Anglican Parish of Hamilton
Fifth Sunday In Lent
22nd March 2026

Sentence: John 11.25-26
‘I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and believes in me shall

never die.

Collect

Life-giving God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death: breathe
upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ, and
serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Ash Wednesday Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen
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1st Reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14

! The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full
of bones. 2 He led me all round them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can
these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God ,
you know.” # Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord . 3 Thus says the Lord
God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. ¢ I will lay sinews on
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that 1
am the Lord .’ 7 So I prophesied as I had been
commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. ® I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them; but
there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to
me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God :
Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '
I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. !' Then he
said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” '? Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God : [ am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back
to the land of Israel. '3 And you shall know that
I am the Lord , when I open your graves, and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 4
I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lord , have

spoken and will act, says the Lord .’
Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 130

1. Out of the depths have I called to you, O
Lord: Lord, hear my voice;

2. O let your ears consider well: the voice

of my supplication.

If you, Lord, should note what we do

wrong: who then, O Lord, could stand?

But there is forgiveness with you: so

that you shall be feared.

5. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him:

and in his word is my hope.

My soul looks for the Lord: more than

watchmen for the morning, more, I say,

than watchmen for the morning.

O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the

Lord there is mercy: and with him is

ample redemption.

8. He will redeem Israel: from the
multitude of their sins.
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2nd Reading: Romans 8.6-11

6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh
is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God. ° But you are not
in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. '° But if Christ is in you, though the body
is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. !! If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.



Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel: John 11.1-45

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to St John

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. * So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom
you love is ill.” * But when Jesus heard it, he
said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather
it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” 3 Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.” ® The
disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were
just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?’ ° Jesus answered, ‘Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they
see the light of this world. '° But those who
walk at night stumble, because the light is not
in them.” ' After saying this, he told them,
‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but [ am
going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been
speaking about his death, but they thought that
he was referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus
told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. ' For your
sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him.’ ' Thomas, who

was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with
him.” 7 When Jesus arrived, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. '® Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,
some two miles away, '° and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. 2 When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 2! Martha said to
Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 2> But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” 2 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will
rise again.’” 2* Martha said to him, ‘I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 2° Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 2° and everyone who
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.” 2® When
she had said this, she went back and called her
sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2 And
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went
to him. 3° Now Jesus had not yet come to the
village, but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. 3' The Jews who were with her in
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up
quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said
to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and
deeply moved. ** He said, ‘Where have you laid
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’
33 Jesus began to weep. *° So the Jews said,
‘See how he loved him!” 7 But some of them
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the



blind man have kept this man from dying? 3
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 3° Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has
been dead for four days.” *° Jesus said to her,
‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?’#! So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and
said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me.
42T knew that you always hear me, but I have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent
me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him
go0.” * Many of the Jews therefore, who had
come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.
For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Intercessions for the Eucharist
and for you to say at home

The response to the bidding:
“Loving Father” ... is.... “make us
instruments of your resurrection”

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection

Our innocent Lord was found guilty by Pilate.
Mindful of those times when we have been
hasty in our judgment of others, let us come
before the Lord. That the Church may be an
agent of reconciliation and peace. For Garry
our Bishop and for the Mission District of
Lower Glenelg: For Reverend Wendy and
those who assist her.

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection

For all those who will go to court this week and
those who will represent them. For wise and
responsible decisions to be made by the judges
and juries who sit

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection

For those who suffer injustice and are wrongly
condemned. For those who escape
recrimination, that ways may be found to heal
these wounds

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection

For those who are physically wounded, that the
Master will grant them healing and wholeness
Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection

For our Blessed dead, especially the recently
departed Enid Harris, Margaret Hughes and
those in New Zealand That Christ
the good Shepherd may lead them safely home
to be at peace with God our Father

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

Holy and Loving God, our true Judge and
constant Companion. When we are rash and
inpatient, grant us gentleness and grace. When
we are forgetful of your words to us, give us
ears to hear you and when we come to your
heavenly throne, grant us a merciful judgment
and life everlasting. Amen.

For Your Prayers This Week
For the sick and in need and those who are
preparing for surgery:

Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar, Bishop Scott
& his family, Lorraine, Sharon, Fr David &
Jeanine, Judy Trompf.

For Those Who Have Died

Years Mind
Norval Tatlock, Amelia Barnsley, Ethel
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Gibbins, Ida Hayes, Jean Grimes, Clarence
Smith, Robert Flowers, Doris Ellis, Ethel
Barker, Isabella Pitman, Richard Stevenon

For The Wider Church and

Its Ministry

e  The Anglican Church of Korea

e  NATSIAC — Bp Chris Mcleod (also Dean
of Adelaide)
Willochra: Jeremy James TSSF

e  Stawell: Those clerics and lay leaders
providing locum ministry

. Mt Hagen

e  Koori communities within the Diocese.

