Anglican Parish of Hamilton
A Fourth Sunday In Lent
.2 15th March 2026

WELCOME TO OUR MOTHERING SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS

Sentence: John 8.12

‘I am the light of the world,” says the Lord; ‘those who follow me will have the light of
life.”

Collect

Gracious God, in order that we children of earth might discern good from evil you sent
your Son to be the light of the world: as the light of Christ shines upon us, may we learn
what pleases you, and live in truth and goodness; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Ash Wednesday Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen
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Ist Reading: 1 Samuel 16.1-13

! The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you
grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a
king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, ‘How can
I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say,
“I have come to sacrifice to the Lord .” 3 Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the
one whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him
trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’
5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice
to the Lord ; sanctify yourselves and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. ¢
When they came, he looked on Eliab and
thought, ‘Surely the Lord ’s anointed is now
before the Lord .” 7 But the Lord said to
Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the Lord does not see as
mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him
pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the
Lord chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.” 1 Jesse made seven
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel
said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” !! Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your
sons here?” And he said, ‘There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for
we will not sit down until he comes here.” '2 He
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy,
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The
Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the

one.” '3 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers;
and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon
David from that day forward. Samuel then set
out and went to Ramabh.

Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 23

1. The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I
lack nothing.

2. He will make me lie down in green
pastures: and lead me beside still
waters.

3. He will refresh my soul: and guide me in
right pathways for his name’s sake.

4. Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
you are with me, your rod and your
staff comfort me.

5. You spread a table before me in the face
of those who trouble me: you have
anointed my head with oil, and my cup
shall be full.

6. Surely your goodness and loving-
kindness will follow me all the days of
my life: and I shall dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever.

2nd Reading: Ephesians 5.8-14

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the
Lord you are light. Live as children of light— °
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is
good and right and true. '° Try to find out what
is pleasing to the Lord. !! Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. 2 For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; '3 but
everything exposed by the light becomes



visible, '* for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.’
Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel: John 9.1-41

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to St John

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

! As he walked along, he saw a man blind from
birth. 2 His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. *
We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. > As long as I am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” ® When he had said this,
he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’
saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed
and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours
and those who had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?’ ° Some were saying, ‘It is he.’
Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.” '° But
they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your
eyes opened?’ ' He answered, ‘The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said
to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went
and washed and received my sight.” '2 They
said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not
know.” !* They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. '° Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his
sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ ' Some
of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from
God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?” And they were divided. 7
So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do
you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.’” He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ '® The
Jews did not believe that he had been blind and
had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight
19.and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 2° His parents answered, ‘We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind; %!
but we do not know how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22
His parents said this because they were afraid
of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 2
Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask
him.’ 2* So for the second time they called the
man who had been blind, and they said to him,
‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” % He answered, ‘I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know,
that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They
said to him, ‘“What did he do to you? How did
he open your eyes?’ 2’ He answered them, ‘1
have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses. 2 We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” 3° The
man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing!
You do not know where he comes from, and



yet he opened my eyes. *' We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. 3
Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” 3 They answered him, ‘You
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?’ And they drove him out. 3° Jesus
heard that they had driven him out, and when
he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ 3¢ He answered, ‘And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37
Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the
one speaking with you is he.’ *® He said, ‘Lord,
I believe.” And he worshipped him. 3° Jesus
said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so
that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind.” *° Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
‘Surely we are not blind, are we?” *! Jesus said
to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not
have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your
sin remains.
For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Intercessions for the Eucharist
and for you to say at home

The response to the bidding:
“Loving Father” ... is.... “make us
instruments of your resurrection”

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

We are called to pray especially when all hope
seems lost. Let us bring before the Lord all
those who cannot see past their disappointment
and anguish; That the church may always reach
out with comfort and hope to those who are
despondent and depressed. For Garry our
Bishop, Scott who assists him and God's in
Mortlake. We give hearty Thanks for those

who provide ministry there
Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

For those who are making pilgrimage in the
Holy land at this time. For the gift of safe
travel, that you will bring them safely home
Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

For those who can see no way forward towards
peace and harmony. For all who despair. That
Blessed Mary who buried her Son, may
reassure them with her loving presence and
prayers

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

For those whose hearts are broken and who
must bury their dead this week. That they may
be granted the gift of healing tears. For all who
seek to comfort them

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

For the ministry of those who serve others in
the funeral industry. That they may remember
that Jesus too was once a corpse. We pray that
they may carry out their work with diligence
and respect.

Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

As the great saving events of holy week draw
closer, let us in silence offer our own petitions
to our Heavenly Father. (Pause 1,...2,...3,...)
Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

That our dead who rest in Christ may join Him
in His resurrection. Especially the recently
departed and those who have died
in conflict
Loving Father .... make us instruments of
your resurrection.

Lord, we know that you are very near to us
4



when we are frightened and distressed. Help us
to come especially close to you in these times,
that leaning on your shoulder, we may find
your loving solace and bring this security to a
weeping world. Amen.

