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dNews 
Each week.  There is a new free 
complimentary dNews  
 
Fr. David's easy quiz 
At our 150th celebrations on November 23rd 
at 11:00am Bishop Garry will arrive by  

• Helicopter 

• Maxi cab 

• Chauffeured limousine 

• Car 

• Uber 

 
Fr. David's hard quiz 
At this year's Synod Fr. David will seek to 
amend the legislation so that clergy... 

• Get two days off a week 

• Have 5.5 weeks of annual leave 
(accumulative) 

• That at retirement the parish car  
becomes the clerics own private 
property 

• All the above 

• None of the above. 

 
The answers from last weeks quiz were: 

Easy Quiz: Quietly sits in the back row and 

drinks it all in. 
Hard Quiz:  Fr Ian Howarth 
 
Meow + squawk + woof = our pet blessing 
on Sunday October 12th 
 

Cuppa and Chatter 
It all happens on Thursday at 2.15pm.  
Ladies to the Lemon Myrtle and 3.00pm gents 
to the Thompson’s Tavern  

Reader 1: Linley Reader 2: Heather Intercessor: Judy T Sidesmen: Linley & Denise 

Eucharist Assistant: Susan 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Wednesday 8th October Holy Communion 10.00am Christ Church Hamilton 

Saturday 11th October Vigil 6.00pm Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday  12th October Eucharist 9.00am St Peter’s Glenthompson 
 Eucharist 10.30am Christ Church Hamilton 

Thought of the week from Mothers’ Union 
Australia 
Sunday 5 th October 2025 
Keys of the Kingdom 
Jesus said to Peter, ‘I will give you the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven…’ (Matthew 18:10) 
Keys are interesting objects. Locks protect us 
and our belongings. Keys open up our doors 
and let us in. To give someone your key is to 
express faith in them. Peter fulfilled this role 
as we can see in the Acts of the Apostles, 
when he preached about Jesus to the Jewish 
people on the Day of Pentecost  (Acts 2) and 
to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius (Acts 
10). They entered the kingdom of heaven 
when they repented and turned to Jesus for 
forgiveness. Our prayer must be that he will 
use us too, to bring the good news to people 
around us, not forgetting the poor, the disa-
bled, the sick and those in prison. 
Question for thought: 
Do I pray for friends and neighbours that they 
will enter God’s kingdom? 
Almighty God, we give you thanks that the 
good news of Jesus Christ has spread 
throughout the world. We pray this week for 
the Dioceses of Mbhashe in South Africa, 
Kitgum in Uganda, Ukewa and Ilesa in South 
Nigeria, Central Melanesia in the Solomon 
Islands and our members in Tasmania as they 
care for those in their communities who are 
in need. May they share your great love that 
they will know the peace of God which 
passes all understanding. Amen. 

  

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

5th October 2025 

WELCOME 

Parish Directory 

Parish Website: www.hamiltonanglican.org.au  
Parish Facebook: facebook.com/AnglicanHamilton 

Diocesan Website: ballaratanglican.org.au. 

PARISH 
PRIEST  

Fr David Oulton 03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
Email: droulton72@gmail.com 
PH: 0435 867 040 
39 Griffin Street 
Facetime, Messenger, Skype 

PARISH  
OFFICE 

9.00am-12.00pm 
Thursdays and Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 
PO Box 474 

CHURCH 
WARDENS 

Stewart Otton  - Rector’s Warden 
Claire Hilsdon - Peoples Warden 
Ian Hartley - Peoples Warden 

0429 724 545 
0488 529 303 
0407 095 410 

If you would like to give to the parish by the direct debit option, the parish bank details are 
as follows:- NAB.  BSB:083-663 the account No.: 51580-7866. 

Even if you miss coming you are still giving. This also helps with budgeting for our future. 

Christ Church 
Hamilton 

St Mary’s St Peter’s  St Mark’s All Saints’ 
Dunkeld Glenthompson Cavendish Penshurst 

Sentence: Luke 22.27 
‘Who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? But I am 
among you,’ says the Lord, ‘as one who serves.’ 
 
Collect  
 
Faithful God, have mercy on us your unworthy servants, and increase our 
faith, that, trusting in your Spirit’s power to work in us and through us we 
may never be ashamed to witness to our Lord but may obediently serve him 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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1st Reading Lamentations 1.1-6 

 
1 How lonely sits the city that once was full 
of people! How like a widow she has be-
come, she that was great among the na-
tions! She that was a princess among the 
provinces has become a vassal. 2 She 
weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on 
her cheeks; among all her lovers she has no 
one to comfort her; all her friends have 
dealt treacherously with her, they have be-
come her enemies. 3 Judah has gone into 
exile with suffering and hard servitude; she 
lives now among the nations, and finds no 
resting-place; her pursuers have all over-
taken her in the midst of her distress. 4 The 
roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to 
the festivals; all her gates are desolate, her 
priests groan; her young girls grieve, and 
her lot is bitter. 5 Her foes have become the 
masters, her enemies prosper, because the 
Lord has made her suffer for the multitude 
of her transgressions; her children have 
gone away,      captives before the foe. 6 

From daughter Zion has departed all her 
majesty. Her princes have become like 
stags that find no pasture; they fled without 
strength before the pursuer. 

