
 
 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

26th July 2026 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Website:www.hamiltonanglican.org.au  
Parish Facebook:facebook.com/AnglicanHamilton 

Diocesan Website: ballaratanglican.org.au  

PARISH  Fr David Oulton  03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 

PRIEST     Email: droulton72@gmail.com 

      PH:0435 867 040 

      39 Griffin Street 

      Facetime, Messenger, Skype 

PARISH  9.00am – 12.00pm 03 5571 1317 (office & Rectory) 

OFFICE     office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

      PO Box 474 

CHURCH  Stewart Otton-Rector’s Warden 0429 724 545 

WARDENS Claire Hilsdon-Peoples Warden 0488 529 303 

  Ian Hartley-Peoples Warden 0407 095 410 

 

If you would like to give to the parish by the direct debit option, 

the parish bank details are as follows:- NAB BSB 083-663 the account No. 51580-7866 

Even if you miss coming you are still giving. This also helps with budgeting for our future 

 

 

 

 Christ Church-Hamilton 
St Peter’s Glenthompson St Mark’s Cavendish All Saints’ Penshurst 

Sentence: Romans 8.38–39 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Collect 

O God, the fount of wisdom, you have revealed to us in Christ the hidden treasure and the 

pearl of great price: grant us your Spirit’s gift of discernment, that, in the midst of the 

things of this world, we may learn to value the priceless worth of your kingdom, and be 

ready to renounce all else for the sake of the precious gift you offer. We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

http://www.hamiltonanglican.org.au/
mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
mailto:office@hamiltonanglican.org.au
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1st Reading Genesis 29.15-28 
15 Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are 

my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for 

nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?’ 16 

Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the 

elder was Leah, and the name of the younger 

was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were lovely, and 

Rachel was graceful and beautiful. 18 Jacob 

loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I will serve you 

seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.’ 
19 Laban said, ‘It is better that I give her to you 

than that I should give her to any other man; 

stay with me.’ 20 So Jacob served seven years 

for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few 

days because of the love he had for her. 21 Then 

Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I 

may go in to her, for my time is completed.’ 22 

So Laban gathered together all the people of 

the place, and made a feast. 23 But in the 

evening he took his daughter Leah and brought 

her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 24 (Laban 

gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be 

her maid.) 25 When morning came, it was Leah! 

And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you 

have done to me? Did I not serve with you for 

Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ 26 

Laban said, ‘This is not done in our country—

giving the younger before the firstborn. 27 

Complete the week of this one, and we will 

give you the other also in return for serving me 

for another seven years.’ 28 Jacob did so, and 

completed her week; then Laban gave him his 

daughter Rachel as a wife. 

 Hear the word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 105.1-11 

 

1. O give thanks to the Lord and call upon 

his name: tell among the peoples what 

things he has done. 

2. Sing to him, O sing praises: and be 

telling of all his marvellous works. 

3. Exult in his holy name: and let those that 

seek the Lord be joyful in heart. 

4. Seek the Lord and his strength: O seek 

his face continually. 

5. Call to mind what wonders he has done: 

his marvellous acts, and the judgements 

of his mouth, 

6. O seed of Abraham his servant: O 

children of Jacob his chosen one. 

7. For he is the Lord our God: and his 

judgements are in all the earth. 

8. He has remembered his covenant for 

ever: the word that he ordained for a 

thousand generations, 

9. The covenant that he made with 

Abraham: the oath that he swore to Isaac, 

10. And confirmed it to Jacob as a statute: 

to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11. Saying ‘I will give you the land of 

Canaan: to be the portion of your 

inheritance’ 

 

2nd Reading: Romans 8.26-39 

 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 

for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 

deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 28 We know that 

all things work together for good for those who 

Yippee!! It's our AGM day. See you over in the hall 

with a cuppa and bits of photocopied paper. 
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love God, who are called according to his 

purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn within a large family. 30 And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those 

whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 31 What 

then are we to say about these things? If God is 

for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not 

withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all 

of us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 

Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 

died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As 

it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed 

all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.’ 37 No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor 

life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Hear the word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia  
Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent 

and have revealed them to infants;. 