For Your Prayers This Week
For the sick and in need and those who are
preparing for surgery:

Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar, Bishop Scott
& his family, Lorraine, Sharon, Fr David &
Jeanine, Judy Tromph.

For Those Who Have Died

Years Mind

Thomas Gamble, Eva Hamilton, William
Mallinson, Roland Wines, Ernest Jones, Allice
:atman, Keith Holmes, Keith Manson, Percival
Mott, Thomas Chandler, Kenneth Hurley,
Helen Northcott, Thomas Roscoe, Ian
Handerson, Dpris Hurley, Harold Brian, Lesley
Kelly, Phyllis Wolf

For The Wider Church and

Its Ministry

e  The Anglican Church of Kenya

e  Riverina: Donald Kirk

e  Camperdown and Holy Apostles:
Matthew Jones, Kaye Hanks (deacon).
St Mark’s Abbey - Sister Raphael & the
oblates.

e  Those living the Single Consecrated Life:
Janet Winfield

e  Kainantu

o  The United Nations Organization and its
agencies.

Today's Homily

Instruments of Resurrection - The lance.
Lent 4

During this Lent we will be offering some
homilies under the theme of ‘Instruments of

resurrection’. We are discovering that the most
unlikely, commonplace, mundane things, are
instruments of resurrection. How clever that
The master would use everyday, simple things
to communicate and help us enter into the most
profound mysteries.

Today it is tears and it is also mothering
Sunday.

This reflection written by someone else,
combines both tears and Mums... and it’s short

“When God Created Mothers"

When the Good Lord was creating mothers, He
was into His sixth day of "overtime" when the
angel appeared and said. "You're doing a lot of
fiddling around on this one."

And God said, "Have you read the specs on this
order?" She has to be completely washable, but
not plastic. Have 180 moveable parts...all
replaceable. Run on black coffee and leftovers.
Have a lap that disappears when she stands up.
A kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg
to a disappointed love affair. And six pairs of
hands."

The angel shook her head slowly and said. "Six
pairs of hands.... no way."

It's not the hands that are causing me
problems," God remarked, "it's the three pairs
of eyes that mothers have to have."

That's on the standard model?" asked the angel.
God nodded.

One pair that sees through closed doors when
she asks, 'What are you kids doing in there?'
when she already knows. Another here in the
back of her head that sees what she shouldn't
but what she has to know, and of course the
ones here in front that can look at a child when
he goofs up and say. 'l understand and I love
you' without so much as uttering a word."

God," said the angel touching his sleeve gently,
"Get some rest tomorrow...."

I can't," said God, "I'm so close to creating



something so close to myself. Already I have
one who heals herself when she is sick...can
feed a family of six on one pound of
hamburger mince...and can get a nine year old
to stand under a shower."

The angel circled the model of a mother very
slowly. "It's too soft," she sighed.

But tough!" said God excitedly. "You can’t
imagine what this mother can do or endure."

Can it think?"

Not only can it think, but it can reason and
compromise," said the Creator.

Finally, the angel bent over and ran her finger
across the cheek.

There's a leak," she pronounced. "I told You
that You were trying to put too much into this
model."

It's not a leak," said the Lord, "It's a tear."
What's it for?"

It's for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain,
loneliness, and pride."

You are a genius, " said the angel.
Somberly, God said, "I didn't put it there.”

Lord Jesus Christ by the tears you shed at the
grave of your friend Lazarus, sanctify our own
tears that when we weep we may come to know
that you are already there embracing us in our
distress. Then bring us at last to that place
where those who mourn are comforted and
every tear wiped away with your pierced hand.
Then we shall see you face to face and in your
light we shall see light and know your
splendour, for you live forever and ever Amen.

Next Weeks Homily

Vinegar

dNews
Each week. There is a new free
complimentary dNews.

Fr. David's easy quiz
The name of the donkey that carried Jesus into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday was

. Fr. David
e  Rupert
. Felix

. Pontius Pilate
. We don't know

Fr. David's hard quiz

Jesus rode it into Jerusalem and people shouted
“Hosanna the Son of David..." What does
Hosanna mean?

e  Howdy

e  We praise you

. To save

e Humble servant

The answers from last week’s quiz were:

Easy quiz: Angels with no specific title

Hard quiz: Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter day

So here's the go with
daylight saving

Daylight saving begins in the wee hours of
Sunday April 5th. This means that...

Our Saturday night Vigil on Saturday 11th of
April will move from 6:00pm to 5:00pm.