Hear the word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God  

 
Psalm Lamentations 3.19-26 
 
19. The thought of my affliction and my 

homelessness is wormwood and 
gall! 

20. My soul continually thinks of it 
and is bowed down within me. 

21. But this I call to mind, and therefore 
I have hope: 

22. The steadfast love of the Lord nev-
er ceases, his mercies never come 
to an end; 

23. they are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness. 

24. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my 
soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 

25. The Lord is good to those who wait 
for him, to the soul that seeks him. 

26. It is good that one should wait qui-
etly for the salvation of the Lord . 

 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1.1-14 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the 
will of God, for the sake of the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, 
my beloved child:Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 3 I am grateful to God—whom I wor-
ship with a clear conscience, as my ances-
tors did—when I remember you constantly 
in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling 
your tears, I long to see you so that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this 
reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you through the laying 
on of my hands; 7 for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and of self-discipline. 8 
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony 
about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, 
relying on the power of God, 9 who saved 
us and called us with a holy calling, not 
according to our works but according to 
his own purpose and grace. This grace was 
given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 10 but it has now been revealed 
through the appearing of our Saviour 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I 
do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the 
one in whom I have put my trust, and I am 
sure that he is able to guard until that day 
what I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the 
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we got a kilo in a quick business transaction, 
but our faith has increased because of our 
bruises and skinned knees. Something hap-
pened, was happening, is happening at the 
altar rail Sunday by Sunday. It happened to the 
bread and wine, it happened in those around us 
and it happened to you and goodness gracious 
it even happened to that crazy Fr. David.   
So while on the surface of it the two chunks of 
today’s gospel seem completely unrelated they 
are in fact a single unified question and answer 
session. 
Expecting God to do our faithfulness for us is 
like a slave expecting to be waited on by his 
master. 
Want to increase your faith? 
Sure, this is how. 
‘Put on your apron, prepare supper for me, and 
serve me;  
 
Next week's homily 
The marvellous ministry of Myf 
 
 
Wanted 
Small quiet farmhouse or cottage sought to 
rent by lady with one dog. Very tidy with  
excellent refernces. Contact  Deacon Jannie 
0420283809 with a text message please.  
 
Q. What do Tinned Tomatoes and 
Long Life Milk have in common? 
A. They are both on the Anglicare list of 
things that are useful. 
 
Socks for Synod 
Inside the church porch at Christ Church  
Hamilton there is a specially marked tub 
'Socks for Synod'. If you are able to donate a 
pair of socks to be taken up to synod for those 
who are disadvantaged, please just simply 
place them in the tub or you can give them to 
Fr. David. 
 

All Souls Day   
(November 2nd) This year falls on a  
Sunday. "If there are names you would like 
remembered please print them very clearly on 
the clipboard at the back of Christ Church 
Hamilton or let Fr. David know."  
 

So this thing called daylight  
saving begins in the early hours of Sunday 
October 5th. This means that ... Our first 6pm 
Saturday Vigil mass is on Saturday 11th of 
October and Penshurst goes to 5pm on Sunday 
26th of October. 
 

Tallyho Thursday the 16th of 
October. 
You too are welcome at 
The Fundraising committee 1:30pm 
Parish council at 5:30pm 
 
Here's a plethora of ways to help 
with our Fete. 

 Spread the word 

 Take home a leaflet and / or a poster. 

 Pot up some plants 

 Bake some cakes and slices 

 Donate some goodies for the raffles. 
eg wine, chocolates, biscuits etc. 

 Donate some of your Bric a Brac to 
the Treasure stall 

 Major heavy lifting setting up 
happens on Wednesday 5th of  
November after 3pm. 

 Putting out produce and goodies on 
the day of the fete. 

