Anglican Parish of Hamilton
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

19th October 2025
WELCOME

Sentence.: Luke 18.7-8
Will not God grant justice to those who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them?

Collect:

O Lord, tireless guardian of your people, teach us to rely, day and night, on
your care. Drive us to seek your justice and your help, and support our prayer
lest we grow weary, for in you alone is our strength. We make our prayer
through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Ist Reading  Jeremiah 31.27-34

27 The days are surely coming,
says the Lord , when I will sow the
house of Israel and the house of
Judah with the seed of humans and
the seed of animals. 2® And just as |
have watched over them to pluck
up and break down, to overthrow,
destroy, and bring evil, so I will
watch over them to build and to
plant, says the Lord . ?° In those
days they shall no longer say: ‘The
parents have eaten sour grapes, and
the children’s teeth are set on
edge.’ *° But all shall die for their
own sins; the teeth of everyone
who eats sour grapes shall be set
on edge. *! The days are surely
coming, says the Lord , when I
will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of
Judah. 32 It will not be like the
covenant that | made with their
ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband,
says the Lord . >} But this is the
covenant that [ will make with the
house of Israel after those days,
says the Lord : I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on
their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people.

34 No longer shall they teach one
another, or say to each other,
‘Know the Lord ’, for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, says the Lord ; for I
will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 119.97-104

97. Lord, how I love your
law:it is my meditation all
the day long.

98. Your commandments
have made me wiser than
my enemies:for they
remain with me for ever.

99. I have more understanding
than all my teachers: for I
study your commands.

100. I am wiser than the
aged:because I have kept
your precepts.

101. Ihave held back my feet
from every evil path:that |
might keep your word,

102. I have not turned aside
from your judgements:for
you yourself are my
teacher.



103. How sweet are your words
to my tongue:sweeter than
honey to my mouth.

104. Through your precepts I
get understanding:
therefore I hate all lying
ways.

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 3.10-4.5

1"Now you have observed my
teaching, my conduct, my aim in
life, my faith, my patience, my
love, my steadfastness, '! my
persecutions, and my suffering the
things that happened to me in
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.
What persecutions I endured! Yet
the Lord rescued me from all of
them. '? Indeed, all who want to
live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted. '* But wicked
people and impostors will go from
bad to worse, deceiving others and
being deceived. '* But as for you,
continue in what you have learned
and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it, '* and how
from childhood you have known
the sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. '® All
scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in
righteousness, !” so that everyone

who belongs to God may be
proficient, equipped for every
good work. ! In the presence of
God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and
in view of his appearing and his
kingdom, I solemnly urge you: >
proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is
favourable or unfavourable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage,
with the utmost patience in
teaching. ® For the time is coming
when people will not put up with
sound doctrine, but having itching
ears, they will accumulate for
themselves teachers to suit their
own desires, * and will turn away
from listening to the truth and
wander away to myths. > As for
you, always be sober, endure
suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, carry out your ministry
fully

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Alleluia, alleluia!

For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart..
Alleluia!



The Holy Gospel: Luke 18.1-14

The Lord be with you.
And also with you

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ
According to St Luke

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

! Then Jesus told them a parable
about their need to pray always
and not to lose heart. 2 He said, ‘In
a certain city there was a judge
who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. * In that city
there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, “Grant
me justice against my opponent.” 4
For a while he refused; but later he
said to himself, “Though I have no
fear of God and no respect for
anyone, ° yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant
her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually
coming.” ’ ® And the Lord said,
‘Listen to what the unjust judge
says. 7 And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry
to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them? 8 I tell
you, he will quickly grant justice
to them. And yet, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on

earth?’ ° He also told this parable
to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt: 1
“Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other
a tax-collector. ' The Pharisee,
standing by himself, was praying
thus, “God, I thank you that [ am
not like other people: thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax-collector. '? I fast twice a
week; I give a tenth of all my
income.” '3 But the tax-collector,
standing far off, would not even
look up to heaven, but was beating
his breast and saying, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” '# I tell
you, this man went down to his
home justified rather than the
other; for all who exalt themselves
will be humbled, but all who
humble themselves will be exalted

.”’For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Intercessions for the
Eucharist and for you to
say at home

The response to the bidding:

“For your undying persistence’ is
...“We Thank you God.’

For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.



We pray to our Loving Father who
doesn’t give up on us, but instead
sends us his Son to draw us ever
close to Himself.

That the Church may be consistent
and faithful in her proclamation of
the gospel and the celebration of
your sacraments. For Garry and
Scott who serve us as our Bishops
and for the work of the Mission to
Seafarers

For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.

That those who are called to
negotiate for peace may not be
eaten away by the acid of
disappointment and
discouragement. That you will
give them insight and wisdom in
all that they say and do

For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.

For those who are denied justice
and right dues. For your little ones
in our society who have no voice
and those judges and juries who
must listen to evidence this week
For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.

