
 
 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 

2nd August 2026 

 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Parish Website:www.hamiltonanglican.org.au  
Parish Facebook:facebook.com/AnglicanHamilton 

Diocesan Website: ballaratanglican.org.au  

PARISH  Fr David Oulton  03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 

PRIEST     Email: droulton72@gmail.com 

      PH:0435 867 040 

      39 Griffin Street 

      Facetime, Messenger, Skype 

PARISH  9.00am – 12.00pm 03 5571 1317 (office & Rectory) 

OFFICE     office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

      PO Box 474 

CHURCH  Stewart Otton-Rector’s Warden 0429 724 545 

WARDENS Claire Hilsdon-Peoples Warden 0488 529 303 

  Ian Hartley-Peoples Warden 0407 095 410 

 

If you would like to give to the parish by the direct debit option, 

the parish bank details are as follows:- NAB BSB 083-663 the account No. 51580-7866 

Even if you miss coming you are still giving. This also helps with budgeting for our future 

 

 

  

Christ Church-Hamilton 
St Peter’s Glenthompson St Mark’s Cavendish All Saints’ Penshurst 

Sentence: Psalm 145.18–19 

The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils the desire of all that fear him, 

hears their cry, and saves them. 

Collect 

O God, giver of life and health, whose Son Jesus Christ has called us to hunger and thirst 

for justice: refresh us with your grace, that we may not be weary in well-doing, for the sake 

of him who meets all our needs, Jesus Christ our Saviour; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

http://www.hamiltonanglican.org.au/
mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
mailto:office@hamiltonanglican.org.au


2 

1st Reading Genesis 32.22-31 

 
22 The same night he got up and took his two 

wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 

and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took 

them and sent them across the stream, and 

likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was 

left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not 

prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as 

he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, ‘Let me 

go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I 

will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ 27 So 

he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he 

said, ‘Jacob.’ 28 Then the man said, ‘You shall 

no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 

have striven with God and with humans, and 

have prevailed.’ 29 Then Jacob asked him, 

‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why 

is it that you ask my name?’ And there he 

blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 

Peniel, saying, ‘For I have seen God face to 

face, and yet my life is preserved.’ 31 The sun 

rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 

because of his hip. 

 Hear the word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 17.1-7; 17.16 

 

1. Hear my just cause, O Lord, give heed to 

my cry: listen to my prayer, that comes 

from no lying lips. 

2. Let judgement for me come forth from 

your presence: and let your eyes 

discern the right. 

3. Though you search my heart, and visit me 

in the night-time: though you try me by 

fire, you will find no wickedness in me. 

4. My mouth does not transgress, like the 

mouth of others: for I have kept the 

word of your lips. 

5. My steps have held firm in the way of 

your commands: and my feet have not 

stumbled from your paths. 

6. I call upon you, O God, for you will 

surely answer: incline your ear to me, 

and hear my words. 

7. Show me the wonders of your steadfast 

love, O saviour of those who come to you 

for refuge: who by your right hand deliver 

them from those that rise up against them. 

16. And I also shall see your face, because 

my cause is just: when I awake and see 

you as you are, I shall be satisfied. 

 

2nd Reading: Romans 9.1-8 

 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not 

lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing 

anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I 

myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 

for the sake of my own people, my kindred 

according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and 

to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 

covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 

and the promises; 5 to them belong the 

patriarchs, and from them, according to the 

flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God 

blessed for ever. Amen. 6 It is not as though the 

word of God had failed. For not all Israelites 

truly belong to Israel, 7 and not all of 

Abraham’s children are his true descendants; 

but ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall 

be named after you.’ 8 This means that it is not 

the children of the flesh who are the children of 

God, but the children of the promise are 

counted as descendants. 

 Hear the word of the Lord 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia  
“One does not live by bread alone, 
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but by every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.” 

Alleluia 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 14.13-21 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

According to St Matthew 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew 

from there in a boat to a deserted place by 

himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 

followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When 

he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he 

had compassion for them and cured their sick. 
15 When it was evening, the disciples came to 

him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 

they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.’ 16 Jesus said to them, ‘They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat.’ 
17 They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five 

loaves and two fish.’ 18 And he said, ‘Bring 

them here to me.’ 19 Then he ordered the 

crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 

five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 

heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and 

were filled; and they took up what was left 

over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
21 And those who ate were about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 

 For the Gospel of the Lord 

  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Intercessions for the Eucharist 

and for you to say at home 
 

The response to the bidding: 

'God of grace' ... is... 'bless us today'. 

God of grace ...  bless us today. 