 Any crocheted, knitted, sewn or craft 
items you enjoy creating 
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Today's Homily  
 
Want more faith 
 
Want more faith? First, put on your apron.  
When you initially read over today’s gospel it 
appears as though we have two quite distinct 
and different pieces of literature.  
First the disciples come asking for their Faith 
to be increased. It seems a perfectly logical 
and commendable question. If only everyone 
would ask for their faith to be increased, then 
the Church of God would be sorted out, world 
peace would settle upon the planet and the 
housing crisis would be a thing of the past.  
You would think that being the wise and com-
passionate and supportive and encouraging 
Messiah that Jesus would give his disciples an 
easy three step programme, anybody can do 
this at home, for all to complete in the comfort 
of their lounge room. 
But No. Instead they get a verbal rebuke. 
“If you had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
you could say to this sycamine tree, ‘Be root-
ed up, and be planted in the sea,’ and it would 
obey you.” 
Clearly chaps you’ve got a way to go. 
And what follows seems a completely unrelat-
ed story all together. Clearly a dotty old 
monk, working late at night by a futtering 
candlelight has missed out a connecting para-
graph and we are left with a disjointed and 
puzzling piece of text. 
In classic Jesus style he answers the disciples 
question with his own question. 
“Will any one of you, who has a servant plow-
ing or keeping sheep, say to him when he has 
come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit 
down at table’?  Will he not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me, and gird yourself and 
serve me, till I eat and drink; and afterward 
you shall eat and drink’?  Does he thank the 
servant because he did what was commanded? 
So you also, when you have done all that is 
commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy serv-
ants; we have only done what was our duty’ 
It took me far too long to see it but I do be-
lieve there is a connection between the two. 
If you want more faith gentleman… very well, 
this is what it will involve.  
After you have had a hard day in your day to 
day grist of life, then the important work of 

serving others begins. Gird yourself, put on 
your apron, peel the spuds, lay the table, pour 
the wine, scrub the pots and pans, do the dish-
es, clear away, wipe the benches and put out 
the breakfast things for tomorrow.  Do all of 
this without seeking any reward, any thanks, 
no pat on the back or gold stars, except that 
you know you were doing what was expected 
of you. It is not just about doing but it is the 
attitude with which you do it. Understand that 
it's not about you. It was never about you and 
if you want to increase your faith, really want 
to increase it, then you dive head first into the 
mundane and the dreary. Increase your faith 
by embracing your failures and rejections. 
You will discover that sometimes the most 
effective prayer is that which feels most inef-
fective and futile. Or as another really super 
priest once put it. “He is most intimately pre-
sent when he seems most bitterly absent.” 
You see, part of the fallacy of the disciples’ 
request is that they expect the master just to 
dollop out faith as easy as chicken pie. Ex-
pecting God to do our faithfulness for us, is 
like a slave expecting to be waited on by his 
master. I’m terribly sorry to say that attaining 
more faith does not in my experience, work 
like that. More faith and growth in faith is our 
responsibility. It is hard won, over a stupidly 
long period of time. It is manufactured and 
stirred around deep within us with tears, as 
well as laughter, dreariness, as well as excite-
ment, boredom as well as exhilaration. And 
for some reason growth in faith is easier to see 
in others rather than see it in ourselves and if 
someone could explain why that is so, boy, I’d 
really love to hear from you. 
Faith is gradually infused into us when we 
simply rock up, put on our apron, maybe even 
a pair of rubber gloves, do our work, say our 
prayers, shed our tears and giggle uncontrolla-
bly. We will increase our faith when we sob 
with those who ask the bitter hard questions. 
The ones that only have a cement pylon of 
silence for an answer. We increase our faith 
when we incessantly love the grumpy and 
irritating people into heaven. 
It is in the daily grist of simply doing our 
work, that we discover to our delight, amaze-
ment and surprise, that actually, we have 
come a ways over the past few decades and 
our faith has actually increased not because 
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standard of sound teaching that you have 
heard from me, in the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good 
treasure entrusted to you, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
The word of the Lord is the good news  
announced to you  
Alleluia! 
 
The Holy Gospel: Luke 17.5-10 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
According to St Luke 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase 
our faith!’ 6 The Lord replied, ‘If you had 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you could 
say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea”, and it would obey 
you. 7 ‘Who among you would say to your 
slave who has just come in from plough-
ing or tending sheep in the field, “Come 
here at once and take your place at the 
table”? 8 Would you not rather say to him, 
“Prepare supper for me, put on your apron 
and serve me while I eat and drink; later 
you may eat and drink”? 9 Do you thank 
the slave for doing what was command-
ed? 10 So you also, when you have done 
all that you were ordered to do, say, “We 
are worthless slaves; we have done only 
what we ought to have done!” ’ 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

 
Thank you to all those who worked so 
very hard to make the Trivia night an  
enjoyable and entertaining success. A 
wonderful time was had by all and we 

raised some much needed funds.  