We continue to hold up before you
the diseased and heartbroken.

Grant to all what they truly need
and help us to focus on the
nearness of you in our own
wounds.

For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.

We offer to you the ache we feel in
commending our loved ones into
your nearer presence. May our
tears be a constant reminder of our
love as we wait with patient hearts
to be reunited with them.

For your undying persistence ...
We Thank you God.

Relentless God, May we be
dedicated in prayer, constant in
love and joyful in faith. We ask
these things in your name. Amen.

For Your Prayers
This Week

For the sick and in need and those
who are preparing for surgery

Beatrix, Bishop Garry,
Vivian McKellar,Heather M,
Bishop Scott & his family

For Those Who Have Died

Years Mind
Helen Lanyon, Mavis White,
George Yourston, John Pearce,
Anthony Campbell, Kenneth Luke,



Annie Flowler William Worthy,
Sybil Uren, Sidney Buchanan,
Valerie Degaris, John Hughan,
Daisey Burgess, Clarice Murch,
Alexander Boyd, Mary
Falkenberg, John Rowe, Robert
Critten, Frank Uren, John Forbes,
Arthur Bowen, Margaret Pitman,
Alan Barker, Malcolm Whie,
Gweneth Christie, Sadie Ross,
Roslyn Rideout, Joseph Peters,
Claudine Evans, James Vaughan,
Ellen Haste, Doris Cross, Donald
Powell, Leslie Clover, Russell
Rogers

For The Wider Church and Its
Ministry

. The Episcopal Church

. The Murray: Keith Dalby
Colac: Jeremy Morgan and
Claire Morgan (deacon).
The Otways: Those clerics
and lay leaders providing
locum ministry.
(Anglicare) Forest Op Shop:
Volunteer staff

. Madang

. Those tempted to suicide and
those who love them.

Today's Homily

Of Bunions and pesky widows.
Dear David,

Thank you for the gift of your
morning prayer yesterday. I found
it particularly moving and
poignant, to the point where I
wanted to offer a response and
engage with you in a more direct
way.

I have to say that I am impressed
with the way you keep on praying
for the removal of the bunion on
your left little toe. It is a pesky
blight and it seems that nothing
will budge it. Not even your
conversations with me.

I well understand that this must be
a source of pain physically,
emotionally and psychologically.
Yes, I know that it has
dramatically blown out your
personal best times at park run, but
I am hoping that this quirky little
exchange might put some things
into perspective for you.

I guess the most worrying part of
your ailment is not the bunion
itself, but rather the way the acid
of disappointment has begun to eat
away at your otherwise sunny
disposition and the relationships
that you enjoy so much and revel
n.

You’re right in referring to today’s
gospel with the widow who
continued to go to the ambitious
judge. The one who was more



interested in meeting budget
deadlines and key selection
criteria, than he was about
delivering justice for the
underprivileged, the manky
stranger and the different who
came to live in his community.
The moral of the story is not only
about persisting. The sub text
which I fear you may have missed
is that you should not lose heart.
That our prayer should not just be
about getting justice, but it should
also be that discouragement and
disappointment must not beat us
down and bruise us beyond repair.
This is the real danger of your
bunion, not the ‘ouchiness’ when
you put on your sand shoes. It is
what is going on inside that has a
direct and palpable effect on what
happens on our outside, even our
bunions and piercings. And it
works the other way as well. From
outside to in.

My outer, physical, viewable
piercings and lashings, were a
showing forth of the love that was
on the inside for you, your family,
your patient GP, your parish, and
indeed the whole world. Not
everyone got it, but [ know that
you do and you certainly did at
Morning prayer yesterday. And
boy you really get it when you

stand at the altar and break the
bread. You show forth to anyone
who is looking, that The bread
cannot be shared and enjoyed
unless it is first broken. Then and
only then, can grace be made
visible, touchable, tastable and
ingestible.

I came and I come, not to rid the
world of bunions, demonstrations,
angry words, cold hearted judges
and irritating widows, but to be in
the midst of all this. To be
physically flesh and to make holy
that which seems irritating and
unflinching, especially the bunions
and the pesky widows.

So tomorrow morning when I tune
into morning prayer, when you
settle yourself down and begin to
breathe as you do so steadily,
rhythmically and beautifully,
before you open your lips and look
at the screen for the prompts, ask
yourself ... what am [ really here
to pray for. Is it the bunion, the
widow, or would my prayer be
more helpfully labelled and nested
under that which is within. The
sense of my closeness; because I
am close to you, nearer than hands
and feet, closer even than your
breath.

By all means pray for the war to
cease and the blood to stop



flowing, but first have a serious
look at the static and distortion that
rages in your own soul and perhaps
together we might begin with
properly tuning into each other
first. What is it you really need?
Then we might get around to what
you want.

