Anglican Parish of Hamilton
Third Sunday After Epiphany
25th January 2026

Sentence: Matthew 4.23
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among

the people.

Collect

Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love
you, and the strength of the hearts that serve you: help us so to know you that we
may truly love you, and so to love you that we may faithfully serve you, whose
service is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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1st Reading: Isaiah 9.1-4

1 But there will be no gloom for those who
were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he will make glorious the way of the
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the nations.

2 The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness— on them light has
shined.

3 You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult
when dividing plunder.

4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day
of Midian.

Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 27.1-10

1. The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom then shall I fear?: the Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I
be afraid?

2. When the wicked, even my enemies
and my foes, come upon me to
devour me: they shall stumble and
fall.

3. If an army encamp against me, my
heart shall not be afraid: and if war
should rise against me, yet will I
trust.

4. One thing I have asked from the Lord,
which I will require: that I may dwell in
the house of the Lord all the days of my
life,

5. To see the fair beauty of the Lord:
and to seek his will in his temple.

6. For he will hide me under his shelter in
the day of trouble: and conceal me in
the shadow of his tent, and set me high
upon a rock.

7. And now he will lift up my head:
above my enemies round about me.

8. And I will offer sacrifices in his
sanctuary with exultation: I will sing, I
will sing praises to the Lord.

9. O Lord, hear my voice when I cry:
have mercy upon me and answer me.

10.My heart has said of you, ‘Seek his
face’: your face, Lord, I will seek.

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.10-18

1"Now I appeal to you, brothers and
sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you should be in
agreement and that there should be no
divisions among you, but that you should
be united in the same mind and the same
purpose. ! For it has been reported to me
by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels
among you, my brothers and sisters. 2
What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I
belong to Paul’, or ‘I belong to Apollos’,
or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to
Christ.” * Has Christ been divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul? *1 thank



God that I baptized none of you except
Crispus and Gaius, " so that no one can
say that you were baptized in my name. '¢
(I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know
whether I baptized anyone else.) '’ For
Christ did not send me to baptize but to
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent
wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might
not be emptied of its power. '® For the
message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God..

Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia:

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every
disease and every sickness among the
people.

Alleluia

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 4.12-25

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to St Matthew

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had
been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.'> He
left Nazareth and made his home in
Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, '* so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:'* ‘Land of Zebulun,

land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles—'¢ the people who sat in
darkness have seen a great light, and for
those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned.” '” From that time
Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” '8 As
he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into
the lake—for they were fishermen. ' And
he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will
make you fish for people.” *° Immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 2! As
he went from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. 2> Immediately they left the boat and
their father, and followed him. > Jesus
went throughout Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and curing every
disease and every sickness among the
people. 2* So his fame spread throughout
all Syria, and they brought to him all the
sick, those who were afflicted with various
diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,
and paralytics, and he cured them. *> And
great crowds followed him from Galilee,
the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan
For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ



Intercessions for the Eucharist
and for you to say at home

The response to the bidding:
Lord of our nation ... is ... Hear our prayer.
Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

As we gather to offer the mass for our nation of
Australia, let us be mindful of our Church in
her vocation to serve all God’s people. We give
thanks for Garry and Scott, our Bishops and all
those they serve

Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

Bless our indigenous brothers and sisters and
grant us the gifts of wisdom and discernment as
we look to the future together

Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

Enfold with your love those who are seeking a
new life here on our shores. May we be a
beacon of hospitality and generosity to those
who live in fear

Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

We give thanks for the work of those who have
won awards this weekend and ask for God’s
blessing on their endeavours

Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

For our departed loved ones especially the
recently departed that they may
enter the homeland prepared for them and
rejoice in your nearer presence

Lord of our nation ...... Hear our prayer.

Father, we give you thanks for all your
generous blessings on our land. Help us to
build up your kingdom so that all people may
see something of your greatness and
compassion. We ask this through Jesus Christ
Our Lord. Amen.

For Your Prayers
This Week

For the sick and in need and those who are
preparing for surgery:

Beatrix, Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar,
Heather M., Bishop Scott & his family,
Lorraine, Sharon

For Those Who Have Died

Years Mind

Margaret Evans, Warrick Willows — Priest,
Francis Pitman, Eva Button, Fredrick
Richardson, Clarice Carter, Clifford Manson,
Clarence Coon, Mabel Hinchcliffe, Obed
Welsh, Freda Lyon, Kenneth Bloom, Gladys
Annett, Bruce Cuming

Today's Homily

How to make a disciple.

Some of my favourite ‘I don’t have to think
about this Television shows’ are actually
cooking shows. Nigella Lawson, Rick Stein,
Adam Liaw, and Canadian bakeoff to name but
a few.

The scenery is exotic, the food looks
scrumptious and we are always reassured that it
smells enticing and tastes terrific. Recipes are
available on the web site and the dishes never
fail.

