Anglican Parish of Hamilton
Last Sunday After Epiphany -
Transfiguration
15th February 2026

Sentence: Matthew 17.5
Suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him!’

Collect

Almighty God, you gave the law to guide our lives: grant that we may never shrink from
your commandments, but, as we are taught by your Spirit, may fulfil your law in perfect
love; through Christ our Lord and Master, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen.

A service of Deconsecration for the Dunkeld church will be held at
Dunkeld today Sunday 15" February to commence at 2.30pm.
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Ist Reading: Exodus 24.12-18

12 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on
the mountain, and wait there; and I will give
you the tablets of stone, with the law and the
commandment, which I have written for their
instruction.” '3 So Moses set out with his
assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the
mountain of God. '* To the elders he had said,
‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again;
for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a
dispute may go to them.” '* Then Moses went
up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '® The glory of the Lord settled on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out
of the cloud. '” Now the appearance of the
glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on
the top of the mountain in the sight of the
people of Israel. '® Moses entered the cloud,
and went up on the mountain. Moses was on
the mountain for forty days and forty nights.
Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Psalm 2

1. Why are the nations in tumult: and why do
the peoples cherish a vain dream?

2. The kings of the earth rise up and the
rulers conspire together: against the
Lord and against his anointed, saying,

3. ‘Let us break their bonds asunder: let us
throw off their chains from us.’

4. He that dwells in heaven shall laugh
them to scorn: the Lord will hold them in
derision.

5. Then will he speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury: ‘I, the Lord,
have set up my king on Zion my holy hill.’

6. I will announce the Lord’s decree, that
which he has spoken: ‘You are my son,
this day have I begotten you.

7. ‘Ask of me, and I will give you the nations
for your inheritance: the uttermost parts of
the earth for your possession.

8. ‘You may break them with a rod of iron:
and shatter them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel.’

9. Now therefore be wise, O kings: be
advised, you that are judges of the earth.

10. Serve the Lord with awe, and govern
yourselves in fear and trembling: lest he
be angry, and you perish in your course.

11. For his wrath is quickly kindled: blessed are
those that turn to him for refuge.

2nd Reading: 2 Peter 1.16-21

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths
when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had
been eyewitnesses of his majesty. !7 For he
received honour and glory from God the Father
when that voice was conveyed to him by the
Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” '® We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven,
while we were with him on the holy mountain.
19So we have the prophetic message more fully
confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to
this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts. ?° First of all you must understand
this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of
one’s own interpretation, 2! because no
prophecy ever came by human will, but men
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from God.

Hear the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia:

‘This is my Son, my Chosen;
listen to him’

Alleluia

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 17.1-9

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
According to St Matthew

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

!'Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and
James and his brother John and led them up a
high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was
transfigured before them, and his face shone
like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them
Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be
here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” > While he was still speaking, suddenly
a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from
the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to
him!” ® When the disciples heard this, they fell
to the ground and were overcome by fear. ” But
Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up
and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they looked
up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
% As they were coming down the mountain,
Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the
vision until after the Son of Man has been
raised from the dead.’
For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

TODAY'’S HYMNS

361 334 362 333

Intercessions for the Eucharist
and for you to say at home

The response to the bidding
‘Radiant Christ’ is ... ‘Transfigure us today’
Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today

We ache for a world that is transformed by the
life and love of God. Therefore we bring him
our needs and the needs of the world.

That the Holy Spirit may continue to guide the
Church in truth, and her light may shine more
brightly in the world

Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today

Heavenly Father, you catch us off guard and
expose our weakness. We give you thanks for
the surprises you will send us this week. Gift us
with strong faith, that our words will be filled
with wisdom to lead many to know Jesus
Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today.

We choose the limelight while you call us to
explore the shadows and brighten the darkness.
We ask that world leaders may seek the
counsel of God and trust in his ways as they
govern their people in the ways of harmony,
peace and reconciliation

Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today.

We seek to stay on the mountain or in a
comfortable place while you walk into the
valleys of need.

Help us to seek out those who are most
vulnerable and cannot care for themselves
Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today.