Today's Homily
Lent 5 Vinegar

During this Lent we are offering some homilies
under the theme of ‘Instruments of
resurrection’. We are discovering that the most
unlikely, commonplace, mundane things, are
actually instruments of resurrection. How
clever that The Master would use everyday,
simple things to communicate and help us enter
into, the most profound mystery of
resurrection. Today we’ll be thinking about
Vinegar and Our Lord’s thirsting on the cross.

Here’s the reference to vinegar from St. John..

“Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said
(in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’
A jar full of vinegar was standing there. So
they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch
of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus
had received the vinegar, he said, ‘It is
finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up
his spiri.”

This is not the first time that The Master asks
for a drink. He shows his humanity, his need,
to the woman at the well in John chapter 4. At
Sychar he comes to Jacobs well and asks a
woman for a drink.

Over the next 19 verses there ensues a

conversation between Jesus and the woman.
Jesus gradually draws out more information
from her,... or rather shows the woman that he
actually knows quite a bit about her.

Peel away the top layer or two of the story and
we learn that the real issue is not just Jesus’
thirst for water, but what is going on here is his
desire for the conversion of the woman herself.
By drawing her into a clever dialogue she
learns a lot about the one is The Living water.

So at Jacobs well we glimpse both a human
Messiah who needs to quench his thirst, and
also the divine one who offers eternal life. It’s
a masterful piece of work by John.

From the cross we also see the same Messiah
who is both human and divine.

When I read the story of Jesus on the cross
expressing his thirst and being given vinegar,
we know that sometimes we thirst as well.
Sometimes when we ask for water we only
seem to get vinegar.

I am also pretty sure that there are times when
The Master asks for water from us, and if we
hear his request, and sometimes we don’t, then
what we offer is not to the same high standard
and quality that is needed.

Still, like the Master on the cross, he accepts
what is offered and even in the spirit of our
ambivalence and sometimes down right
reluctance, he can use even vinegar to his
glory. Even then it is enough for him to
accomplish what He needs to do. Yep. Even
vinegar can be an instrument of resurrection.

And there is an understandable temptation to
hang our heads and give way to despair. I could
have, should have done better, but that is not
the way forward. The way forward I am fairly
sure is to give thanks that we were even asked,
that we had a go and to offer something no
matter how rudimentary or lacking, is better
than nothing at all.

The cry ‘I thirst’ is an expression of



vulnerability. He is needy, perhaps dare I say
it, even weak and helpless. His words are our
words. To be fully human is to say “I thirst”.

In his cry from the cross we hear Jesus saying
to us ‘I understand, I know your limitations, I
can and do identify with you.’

Augustine put it this way

“Man's maker was made man that He, Ruler of
the stars, might nurse at His mother's breast;
that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain
thirst, the Light sleep, the Way be tired on its
journey; that Truth might be accused of false
witnesses, the Teacher be beaten with whips,
the Foundation be suspended on wood; that
Strength might grow weak; that the Healer
might be wounded; that Life might die.”

But like the woman at Jacobs well, the deep
abiding thirst, is actually The Master’s
unending love for us.

The vinegar and his wanting of us, his need for
us, his vulnerability is what makes him such a
necessary and loving saviour. The vinegar and
The Master’s thirst are the instruments of
salvation. Even from the cross, especially from
cross, when death is imminent and it is then
that his work of resurrection is accomplished.

Lord Jesus Christ by your thirst on the cross
and the three days you lay in the tomb, you
showed your relentless desire for us and you
sanctified the grave to be the bed of hope of
resurrection. Grant that when we lie in our own
grave, we may sleep in peace until that glorious
day when you awaken us to your glory. Then
we shall see you face to face and all shall be
accomplished and fulfilled in you. Then we
shall see your light and know your splendour,
for with you we shall live forever and ever
Amen

.Next Weeks Homily
The donkey

dNews
Each week. There is a new free
complimentary dNews.

Fr. David's easy quiz

The names of the two criminals crucified with
Our Lord were..

e  Festus and Joseph

. Bill and Ben

e  Timothy and Paul

. We don't know

Fr. David's hard quiz

The Wednesday of Holy week is often called

'Silent Wednesday' because...

e The Scribes and Pharisees were quietly
plotting to kill the Master

e  Judas secretly went to Pharisees to do 'the
deal'

e  Jesus went up the mountain to pray.

e  Wearen't told of anything Jesus did on
this day.

The answers from last week’s quiz were:
Easy quiz: We don’t know
Hard quiz: To save

So here's the go with
daylight saving

Daylight saving begins in the wee hours of
Sunday April 5th. This means that...

Our Saturday night Vigil on Saturday 11th of
April will move from 6:00pm to 5:00pm.