We give joyful thanks for the Church's ministry 

of reconciliation. We ask you to bless those 

who offer this sacrament and those who receive 

it. That the knowledge and experience of 

forgiveness may flood the whole earth. 

God of grace ...  bless us today. 

For all who are at odds with other people and 

are unsettled within themselves. Bless them 

with stillness of mind and heart 

God of grace ...  bless us today. 

We place into your pierced hands all who 

suffer from diseases of the mind. We give 

thanks for the expertise and skill of those who 

care for them and we pray for those who love 

them and are anxious for them 

God of grace ...  bless us today. 

For those who have died at their own hands or 

the hands of others,  that the angels may carry 

them to see the face of the God who has always 

loved them. 

God of grace ...  bless us today. 

Gracious God we offer these things to you in 

the name of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

Amen 

For Your Prayers This Week 
For the sick and in need and those who are 

preparing for surgery: 

Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar, Bishop Scott 

& his family, Lorraine, Sharon, Judy Trompf, 

Linda 
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For Those Who Have Died 

Years Mind 
Arthur Riddle, Maxwell Smith, John Ross, 

Albert McLachlan, Ronald Brimacombe, Ida 

Ritter, Mary Steele, Elsa Laidlaw, Enima De 

Kievit, Stephen Slater, Dillon Forte, Edgar 

Gleeson, Robeert MacLeod, Margaret Mildon, 

Inez Harald, Wesley Stone, Eunice Walker, 

Elwyn Daric, Marjorie Dacomb, Kathleen 

Sandison,  

For The Wider Church and 

Its Ministry 
• The Church of the Province of Uganda 

• Adelaide: Brad Billings, Tim Harris, 

Chris McLeod and Sophie Relf-

Christopher 

 Australian Defence Forces. 

• The Cathedral: Michael Davies, + Mark 

Burton, Mark Garner, Grant Bullen, Anne 

McKenna and Keith Romanis. 

• Those suffering through the abuse of 

gambling. 

 

Today's Homily   

Name your nemesis 

Today I want to explore the intriguing first 

lesson but I need to go back a bit to Jacob’s 

youth where he steals his brother Esau’s 

birthright. I spoke a bit about this on the 12th 

of July. 

Esau is “a hunter, an outdoorsy guy,” think of 

the Leyland brothers. Jacob on the other hand 

is “a simple man, a tent dweller”. 

One day, Jacob is putting the finishing touches 

on a  rabbit stew. It smells fantastic and Esau 

rushes into the tent famished. It’s been a poor 

hunting day, and he simply must eat. “Quick let 

me have some of that rabbit stew, I’m 

starving”.  

Adroit, astute, quick thinking Jacob sees an 

opportunity and says “Sure; but first, sell me 

your birth-rite”. The birth-rite is of course 

Esau’s rights as the first born, the right to 

property, goods, and all the future promise of 

leadership of the tribe. It is in short, his 

complete future existence.  

 

Esau’s reply to this outrageous request is about 

as stupid and absurd as it can be! “Oh Well, 

look! I suppose one day I’m going to die 

anyway, so what the hec. What in the world is 

a birthright to me? Besides that, I’m really 

hungry and the stew smells delicious. 

“But, not so fast!” Jacob says, “Swear to me 

now” demanding from his gullible brother the 

ancient equivalent of a stat dec. 

With no hesitation, the doltish Esau swears to 

him and thus surrenders his own birthright. 

This “deal” will cause all sorts of ructions 

culminating with Jacob fleeing away from his 

brother for fear of his life. Later Jacob, will 

take family and goods from his uncle Laban 

with a series of ruses and more cunning 

deception. However,… far he may flee he will 

never be able to outrun his guilty conscience 

and my unsubstantiated, unproven, harebrained 

theory is that at one level Jacobs wrestle is in 

part at least his wrestling with his past. 99% of 

people do this at some point in their life and the 

1% aren’t always being honest with 

themselves, and or others and or God. Let’s 

unpack the reading a bit more. 

Today’s lesson has been known by many 

different names: "Jacob wrestles with an 

angel"; "Jacob wrestles with God"; "Jacob 

wrestles at Peniel,". 

But "Jacob wrestles with a man" is in fact what 

the text itself says. 

Jacob gets up in the night, takes his two wives, 

his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

takes them across the stream Jabbok. 

After sending this motley company away, 
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Jacob finally finds himself alone. And in his 

solitude where every distraction is stripped 

away from him, Jacob is jumped by "a man" 

who "wrestled with him until the breaking of 

the day". The Hebrew gurus tell me the text 

clearly says "man," not angel, not God. 

With whom might we expect our rascal Jacob, 

the "grabber" of birthright from Esau and 

deceiver of Laban to wrestle with? 