That those who have died may see God face to
face and share in the glory of the
transfiguration

Radiant Christ ... Transfigure us today,

Heavenly Father fill us with light and courage
to carry good news into all the corners of the
world and to bring back the joy of your
presence. Amen



For Your Prayers
This Week

For the sick and in need and those who are
preparing for surgery:

Beatrix, Bishop Garry, Vivian McKellar,
Heather M., Bishop Scott & his family,
Lorraine, Sharon

For Those Who Have Died

Years Mind

Clive Norris, John Frost, James Hayes,
William Fowler, Albert Buchanan, Alice
White, George Meade, Mavis Vaughan, Venus
Aldridge, Philip Reid, Francis Peterson, Walter
Button, Neville Taylor, Charlotte Trotter,
Hazel Black, Pamela Francis, John Taylor

For The Wider Church and

Its Ministry
The Church of the Province of the Indian
Ocean

. Riverina: Donald Kirk

. Camperdown and Holy Apostles:
Matthew Jones, Kaye Hanks (deacon).
St Mark’s Abbey - Sister Raphael & the
oblates.

. Those living the Single Consecrated Life:
Janet Winfield

. Kainantu

. The United Nations Organization and its
agencies.

Today's Homily
The red hire ute.

Today’s story is not pretty. It comes with a
health warning about commandment number 8.
The adventure begins when I have to hire a ute
to shift some things from point A to point B.
All goes well. I make the booking, I fill out the
forms, collect the hire ute. It’s a red one
because red vehicles go faster. I shift the bits
and pieces, fill up the ute with petrol and return

1it.

I go for a swim and afterwards I see that [ have
a missed call on my phone. I see the kind
person who has reached out to me has left a
message.

‘Good morning Father David, my name is
Detective Brian O’Connor. | am just inquiring
about the petrol you stole this morning when
you filled up the red hire ute. Could you please
give me a call so we can discuss the matter
further?”

It is then to my appalling horror, that I realise
that I had completely forgotten to pay for the
petrol.

Tremulously I phone back and get straight
through.

“Good morning detective it’s Fr. David Oulton
and I am returning your call about the petrol I
stole.” I explain why I stole. ‘I am truly sorry
and I am wondering if I brought in a receipt to
the police station with your name on the
back... whether this might help the whole thing
to go away.’

Give the Detective Sergeant his due he is
completely compassionate but also completely
professional.

“Yes Fr. David, that would be very helpful.
Thank you. At least you don’t fight it like some
of them”

‘Oh no, I’'m completely in the wrong and I will
bring in the receipt within a couple of hours.’

I go to where I stole the petrol from. I walk in
and the attendant says in a loud voice to a shop
full of people.

“Oh you're the priest who hired the red ute and
stole the petrol”. Yes, that’s right. I’'m sorry
and I am here to pay for it.’

People look askance at me and I wonder if a
reporter with a microphone might appear from
the corner.

I drive to the Police station tightly clutching
my receipt with the good sergeant’s name
printed neatly on the back.

I’m really, ... really hoping that the police



station will be empty; that and I can shove the
bit of paper across the counter, disappear
quickly and get this whole sorry mess sorted.
But no, ... all the mad, bad and sad it seems
have gathered in the foyer for this spectacle.
Every shade of warped and shabby humanity is
there. I make my way to the counter and before
I can open my mouth the policeman says in a
booming voice

“Oh here comes the priest who hired red ute
and stole the petrol”

Silence. I feel everyone’s disbelief and shock
as I again offer my apologies and the receipt.
My get out of jail card. I almost run out of the
station.

It’s the sort of story I hope someone might tell
at my wake.

How does it connect with the transfiguration
story in this morning’s gospel?

Matthew, Mark and Luke all have this story of
transfiguration. They each tell it in their own
way but it’s there in all three gospels. Clearly
something quite special and wonderful
happened. They wanted to share it with their
readers and listeners. It’s an important story for
them and they understand that the world needs
to know about it. Even Peter’s attempt to pitch
a tent and show his understandable flaw is
important. For every bit of our stories reveal
something of who we are and they reveal who
He is.

So let me tell you another story that is a little
more edifying.

It’s the Synod eucharist at our cathedral in
Ballarat. It’s the moment when all have
received communion and everyone is just
seated quietly reflecting on what has happened.
The atmosphere is fragrant with incense, the
choir’s exquisite music is ringing in my ears,
and just for a few sweet tantalising moments
everything is complete, .. perfect, as it should
be. I am in tears for two reasons.

The exquisite beauty of this is deeply moving
and tears beat words every time. The other

reason is that I am quietly praying... Please
God... don’t let this end... Please let me enjoy
this for just a few moments longer. But I know
that’s not possible and that’s why I’m crying.
My Peter, ‘lets put down a tent right here
moment’ is over and we move forward towards
the end of the liturgy. I can still see this
moment and when I remember it I am actually
there.