Alleluia 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13.44-58 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

According to St Matthew 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field, which someone found and 

hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field. 45 ‘Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he 

went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that 

was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 

but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end 

of the age. The angels will come out and 

separate the evil from the righteous 50 and 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 ‘Have 

you understood all this?’ They answered, 

‘Yes.’ 52 And he said to them, ‘Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who 

brings out of his treasure what is new and what 

is old.’ 53 When Jesus had finished these 

parables, he left that place. 54 He came to his 

home town and began to teach the people in 

their synagogue, so that they were astounded 

and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom 

and these deeds of power? 55 Is not this the 

carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 

And are not his brothers James and Joseph and 

Simon and Judas? 56 And are not all his sisters 

with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ 
57 And they took offence at him. But Jesus said 

to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour 

except in their own country and in their own 

house.’ 58 And he did not do many deeds of 

power there, because of their unbelief. 

 For the Gospel of the Lord 

  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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Intercessions for the Eucharist 

and for you to say at home 
 

The response to the bidding: 

 'For your selfless love' ... is... 'We thank you 

Lord' 

For your selfless love ... We thank you Lord 

For Garry our Bishop as he prepares for 

retirement and our board of electors seeking 

God's will for the future. That a Bishop of 

vision and wisdom may be discerned to 

selflessly serve us. 

For your selfless love ... We thank you Lord 

For all are betrothed to be married That they 

may learn to enhance each other with patience, 

joy and love 

For your selfless love ... We thank you Lord 

For an end to deception and trickery. that 

selfless love may conquer pride and greed 

For your selfless love ... We thank you Lord 

For all are being served by the medical 

profession that they may be healed and granted 

what is best for them 

For your selfless love ... We thank you Lord 

For those who have died at their own hands 

and at the hands of others. That they may know 

the peace which escaped them on this side of 

the grave 

We make these prayers in the name of the one 

who selflessly loves us. Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

Amen. 

For Your Prayers This Week 
For the sick and in need and those who are 

preparing for surgery: 

Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar, Bishop Scott 

& his family, Lorraine, Sharon, Judy Trompf, 

Linda 

For Those Who Have Died 

Years Mind 
Emily Porter, Pamela Laidlaw, Myrtle Riley, 

Graeme Lanyon, Leon Crter, George Hayward, 

Alice McDonald, John Dishon, Abraham 

Greed, Raymond Cleland, Phyl McLachlan, 

Albert McLachlan,  Mavis Slater, Albert Black, 

Agnes Elliott, Stephen, Doris Sabelberg, 

Amelia Stewart, Barbara Reid, Percival Lyons, 

Gwendaline Baggs, Verna Barker, Mavis 

Slater, Maxwell Sandison, Doris Harvey, Brian 

Lacy, Mabel Marces, George Collins, Allan 

Brown, Lauris Gleeson, James Rountree, 

Margaret Rountree, Frances Ellis, Edgar 

Cottrill, Harriet Napier, Enid Bullock, James 

Wright,  

For The Wider Church and 

Its Ministry 
• Province of the Episcopal Church of 

Sudan 

• The Murray: Keith Dalby 

 Colac: Jeremy Morgan and Claire Morgan 

(deacon). 

 The Otways: Those clerics and lay leaders 

providing locum ministry. 

 (Anglicare) Forest Op Shop: Volunteer 

staff 

• Madang 

• Those tempted to suicide and those who 

love them. 

 

Today's Homily   

Love has no transaction fees. 

Today’s first lesson about Rachel and Leah is 

one of my favourites. It raises several 

questions, has lots to teach us and is just a jolly 

good romping story. 

Here’s the go. 

Laban has two daughters. The older one is 

Leah and Leah has weak eyes. Rachel on the 

other hand has a lovely figure and is beautiful.  
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Young handsome Jacob is a relative of Laban, 

recently returned home and back to his family. 

So Laban gives Jacob a job looking after the 

livestock. After a month two things happen. 

Jacob has not only noticed Rachel he has 

become besotted with her. The second thing 

that happens is that Laban offers Jacob a job. 

“Because you are a relative of mine, you 

shouldn’t work for me for nothing. Tell me 

what your wages should be.” 

Well,… Jacob knows exactly what he would 

like, and we hope Rachel had similar feelings. 