The first 4:00pm Mass for All saints Penshurst
will be on Sunday April 26

Please note

As it is Lady Day on Wednesday March 25%
there will be no regular 10am service on this
day

Next Parish Council meeting? ...
Thursday March the 19th at 5:30pm

TODAY'’S HYMNS

153 320 139 689




Thought of the week from

Mothers’ Union
Sunday 15th March 2026
Building Community
‘Honour her for all that her hands have done,
and let her works bring her praise at the city
gate’ (Proverbs 31:31).
There are some remarkable women in the
Bible, women such as Ruth, Esther and Mary
and the woman described in Proverbs 31. Both
men and women are meant to build
community, to care for families, neighbours
and those in need. Good community is a way in
which God sustains us. Our worldwide
Mothers Union is one such community. It is
especially important that we pray for each
other and care for one another. So much good
is done in this way, and the essential role of
women in building community is strengthened.
We are so grateful to celebrate the 150th year
since Mary Sumner initiated such an important
work.
Question for thought:
How do I help Mothers Union world-wide?
Heavenly Father, we pray for the Diocese of
Antisiranana in Madagascar and thank you for
members’ enthusiasm as they serve in a
country with much poverty. May they be
assured of your presence with them as serve
you through prayer, social action and
community development. In Jesus’ name.
Amen

Cuppa and chatter

Cuppa and chatter is back on and happening on
Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from
2.15pm until 3.00pm and Gents to Thommo’s
Tavern at 3:00pm. All are welcome.

Wanted

Small quiet farmhouse or cottage sought to rent
by lady with one dog. Very tidy with excellent
references. Contact Deacon Jannie

0420283809 with a text message please.

OfThe-—F teaisi
€ommittee The Outreach and
Fundraising Committee

Well it's official! The Fundraising Committee
has changed its name

from The Fundraising Committee to the
Outreach and Fundraising Committee. This is
to highlight the mission and outreach aspect of
its work.

There are few things that we hope to achieve in
the first half of this year.

A Bowls afternoon / evening Postponed
Fashion parade and lunch Postponed

Coles Sausage sizzle on a Saturday in May.
We would really get excited if others came to
join the meetings to support the outreach of our
parish into the community.

A Heffalump and Wooly Mammoth §)sized
Thank you to all those who continue to use the
recycle bin in the hall so that the parish can
receive multiples of 10 cents.

BOOK FAIR 2026

The Book Fair will run from Monday 23
February through to April 1% this year.
VENUE: Our usual shops in the Hub,
Hamilton.

ROSTER: please consider putting your name
(along with your phone no). on the roster to
sell the books.

DONATIONS of good quality books are
always welcome.

PROCEEDS: This year’s donations will be
given to a worthy local project, nationally to
BLAZE AID for help in the fire ravaged
communities and our International cause this
year is EVERY DAUGHTER MATTERS.

As always we rely on everyone in the parish to
continue to make this event the success that it
is. Over the last 35+ years we have become an
annual looked for event in Hamilton and have



given over $350,000 to many worthwhile
causes. However small your contribution is- it
is always welcomed and appreciated.

So far a total in excess of $5700 has been
raised.

FURTHER INFORMATION:

Susan M. 0408528781 Judy P. 0428712591

Lenten philosophy/Bible
studies for 2026

These proved to be interesting, illuminating,
and personally valuable to the participants last
year. Father John Corrigan from St Thomas’s
and Father David Oulton from St Peter’s will
lead us through this ecumenical and
philosophical set of studies. You may think that
this will be too intense for you but be assured
it’s fascinating and rewarding and we have a
great supper after each weekly session!! The
first session begins on Thursday 19th February
at 7:pm at Stirling (home of Elisabeth Cuming)
and will continue during Lent leading up to
Easter. Do give it a try!! There is nothing to
lose and much to gain-- we’d love to include
you. Please ring Elisabeth Cuming on
55774223 or 0427774223 or Betty Balkin on
0417316259 if you are interested and for
catering purposes.

Fr. David is recovering from
surgery and intends to return for the
weekend services of Saturday 21st and 22nd of
March.

Deacon Jannie will be the first point of contact
for pastoral emergency. ph 0420 283 809.
Bishop Scott will have oversight during this
time ph 5561 1687
Please do three things.
e  Say prayers
e  Give Jeanine and Fr. David space to
heal thoroughly.
e  Support, enthuse and encourage those
who offer ministry in the parish
during this time.

In order of appearance...

e Palm Sunday is on March 29th. Please gather
in the hall for the start of the procession.

o Holy Thursday is on Thursday 2nd of April.
The liturgy will be celebrated at 7:30pm. If
you would like to be one of the 12 to have a
foot washed please sign up on the clipboard
at the back of the Church.

e Good Friday is Friday 3rd of April. The
liturgy will be celebrated at 3pm. A retiring
collection will be offered for the work of
ABM.

MU Meeting - Monday 16th March

The meeting will begin with a Stations of the
Cross service in the church led by Deacon
Jannie at 1.30pm.

Everyone is welcome to attend this service and
it will be followed by afternoon tea in the Hall.
Our monthly meeting will follow.

Easter Service 4.00pm

Reader 1: Gladys Reader 2: Sandra Intercessor: Heather

Services for this week

Wednesday 18™ March Holy Communion 10.00am  Christ Church Hamilton

Saturday 21st March Vigil 6.00pm Christ Church Hamilton

Sunday 22nd March Eucharist 9.00am St Peter’s Glenthompson
Eucharist 10.30am Christ Church Hamilton

All Saints’ Penshurst

Sidesmen: Stewart & Meredith

Eucharist Assistant: Lofty
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