The first 4:00pm Mass for All saints Penshurst
will be on Sunday April 26%

Please note

As it is Lady Day on Wednesday March 25™
there will be no regular 10am service on this
day



Thought of the week from

Mothers’ Union
Sunday 22" March 2026
Continually Learning
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened and I will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your soul’ (Matthew 11:28-29)
Jesus’ followers are called ‘disciples’ a word
which has the sense of a student. Jesus is the
master teacher, and just as he promises us rest
when we come to him by faith, he also makes
us disciples. As believers, then, we have a life-
long task of learning from the Master, studying
the word of God and trusting its promises as
we also obey its commands. And this is not
burdensome. Yoked to Jesus as our teacher, we
have true rest.
Question for thought:
Am I learning every day by listening to the
word of God?
Almighty God, we pray for the small group of
Mothers Union members in Peru and pray that
there will be a stable government that will free
from corruption. Please bring an end to the
severe poverty which many experience. We
pray for Brisbane Diocese and Jenny Bullock,
the President and thank you for its enthusiastic
members and ask that they will continue to
serve and reach out to their communities in
your name. Amen

Cuppa and chatter

Cuppa and chatter is back on and happening on
Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from
2.15pm until 3.00pm and Gents to Thommo’s
Tavern at 3:00pm. All are welcome.

OfThe—F teaisi
€ommittee The Outreach and
Fundraising Committee

Well it's official! The Fundraising Committee
has changed its name

from The Fundraising Committee to the
Outreach and Fundraising Committee. This is
to highlight the mission and outreach aspect of
its work.

There are few things that we hope to achieve in
the first half of this year.

A Bowls afternoon / evening Postponed
Fashion parade and lunch Postponed

Coles Sausage sizzle on a Saturday in May.
We would really get excited if others came to
join the meetings to support the outreach of our
parish into the community.

A Heffalump and Wooly Mammoth §)sized
Thank you to all those who continue to use the
recycle bin in the hall so that the parish can
receive multiples of 10 cents.

BOOK FAIR 2026

The Book Fair will run from Monday 23
February through to April 1% this year.
VENUE: Our usual shops in the Hub,
Hamilton.

ROSTER: please consider putting your name
(along with your phone no). on the roster to
sell the books.

DONATIONS of good quality books are
always welcome.

PROCEEDS: This year’s donations will be
given to a worthy local project, nationally to
BLAZE AID for help in the fire ravaged
communities and our International cause this
year is EVERY DAUGHTER MATTERS.

As always we rely on everyone in the parish to
continue to make this event the success that it
is. Over the last 35+ years we have become an
annual looked for event in Hamilton and have
given over $350,000 to many worthwhile
causes. However small your contribution is- it



is always welcomed and appreciated. In order of appearance...
So far a total in excess of $5700 has been

raised.
FURTHER INFORMATION:
Susan M. 0408528781 Judy P. 0428712591

o Palm Sunday is on March 29th. Please gather
in the hall for the start of the procession.

o Holy Thursday is on Thursday 2nd of April.
The liturgy will be celebrated at 7:30pm. If
you would like to be one of the 12 to have a

Lenten philosophy/Bible foot washed please sign up on the clipboard
studies for 2026 at the back of the Church.

These proved to be interesting, illuminating, e Good Friday is Friday 3rd of April. The
and personally valuable to the participants last ~ liturgy will be celebrated at 3pm. A retiring
year. Father John Corrigan from St Thomas’s collection will be offered for the work of

and Father David Oulton from St Peter’s will ABM.
lead us through this ecumenical and
philosophical set of studies. You may think that
this will be too intense for you but be assured
it’s fascinating and rewarding and we have a
great supper after each weekly session!! The
first session begins on Thursday 19th February
at 7:pm at Stirling (home of Elisabeth Cuming)
and will continue during Lent leading up to
Easter. Do give it a try!! There is nothing to
lose and much to gain-- we’d love to include
you. Please ring Elisabeth Cuming on
55774223 or 0427774223 or Betty Balkin on
0417316259 if you are interested and for
catering purposes.

Wanted TODAY’S HYMNS
332 99 272 669

Happy Birthday to
Graeme Mustow (March 25%)
From all the Parish Family

Small quiet farmhouse or cottage sought to rent
by lady with one dog. Very tidy with excellent
references. Contact Deacon Jannie
0420283809 with a text message please.

Services for this week

Wednesday 25% March Holy Communion 10.00am  Christ Church Hamilton
Saturday 28th March Vigil 6.00pm Christ Church Hamilton
Sunday 29th March Eucharist 9.00am St Mark’s Cavendish
Eucharist 10.30am Christ Church Hamilton
Reader 1: John  Reader 2: Ian Intercessor: Susan Sidesmen: Denise & Gavin

FEucharist Assistant: John