 I can think of three possibilities. Brother  

Esau, Uncle Laban and Jacob himself. Jacob 

needs to battle his own grasping life in order to 

discover his place in the ongoing story of Israel 

and God's choice of them. And this should be 

very familiar to us personally. 

"When he (the man) saw that he was not able to 

beat him (Jacob), he struck him on the hip 

socket, pulling Jacob's hip out of joint as they 

wrestled" Whoever the man is, he soon realizes 

that he cannot easily or fairly best Jacob, so he 

grabs the ball of his hip and rips it out of joint. 

But the hip socket trick is not effective, and 

Jacob still holds on. 

"Then Jacob asked, 'Tell me right now your 

name' But he said, 'Why in the world do you 

ask my name?' And he blessed him there”. 

Jacob in fact extracts the blessing from the 

man, after being told that he has struggled and 

won no matter his opponents, divine or human. 

In the reading it is only Jacob that names the 

man as God. Why should we trust Jacob to 

decide for us who his opponent was? Jacob is a 

consummate liar as we have seen again and 

again.  

Was it his brother Esau,… was it Uncle Laban 

or was it, as I rather think, himself. 

Jacob finally sees God face to face, all right, 

but not until he recognises God in the face of 

his doltish brother, Esau, whom he expects to 

kill him after all he has stolen from him, but 

instead who welcomes him with a massive hug 

and a slobbery kiss (Gen. 33:4). I do not see 

that Jacob encountered God at Jabbok, but to 

his incredulous surprise, saw God in the last 

place he expected to find God, namely the 

gracious acceptance of his brother Esau. 

Only when Jacob sees Esau will he see God, 

Only when Jacob names and confronts his 

nemesis, his pasty failings and past sins will he 

be free to see God. Only then will the veil be 

parted and he can finally find forgiveness and 

see the face of God. 

And it will not be because of a great struggle 

against God, but rather an amazing reception of 

unexpected grace and love on the part of old 

Esau. 

And so it is with us. We find God in very 

unexpected places, mirrored in very 

unexpected people. Once we open ourselves to 

such wild possibilities, once we name our 

nemesis,  we can encounter the living God, 

rather than a god made somehow in our own 

image. Only then will our wrestling be over 

and love will have triumphed 

Next Weeks Homily 
Mary Sumner …Thank you!. 

dNews 
Each week.  There is a new free 

complimentary dNews. 

 

Fr. David's easy quiz 
Mrs. Felicity Lowrey is 

• Married to a Bishop 

• Is a Mother 

• Is Diocesan MU president 

• All of the above 

• None of the above 

 

Fr. David's hard quiz 
In Fr. David's cellar there is / was a bottle of 

• Holy Cab 

• Miraculous Merlot 
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• Religious Riesling 

• None of the above 

• All of the above 

 

The answers from last week’s quiz were: 

Easy quiz: Green 

Hard quiz: 7 years  

 

Thought of the week from 

Mothers’ Union 
Sunday August 2nd 2026 

A time to rest 

‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest.’  (Matthew 

11:28) 

Have you ever had trouble sleeping because of 

things that are happening in your life, or 

memories which will not let you go? The key 

to peace is our rest in Jesus. We can bring our 

struggles, our burdens, our regrets to him and 

give him our cares, share them with him. 

Especially, of course, we cast the burden of our 

sin at his feet and ask for his forgiveness and 

his peace. Our chief rest is found in him. We 

know that the Good Shepherd walks with us 

always. 

Question for thought:  How do you know that 

you are forgiven? 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the 

members in Papua New Guinea and pray for 

the literacy, health education, anti-violence and 

health education programs, that they will have 

an impact on the lives of women and children 

in their communities. We also pray for 

members in North West Australia and their 

outreach activities. May they put Christ at the 

centre in all they do.  Amen 

Cuppa and chatter 
Cuppa and chatter is on and happening on 

Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from 

2.15pm until 3.00pm and Gents to Thommo’s 

Tavern at 3:00pm. All are welcome. 

 

What Anglicare needs for 

the cooler months. 
Clothing: Socks, tracksuit pants, gloves and 

warmer tops (even waterproof ones).   

Food items: school snacks, spreads (vegemite 

and peanut butter) and some easy to eat snacks 

(muesli bars/biscuits/crackers).   

Toiletries: bottles of shampoo and roll on 

deodorant are among some of the toiletries. 

 

Forethought for our Fete 
So it's probably time that we gave some 

forethought to our Fete. We will start thinking 

and planning on Saturday August 29th at 10am 

in our meeting room. All are very welcome 

with ideas, refinements and suggestions. 