He asks for Rachel to be his wages.  

 “I’ll work for you for seven years in return for 

your younger daughter Rachel.” 

Laban is only too obliging. It’s better that you, 

a kinsman of mine, should marry her than some 

other man. 

Jolly good. The deal is sealed. Jacob works 

faithfully for seven years for Rachel, and we 

have a rather exquisite line 

‘But the seven years  seemed like only a few 

days to Jacob because of his love for Rachel’ 

At the end of seven years Jacob calls in the 

favour. 

“Give me my wife. My time is completed, and 

I want to express my love for her.” My 

sanitised version. 

So Laban brings together all the people of the 

place, gives a feast and then does something 

rather mischievous. In fact ‘mischievous’ is me 

dressing it up a bit. 

Instead of sending the lovely, younger, comely 

Rachel into the honeymoon suite, he sends the 

older squinty eyed Leah.  

It’s not until the next morning that Jacob 

realises what his devious father in law has 

done. He has woken up beside Leah… not his 

lovely Rachel. ‘Oh no!’  Or words to that 

effect.  

Now there is a serious and obvious question. 

How come Jacob didn’t realise who it was that 

was in the honeymoon suite with him? Was it 

that dark, were the sisters so alike, had he had a 

few too many wedding pan galactic gargle 

blasters or … 

Whatever the answer we will never know  and 

I’m pretty sure that in such a personal space 

and moment, it’s none of our jolly business 

much and all as we are tempted to muse and 

speculate. 

When Jacob confronts his father in law Laban 

about the trickery we get a very glib inadequate 

reply. 

 Laban just trots out the standard traditional 

family line ‘Oh well it’s not our custom here to 

give the younger daughter in marriage before 

the older one, but  tell you what I’m going to 

do.  Finish this daughter’s bridal celebration 

week; then I will give you the younger Rachel 

also,…… in return for another seven years of 

work.” 

And there’s another question here about the 

whole employer / employee, workplace 

agreement, minimum wage, enterprise 

bargaining, fair work commission thing. 

Jacob is so entranced with Rachel that he 

jumps at Laban’s offer and works for another 

seven years.  

Presumably this second lot of seven years was 

just like the first and he could say again 

‘the seven years  seemed like only a few days 

because of his love for Rachel. 

You see,…for Jacob it is not a transaction but a 

process. Authentic love at its finest, has no 

transaction fees.  

Wedding couples sign blank cheques to each 

other with their lives. Here, write whatever cost 

you like. 

We also see this principle in the gospel 

parables.  
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Both gentlemen sell everything so that they 

might have the treasure or the precious pearl. 

The cost is irrelevant and matters not a 

pomegranate or fig.  

The only difference in the parables is that the 

first gentleman finds the treasure by accident 

whilst the second gentleman is on a specific 

quest, knows exactly what he is looking for and 

finally finds it. 

And that is true of many of us here today. 

Sometimes we know the yearning, that craving, 

that aching God space in our lives and we go 

searching until we find him, usually in the most 

obvious places after all. 

Others of us almost bump accidentally into 

God or we realise that God has been gently 

nudging and bumping into us all along. 

Eventually we think. OH. It’s you! And we 

discover our new friend, our persistent 

annoying and loving God. 

The same one who will give up everything, 

empty himself on the cross, not as a transaction 

fee, but to live out the process of love in 

betrayal through denial, upon the cross, into a 

sealed tomb and into magnificent resurrection. 

Similarly we cannot buy grace, or His love, or 

friendship. They are freely given, as we must 

always give to him out of the finest love we 

can offer with no transaction fees. 

Next Weeks Homily 
Name your nemesis. 

dNews 
Each week.  There is a new free 

complimentary dNews. 