Today’s gospel is a recipe on how to make a
disciple. It looks easy, any crazy fisherman
could do it, and we are even given a pattern of
a recipe.

Cure the sick, proclaim the good news, cast out
a few skanky demons and say the mantra
‘Follow me’ often enough and... ta da! Here’s
one that was prepared earlier. Well, this seems
simple enough.

But what is not immediately apparent is that
there is a lot of hard work that goes into
making a disciple and just as we don’t get to



see the slicing and dicing, the gathering of the
ingredients and the waiting, so there is much
that lies hidden from us in the gospel. On a
quick cursory reading of the call of that first
motley crew, we are only given the skimpiest
of recipes.

So today I want to go behind the scenes with
the camera crew, the research editors and the
sound techies and offer a few little insights into
some of the hard slog, laborious, unglamorous
work in making a disciple.

The first ingredient you need and this might
sound really odd, is you start with several large
dollops of silence. You simply just place
yourself in The Masters presence and listen to
what He has to say. Still yourself and learn
again, for the umpteenth time, this whole
exercise is not about you. It must always first
and foremost be, about the one who calls and
the one who he is calling.

You might find this silence thing easy to do,
but I never have. Yet I know it to be an
essential and vital ingredient in our recipe.
Silence before your encounter, silence during
your encounter and silence after. Just as our
master chefs on the screen liberally slosh and
splash wine into the pan, so too be generous
and uninhibited with the amount of silence you
use.

You get better results that way and you’ll be
the better chef for it.

The next step in the recipe is reorientation. The
disciples had their sights set on the next great
catch of fish and they had to have their focus
shifted from lots of mackerel and tuna, to the
calling of the vulnerable, the grubby and the
undesirable. This is what you will be catching
from now on gentleman. You will be catching
people. Flawed, fallible, hard wired for sin and
mortality, human beings.

Reorientation is hard and it is hard because it is
not a simple, straightforward one off forever

and ever action, but a continuous, consistent,
conscious turning and focussing away from the
past and its ick, to the future and the joy of
walking with Him. Looking forward together.
All Disciples, no matter how long they’ve been
trying to follow the Master, are sorely tempted
to look back to the past. Guilt is a great head
turner.

The next ingredient is light. Bright some light,
shed some light, BE the light. Many of us, I
suspect, have been in a social setting where
there has been at least one person in the room
who has been glowing. They are not usually
the noisy ones or the gregarious ones or the
extravert. They are the ones who you know you
can trust, who have an inner calm and
confidence, who’s faith and inner strength you
just know that you can rely on. These are the
fisher people who give off His light and others
are drawn to it. Be this light. Be his light.

What else is in the recipe?

Healing.. this is both easy and difficult. The
method is easy. Just sit with the would-be
disciple and listen. You might have to sit in
silence for a long time, for many times but this
willingness to sit alongside and listen, not
condemn or offer shonky advice, but to ask
questions and wait.... Is far more effective and
beneficial that the sling, antibiotics, or blood
test. There’s outward healing with bandaids
and IV drips and you rightly go to the right
appropriate places for that sort of healing.

For everything else, the really important
healing, use the instruments of an attentive ear
and a pastoral heart.

It occurred to me as I wrote about all these
ingredients; silence, reorientation, light, and
healing that these are not just for newly minted
disciples. These are all things that the well
seasoned, much experienced disciples strive for
and continuously aspire to. So perhaps I should
simply say this.



That in order to make a disciple,... first...
become one yourself.

Next Weeks Homily

The 'In crowd'

dNews
Each week. There is a new free
complimentary dNews.

Fr. David's easy quiz

Jeanine and Fr. David are going where on their
holidays.

e  Bass Straight

. New York
) London
° Paris

e  The Barossa Valley.

Fr. David's hard quiz

Puddleduck is...

e  The patron saint of duck farmers

e A winery

e A farm that Fr. David visited in England
once

e A clever maneuver to dodge a cricket ball
in the rain.

e A restaurant

The answers from last weeks quiz were:

Easy quiz: Blesssed are the poor in spirit

Hard quiz: Will be taking Monday as their day
off

Thought of the week from

Mothers’ Union

Sunday 25th January 2026

Being open to possibility and purpose

‘But seek first God’s kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well” (Matthew 6:33)

Jesus has just made a contrast between the
unbelievers of this world and his disciples. The

aim of the unbelievers is to seek the things of
this life, beginning with clothes, food and
drink. Jesus knows that we need such things.
But he wants us to put God’s kingdom first.
God’s kingdom is his reign, his rule. Our first
duty as human beings is to enter the kingdom,
by submitting to the rule of God through
repentance and faith. The aim of our life is then
to just him and to please him. The contrast with
the aims of this world is striking. We are
surrounded by people who have this-worldly
goals, aims which can only disappoint. God’s
kingdom gives true hope.