 

Go the winners.   🏉🙋On Grand 

Final day, the 26th of September, we will be 

having one of our famous Coles sausage 

sizzles. 

 

Parish Council and the 

Outreach Committee both meet 

on Thursday August 20th. Outreach Committee 

at 1:30pm. Parish Council at 5:30pm 
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One thing by the end of 

August 
There is an idea that when there is a 5th 

Sunday in the month, that the Sunday morning 

service be rotated around our centres. Trying to 

think through the practicalities of this... it 

would need a cheerful willingness for folk to 

travel to another centre for worship. Please let 

Fr. David know if you would be prepared to do 

this ... By the end of August. 

 

We heartily Thank the kind, 

anonymous and generous donor 

who is donating a defibrillator for 

Christ Church Hamilton 

 

It's time to sign up for a 

lectionary. A lectionary will be supplied 

for each of our parish centres but if you would 

like your own take home copy please sign up at 

the back of Christ Church Hamilton or see Fr. 

David. 

 

Dates for your diary 
❖ Our Annual Pet Blessing October 11th 

❖ Synod October 23/24 

❖ Clergy Retreat November 2nd - 6th 

❖ Our Parish Fete November 7th 

❖ Glenthompson Christmass Carols and 

market December 6th 6:30pm 

 

WARRNAMBOOL ORGAN 

FESTIVAL 

David Byrne is giving a recital at St Joseph’s 

(Kepler St) Warrnambool on Sunday 9 August 

at 2:30. He would be pleased to see 

parishioners in the audience. Tickets can be 

booked on Trybooking 

https://www.trybooking.com/DNVLJ 

or at the door ($25 / $20). 

Check the Warrnambool Organ Festival 

Facebook page for details of the Festival. 

 

Mothers’ Union 150th 

Celebration 
On Sunday August 9th, we are going to 

celebrate 150 years of MU. This is also Mary 

Sumner Day (the founder of Mothers’ Union) 

We hope that the whole church community will 

join us for a light lunch that we are providing 

immediately after church in the Hall. Our 

Diocesan MU president, Felicity Lowery, will 

preach and be present on the day and we will 

have some historical material for people to see 

on the day. Please join us for this significant 

event / free lunch! 

Shirley Gregory 

 

A PRAYER AT THE TIME OF  

CHOOSING A BISHOP 

Eternal God, shepherd and guide, 

in your mercy give your Church in this 

diocese a shepherd after your own 

heart 

 who will walk in your ways, 

 and with loving care watch over 

 your people. 

Give us a leader of vision and a 

teacher of your truth. 

So may your Church be built up 

 and your name glorified; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Happy Birthday to 

Luke Hilsdon (August 2nd) 

Barb Trimnel (August 6th) 

From all the Parish Family 
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So what happens now? 

Fr. David and Jeanine have announced their 

retirement and their last Sunday will be 

November 22nd. 

This will be the only service in the parish on 

that weekend and anyone is welcome to attend. 

It is also the day that the parish mobile  

(ph. 0435 867 040) retires. In the meantime 

let’s enjoy the next three months and each 

other. 

 

At the annual meeting you 

elected: 

Stewart Otton, Gavin Wallis and 

Graeme Mustow to be your parish 

nominators. You are warmly encouraged to 

contact them (preferably in writing) with any 

thoughts about a new priest. Please remember 

it is your parish. 

After November 22nd Bishop Scott will be 

overseeing ministry and Deacon Jannie will be 

the first point of contact for pastoral 

emergencies. (p 0420 283 809).  

If you have any questions please do not 

hesitate to ask. 

 

Next week at Christ Church Hamilton 

on Sunday morning, Mrs. Felicity Lowrey will 

be our special guest 

TODAY’S HYMNS 

263 658 328 314 

Services for this week 

Wednesday 5th August Holy Communion 10.00am Christ Church Hamilton 

Saturday 8th August Vigil 5.00pm  Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday  9th August Eucharist 9.00am  St Peter’s Glenthompson 

   Eucharist 10.30am  Christ Church Hamilton 

 

Reader 1: Helen Reader 2: Nicole Intercessor: Susan Sidesmen: Ian & Heather 

Eucharist Assistant: Susan 

People elected at the 

Parish AGM last week 

Warden   appointed by Fr. David 

Stewart Otton 

Peoples wardens: 

Ian Hartley 

Claire Hilsdon 

Your Parish Councillors: 

Deacon Jannie Ryan ex officio 

Todd Venning 

Susan Mason 

Robyn Wilken 

Peter Walsgott 

Graeme Mustow 

David Byrne 

Parochial Nominators  

Stewart Otton 

Gavin Wallis 

Graeme Mustow 

Synod Representative 

Peter Walsgott 