 

Fr. David's easy quiz 
The Liturgical color for next Sunday (the first 

Sunday in August)  is  

• White 

• Red 

• Pink 

• Purple 

• Green 

• Orange 

 

Fr. David's hard quiz 
Jeanine and Fr. David have been here 

• 5 years 

• 6 years 

• 7 years 

• 6.5 years 

• 7.29 years 

 

The answers from last week’s quiz were: 

Easy quiz: St Peter’s Glenthompson 

Hard quiz: 19th August  

 

Thought of the week from 

Mothers’ Union 
Sunday July 26th 2026 

Finding the words to share our faith 

 

‘The woman went back to the town and said to 

the people, “Come, see a man who told me 

everything I ever did. Could this be the 

Messiah?”’  (John 4:29) 

The Lord Jesus is such good news, that his 

story needs to be spread to all the world. There 

are various ways to do this, for example by 

inviting friends to join us at church, or to attend 

a meeting, or giving them a gospel to read, or 

perhaps doing what the woman of Samaria did, 

explaining the impact that Jesus has had on 

your life. Come what may, however, we need 

to pray for people around us, that they will 

become aware of the love of God and our need 

for forgiveness and turn to him.   

Question for thought:  Do I pray that my 

friends will experience the grace of God in 

Jesus? 

 Our Gracious God, we give thanks for 

members in the Dioceses of Melbourne and 

Sydney. Give wisdom to their planning for the 

future of Mothers Union and courage to try 
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new things. We also pray that as members 

reach out in caring for people across their cities 

your name will be honoured and glorified.  

Amen 

 

Cuppa and chatter 
Cuppa and chatter is on and happening on 

Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from 

2.15pm until 3.00pm and Gents to Thommo’s 

Tavern at 3:00pm. All are welcome. 

 

What Anglicare needs for 

the cooler months. 
Clothing: Socks, tracksuit pants, gloves and 

warmer tops (even waterproof ones).   

Food items: school snacks, spreads (vegemite 

and peanut butter) and some easy to eat snacks 

(muesli bars/biscuits/crackers).   

Toiletries: bottles of shampoo and roll on 

deodorant are among some of the toiletries. 

 

Forethought for our Fete 
So it's probably time that we gave some 

forethought to our Fete. We will start thinking 

and planning on Saturday August 29th at 10am 

in our meeting room. All are very welcome 

with ideas, refinements and suggestions. 

 

Go the winners.   🏉🙋On Grand 

Final day, the 26th of September, we will be 

having one of our famous Coles sausage 

sizzles. 

 

Parish Council and the Outreach 

Committee both meet on Thursday August 

20th. Outreach Committee at 1:30pm. Parish 

Council at 5:30pm 

One thing by the end of 

August 
There is an idea that when there is a 5th 

Sunday in the month, that the Sunday morning 

service be rotated around our centres. Trying to 

think through the practicalities of this... it 

would need a cheerful willingness for folk to 

travel to another centre for worship. Please let 

Fr. David know if you would be prepared to do 

this ... By the end of August. 

 

We heartily Thank the kind, 

anonymous and generous donor 

who is donating a defibrillator for 

Christ Church Hamilton 
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A PRAYER AT THE TIME OF  

CHOOSING A BISHOP 

Eternal God, shepherd and guide, 

in your mercy give your Church in this 

diocese a shepherd after your own 

heart 

 who will walk in your ways, 

 and with loving care watch over 

 your people. 

Give us a leader of vision and a 

teacher of your truth. 

So may your Church be built up 

 and your name glorified; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will 

commence on completion of the 10.30am 

service at Christ Church Hamilton.  The 

meeting will be held in the Canon Julien 

Centre. 

Attendees are to indicate their attendance 

by signing the attendance sheet if they are 

enrolled on the Parish Roll.  All names on 

the attendance sheet are listed in 

alphabetical order of family name.  Please 

sign your name in the box next to your 

printed name. 

If you are not enrolled, your name will not 

appear on the attendance list.  You should 

print your name on the Observers list. 

If you are noting a person is an apology for 

the meeting, please print their name on the 

Apologies list. 

The Annual Report will available as you 

enter the meeting venue. 

TODAY’S HYMNS 

307 234 60 576 

Services for this week 

Wednesday 29th July Holy Communion 10.00am Christ Church Hamilton 

Saturday 1st August Vigil 5.00pm  Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday  2nd August Eucharist 9.00am  St Mark’s Cavendish 

   Eucharist 10.30am  Christ Church Hamilton 

   Annual General Meeting Following 10.30am service 

 

Reader 1: Todd Reader 2: Linley Intercessor: Nicole Sidesmen: Stewart & Meredith 

Eucharist Assistant: Heather 