Question for thought:

What do I want for my children and
grandchildren?

Loving Lord, we pray for the Diocese of St
Mark the Evangelist in Southern Africa. As
many families continue to face significant
challenges, including poverty, HIV/AIDS,
unemployment, crime, and domestic violence
may members be strengthened by the prayer
and fellowship they share. Help them to
encourage others to have faith in you. Amen.

Cuppa and chatter

Cuppa and chatter is back on and happening on
Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from 2pm
onwards and Gents to Thommos Tavern at
3:00pm. All are welcome.

Wanted

Small quiet farmhouse or cottage sought to rent
by lady with one dog. Very tidy with excellent
references. Contact Deacon Jannie
0420283809 with a text message please.

Are You Interested?

I am seeking any ladies who are interested in
attending a Ladies Breakfast. The breakfast
will be held in the Canon Julian Centre on a
Saturday morning and would consist of a
continental breakfast menu. The event would



commence at around 9.00am and cost $5.00
per head.

A list will be placed in the back of Christ
Church, and all ladies are invited (not just
church ladies) — let me know on the list if it is
something you would like to do.

Sue Mustow

Jeanine and Fr. David will be on
leave from Wednesday 28th of January till
Thursday 12th of February . In case of

emergency please contact Deacon Jannie p.
0420 283 809

Ash Wednesday this year is on the
18th of February. Stations of the cross start at
9:15am, Masses are at 10am and 7:00pm.

The first Parish Council

meeting for 2026 is on Thursday 19th of
February at 5:30pm.

January ... is the month to bring back
your palm crosses and spy out any confirmees.

Anglicare at this time are looking for
things like long life milk, biscuits, pasta, pasta
sauce, meals in a can, sandwich spreads,
breakfast cereals (other than weetbix). These
would all be greatly appreciated.

St Mary’s Dunkeld

Last week it was announced that St. Mary's
Dunkeld has been sold. There is a fine and
helpful document prepared by Mike Robins,
the Chair of The Property and Finance
available for your collection today. If you have
further questions please do not hesitate to see
Fr. David or even better contact Mike himself.
mike.robins@bigpond.com

Settlement is on the 26th of February.

A service of Deconsecration needs to be
organised with Bishop Garry or Scott early
afternoon Sunday 15" February.

The funds are dispersed to address our parish
debt, to go to the redress scheme and towards
ministry for our parish

It will mean that the cost of insurance, rates
and upkeep for St. Mary’s Dunkeld will be no
longer.

Our normal day to day costs to run the parish
continue

Most importantly please remember those who
have worshipped in the past.

More to follow

OfTheF teaisi
€ommittee The Outreach and
Fundraising Committee

Well it's official! The Fundraising Committee
has changed its name

from The Fundraising Committee to the
Outreach and Fundraising Committee. This is
to highlight the mission and outreach aspect of
its work.

There are few things that we hope to achieve in
the first half of this year.

A Bowls afternoon / evening

Fashion parade and lunch on the 16th of April
Coles Sausage sizzle on a Saturday in May.
We would really get excited if others came to
join the meetings to support the outreach of our
parish into the community. The next meeting is
on Thursday 26th of February at 1;30pm.

A Heffalump and Wooly Mammoth sized
Thank you to all those who continue to use the
recycle bin in the hall so that the parish can
receive multiples of 10 cents.

Some Lenten things

Ash Wednesday is on the 18th of February.
There are two masses. 10am and 7:00pm.
Stations of the cross will be celebrated at
9:15am each Wednesday beginning on Ash
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Wednesday.
The theme for the lenten homilies will be
'Instruments of Resurrection'.

Thank you to all those who came along
to the men's breakfast yesterday. gourmet and
generous food and a convivial conversation.
Special Thanks to our 'Masterchef Lofty'.

Time to play... Spot the clergy.
Thursday 19th of February.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake

Tea

Our traditional pancake tea will be held on
Tuesday 17th February in the church hall
commencing at 6pm.

The cost is still just $10 per person with
primary age children free.

There is a list at the back of the church- please
indicate if you are planning to come

TODAY'’S HYMNS

522 417 630 740

Saturday 31st January Vigil 6.00pm

Services for this week

Wednesday 28th January Holy Communion 10.00am

Sunday 1st February Eucharist 9.00am
Eucharist 10.30am
Eucharist 5.00pm

Reader 1: lan Reader 2: Betty Intercessor: Heather

FEucharist Assistant: Heather

Christ Church Hamilton
Christ Church Hamilton
St Mark’s Cavendish
Christ Church Hamilton
St Mary’s Dunkeld

Sidesmen: Helen & Illford