The word re member is a powerful word
because it is the opposite to dis member. In
remembering we are enmeshed in Him who
became flesh for us ... or rather we realise
again to our delight, that we always have been.
Renée Roden put it this way

“At The Eucharist—the community’s
remembering of Christ’s sacrifice and Christ’s
revelation of himself in glory—makes Christ
truly present in our world. Rather than building
a monument in response to holiness, we are
called to become the living stones. Our lives,
our hearts, and our communities are called to
become a testament to the transfiguration we
have seen. The church is not real estate. We
don’t need to pitch a tent. We just have to go
out and Live the memory and share it. In doing
so we make it present and real.”

My story, is your story, is our story, is His
story. The story that goes on forever ... and
ever ... Amen

Next Weeks Homily
Bread and Wine

Happy Birthday to
Shirley Gregory (February 18th)
From all the Parish Family




dNews
Each week. There is a new free
complimentary dNews.

Fr. David's easy quiz
Commandment no. 8 is

e  Honor your father and mother

e  Keep Holy the Sabbath

e Do not covet your neighbor's red ute
e  Don't steal (the petrol.)

Fr. David's hard quiz

Lectio Divina means

e A great style of italian Red wine

e  Learning about God

e  Divine Reading

e  Bible teaching

e  The company that makes the bread we use
at Mass.

)

The answers from last weeks quiz were:

Easy quiz: All of the above

Hard quiz: Alleluia

Thought of the week from

Mothers’ Union

Sunday 15" February 2026

Forgiving Love of Christ

‘The son said, “Father I have sinned against
Heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” But the Father said,
“Let’s celebrate. This son of mine was dead
and is alive again; was lost and is found™”
(Luke 15:21&24)

Sometimes it’s hard to forgive, especially when
the offence is bad. Hence when we see
ourselves for who we are, rather like the
prodigal son of the parable of Jesus, finding the
forgiveness of God when we turn to him is the
most joyous experience possible. The son is
completely restored into his family, such is the
forgiveness he finds. But, you do know that

there were two sons in the story. The second
son relies on his own goodness to have a
standing with his father. He scorns his brother
rather than welcoming him. Often, we are like
that, proud of our achievements and goodness.
Unaware that we too are sinners in need of
forgiveness.

Question for thought:

Which brother am I most like?

Heavenly Father our hearts are heavy with the
ongoing troubles in South Sudan. We pray for
our members in the Diocese of Benitu as they
serve you by caring for those who have basic
needs like food, seeds and tools but also those
directly affected by the conflict. We thank you
for their commitment and perseverance and
their deep trust in you. Amen

Cuppa and chatter

Cuppa and chatter is back on and happening on
Thursdays. Ladies to Lemon Myrtle from
2.15pm until 3.00pm and Gents to Thommos
Tavern at 3:00pm. All are welcome.

Wanted

Small quiet farmhouse or cottage sought to rent
by lady with one dog. Very tidy with excellent
references. Contact Deacon Jannie
0420283809 with a text message please.

Are You Interested?

I am seeking any ladies who are interested in
attending a Ladies Breakfast. The breakfast
will be held in the Canon Julian Centre on
Saturday morning the 28" February at
9.00am and would consist of a continental
breakfast menu. The cost is $5.00 per head.
A list will be placed in the back of Christ
Church, and all ladies are invited (not just
church ladies) — let me know on the list if it is
something you would like to do.

Sue Mustow



Ash Wednesday this year is on the
18th of February. Stations of the cross start at
9:15am, Masses are at 10am and 7:00pm.

The first Parish Council

meeting for 2026 is on Thursday 19th of
February at 5:30pm.

Anglicare

A huge thank you to everyone who supports
Anglicare with goodies to share. The
volunteers are extremely grateful.

Much needed items: Milo, coffee, vegemite,
tuna, peanut butter, sardines, pet food

St Mary’s Dunkeld

It has been announced that St. Mary's Dunkeld
has been sold. There is a fine and helpful
document prepared by Mike Robins, the Chair
of The Property and Finance available for your
collection today. If you have further questions
please do not hesitate to see Fr. David or even
better contact Mike himself.
mike.robins@bigpond.com

Settlement is on the 26th of February.

A service of Deconsecration has been
organised with Bishop Garry or Scott Sunday
15% February to commence at 2.30pm.