So here's another November 
date to write into your  
diary. 
The Weekend of the 15th and 16th of 
November sees the Creative works of 
art and St. Peter's Guild Christmass stall 
at Earlene Gellert's. 10am - 4pm both 
days.  
All are very Welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anglican Diocese of Ballarat 
150th Anniversary prayer 

Creator God of love, 
All time and every place is your gift. 
We thank you that you have blessed our  
Diocese for the last 150 years, even when 
we have failed in our high calling to herald 
your kingdom. 
Your forgiveness, love and peace sustained 
generations of our forebears, 
And we rejoice that you still bless us and  
invite us to work with you to build justice, 
hope and love in Western Victoria. 
Inspire us with a new vision and new  
energy as we face the future, and help us to 
trust and commit to the humble serving 
path of Jesus, guided by your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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For your Prayers this week 

For the sick and in need and those who are preparing for surgery 

Beatrix 
Bishop Garry  

Vivian McKellar  
Heather M 

Bishop Scott & his family 

For those who have died 

 

 

Edna Laidlaw 
Terry Nelson 
Leonard Stidwell 
Jean Hume 
Valerie Read 
Gordon Roake 
Ethel Denns 
Francis Dunstan 
Richard Cox 

Douglas Kelly 
Wallace Hudgson 
Ruth Abbott 
Raymond Povey 
May Rippon 
Hazel Norris 
Maude Jones 
Eric Hutchins 
Alice Lakeman 

Blanche Cooper 
Evelyn Kerr 
Edith Coley 
Olive Millard 
Laurence Ezard 
Dorothy Harrison 
William Chapple 

• For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Anglican Church of Tanzania 

• MU Australia: Jill Gale (Ballarat President) 

 The Auxiliary of ABM: Alice Knight 

 Girl’s Friendly Society: Wendy Veal 

 Anglican Men’s Society  

• Bokopai & Bulolo / Wau 

• Those suffering through the abuse of drugs. 

 Those involved in drug rehabilitation. 

St Peter’s Guild Christmas Cookery 
This year we are making cakes and puddings to order, they will be ready for you to pick 
up at”Walanga” Blue Gum Road Willaura at the Created Works of Art weekend of  
November 15th and 16th. 
Although we will have a few cakes and puddings for sale on our Christmas Stall ,to secure 
your Christmas treats we ask you to place your orders no later than the 5th of November. 
Prices are as follows 
Puddings Large 10-12 generous serves $50.00 
  Small 6-8 generous serves $25.0 
Cakes  Large $100.00 
  Medium $50.00 
  Small $25.00 
Please ring Earlene Gellert on 52531561 or mobile 0448832202 or 
Elisabeth Cuming on 55774223 or mobile 0427774223 
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Intercessions for the Eucharist 
and for you to say at home 

 
The response to the bidding: 
“Loving Father” … is … “Increase our 
faith”. 
 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
We are God’s friends, but in humble 
prayer we come to him as servants, 
seeking to do our duty, and asking him 
to increase our faith. 
For those in ordained life seeking to 
serve others. That Our Lord will in-
crease their faith. For Garry our Bish-
op and for the parish of Port Fairy. 
Bless Reverend Netta who serves 
God’s people there 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
For those who earn their living from 
the land and the hospitality industry. 
We ask for a cheerful attitude and re-
silience when things go wrong. 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
Inspire all who instruct and encourage 
others in the ways of faith and spiritu-
ality. We give thanks for the work of 
the Benedictine monastery in Camper-
down and Sister Gabrielle who serves 
there 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
Be close to those who struggle with 
their faith and whose coals of love for 
the Lord have grown cool. That they 
may strive afresh to discover the joy of 
serving the resurrected Christ. 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
We commend to you the preparations 
for the 150th celebrations and ask that 

we may be a bright light of hospitality 
and welcome to all who travel to us. 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
We commend our loved ones who 
have asked our prayers and who are ill 
in body, mind or spirit. Thank you for 
those who serve them in our hospitals 
and institutions 
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
Receive our departed loved ones who 
have done their duty as faithful serv-
ants; that they may be welcomed home 
into the heavenly banquet. Especially 
the recently departed ……………...                          
Loving Father …  Increase our faith. 
 
Teach us, Good Lord, To Serve You as 
You deserve, to give and not to count 
the cost; to fight and not to heed the 
wounds; to labor and not to ask for any 
reward, save that of knowing that we 
do your will. Through Jesus Christ Our 
Lord, Amen. 
 
Mothers’ Union 
Our next meeting is on Monday 6th October at 
1.30pm in the hall. We are doing a craft  
activity and anyone is welcome to attend. 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
456 293 557 454 

Happy Birthday to 
 

Meredith Otton (Oct 7th) 
 

From all the Parish  Family 