The funds are dispersed to address our parish
debt, to go to the redress scheme and towards
ministry for our parish

It will mean that the cost of insurance, rates
and upkeep for St. Mary’s Dunkeld will be no
longer.

Our normal day to day costs to run the parish
continue

Most importantly please remember those who
have worshipped in the past.

(IF you are going and IF you are able to bring a
plate of food, this would be gratefully
appreciated)

OfTheF Heaisi
€ommittee The Outreach and
Fundraising Committee

Well it's official! The Fundraising Committee
has changed its name

from The Fundraising Committee to the
Outreach and Fundraising Committee. This is
to highlight the mission and outreach aspect of
its work.

There are few things that we hope to achieve in
the first half of this year.

A Bowls afternoon / evening

Fashion parade and lunch on the 16th of April
Coles Sausage sizzle on a Saturday in May.
We would really get excited if others came to
join the meetings to support the outreach of our
parish into the community. The next meeting is
on Thursday 26th of February at 1;30pm.

A Heffalump and Wooly Mammoth §)sized
Thank you to all those who continue to use the
recycle bin in the hall so that the parish can
receive multiples of 10 cents.

Some Lenten things

Ash Wednesday is on the 18th of February.
There are two masses. 10am and 7:00pm.
Stations of the cross will be celebrated at
9:15am each Wednesday beginning on Ash
Wednesday.

The theme for the lenten homilies will be
'Instruments of Resurrection'.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake

Tea

Our traditional pancake tea will be held on
Tuesday 17th February in the church hall
commencing at 6pm.

The cost is still just $10 per person with
primary age children free.

There is a list at the back of Christ Church
please indicate if you are planning to come
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Time to play... Spot the clergy.
Thursday 19th of February.

BOOK FAIR 2026

The Book Fair will run from Monday 23™
February through to April 1* this year.
SETTING UP- with the assistance of the
Hamilton Raiders Soccer Club will be on
Saturday the 21 of February- commencing at
8.30am.

VENUE: Our usual shops in the Hub,
Hamilton.

ASSISTANCE: we need helpers to transport
the furniture and books from Peter’s shed and
people to help place the books onto the trestles
etc.

ROSTER: please consider putting your name
on the roster to sell the books. The first week’s
roster will be in the church hall from the 14™ of
February. DONATIONS of good quality
books are always welcome.

PROCEEDS: This year’s donations will be
given to a worthy local project, nationally to
BLAZE AID for help in the fire ravaged
communities and our International cause this
year is EVERY DAUGHTER MATTERS.

As always we rely on everyone in the parish to
continue to make this event the success that it
is. Over the last 35+ years we have become an
annual looked for event in Hamilton and have
given over $350,000 to many worthwhile
causes. However small your contribution is- it
is always welcomed and appreciated.

FURTHER INFORMATION:
Susan M. 0408528781 Judy P. 0428712591

Harvest Festival and Lenten
philosophy/Bible studies
for 2026

This year St Peter’s Harvest Festival will be
held on 1st March at 6:30 p.m We will
celebrate with a rousing Evensong service
accompanied by a choir from Hamilton and
then the usual spirited auction of wonderful
produce, fresh vegetables, fruits, relishes, jams
and other surprises!! It would be great to have
your company to swell our numbers and add to
the success of the harvest gathered. And now to
the Bible studies! These proved to be
interesting, illuminating, and personally
valuable to the participants last year. Father
John Corrigan from St Thomas’s and Father
David Oulton from St Peter’s will lead us
through this ecumenical and philosophical set
of studies. You may think that this will be too
intense for you but be assured it’s fascinating
and rewarding and we have a great supper after
each weekly session!! The first session begins
on Thursday 19th February at 7:pm at Stirling
(home of Elisabeth Cuming) and will continue
during Lent leading up to Easter. Do give it a
try!! There is nothing to lose and much to gain-
- we’d love to include you. Please ring
Elisabeth Cuming on 55774223 or 0427774223
or Betty Balkin on 0417316259 if you are
interested and for catering purposes.

Reader I: Jenny  Reader 2: Penny

Services for this week

Wednesday 18th February  Holy Communion 10.00am  Christ Church Hamilton

Saturday 21st February  Vigil 6.00pm Christ Church Hamilton

Sunday 22nd February  Eucharist 9.00am St Peter’s Glenthompson
Eucharist 10.30am Christ Church Hamilton

Intercessor: Betty  Sidesmen: Stewart & Meredith

Eucharist Assistant: John