Allow my grace and activity to
saturate you. You are restricted by
the invisible wibbly wobbly cords
of time and space. You won’t
always be, but just for today,
please understand that even with
these encumbrances, your
humanity can show forth the
reality that you are impregnated,
saturated with the grace that you
need.

One more thing about the parable
of the widow. People usually
assume that it's a story about the
widow approaching a judge. About
us approaching God and how we
should always persist. That is only
50% of the parable.

Try flipping it the other way
round. Consider the possibility that
it is me who is the nagging, the
persisting relentless God who
continuously approaches you and
will not give up on you, even
though you frequently appear to be
preoccupied, self centred and busy
doing other seemingly more

important things.

Cousin John had it right. I am the
still small voice that calls in the
wilderness. I am that voice that
nags you to do the right thing
because it is the right thing. [ am
the one who consciously reminds
you that all I really need is to come
to the altar and simply enjoy me.
But watch out!

I am more tenacious, more
relentless, more nagging, more
persistent than the widow and I am
more stubborn than your bunion.
Long ago [ was transformed into
you and ultimately you will be
transformed into me... forever and
ever Amen.

Next week's homily
So what happened next?

So here's another
November date to write
into your diary.

The Weekend of the 15th and 16th
of November sees the Creative
works of art and St. Peter's Guild
Christmass stall at Earlene
Gellert's. 10am - 4pm both days.
All are very Welcome.



Wanted

Small quiet farmhouse or cottage
sought to rent by lady with one
dog. Very tidy with excellent
references. Contact Deacon Jannie
0420283809 with a text message
please.

All Souls Day

(November 2nd) This year falls on
a Sunday. "If there are names you
would like remembered please
print them very clearly on the
clipboard at the back of Christ
Church Hamilton or let Fr. David
know."

Here's a plethora of

ways to help with our

Fete.

e Spread the word

e Take home a leaflet and / or a
poster.

e Pot up some plants

e Bake some cakes and slices

e Donate some goodies for the
raffles. eg wine, chocolates,
biscuits etc.

e Donate some of your Bric a
Brac to the Treasure stall

e  Major heavy lifting setting up
happens on Wednesday 5th of
November after 3pm.

e Putting out produce and
goodies on the day of the fete.

e Any crocheted, knitted, sewn

or craft items you enjoy
creating

e  Setting the trestles up happens
on Wednesday the 6th of
November at 3:00pm. Putting
things on the trestles on the
day of the Fete.

e Donate some goods for the
raffles. Chocolates, nuts, wine,
biscuits, tasty morsels and
other things you would like to
win yourself.

A final gathering to prepare
for our Fete happens on Saturday

Ist of November at 10am. All are

very welcome!

dNews
Each week. There is a new free
complimentary dNews

Cuppa and Chatter

It all happens on Thursday at
2.15pm. Ladies to the Lemon
Myrtle and 3.00pm gents to the
Thompson’s Tavern

Fr. David's easy quiz
At Synod ..... All clerics were
given
e An extra day off each week.
e Two weeks extra Annual
Leave



e An extra week of Long
Service Leave
e All of the Above

e None of the above

Fr. David's hard quiz
The patron saint of Bishops is...
e St. Sebastian
e  St. Peter
e  St. Maria Goretti
e St. Charles Borromeo

The answers from last weeks quiz

were:

e FEasy Quiz:100

e Hard Quiz:At Monivae
College

Thought of the week
from Mothers’ Union
Australia

Sunday 19th October 2025
Calling the Sinners

‘Jesus answered them, “It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. I have not come to call
the righteous but the sinners to
repentance”’ (Luke 5:31-32) Jesus
was often criticised by the morally
righteous for eating with ‘tax
collectors and sinners’, in other
words people that they looked
down upon because of their sinful
lifestyle. But Jesus had come
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precisely for the ones who needed
him and so he gladly mixed with
the sinners and taught them the
gospel of forgiveness. As part of
his call, he summoned them to
repentance, for we are forgiven
when we turn to the Lord and
commit our lives to him. This is
modelled by Levi, who abandoned
tax collecting, through which he
was exploiting other people for
gain, to follow Jesus (see Luke
5:27-28). Of course, the morally
upright need to repent also, but
they are the ones who often find it
hardest.

Question for thought:

Who does Jesus call upon to
repent?

Loving Lord, we pray this week
for the Dioceses of Nambale and
Kitui in Kenya with the many
challenges they face to family life
which include high unemployment,
crime, poverty and food insecurity.
Give the members wisdom and
grace with the many initiatives
they have. May they continue to
bring God’s word of comfort in
these struggles. We also pray for
the members in Armidale who are
all online and thank you for their
faithfulness in upholding Christian
marriage and family life. Amen.



World Children's Day

is Thursday 20th of November.
It's also when the Parish Council
meets at 5:30pm. People of all

ages are always welcome. &

Raise the Flag and
Sound the bugle for Retreat.
Monday 3rd of November to
Friday 7th of November.

Nothing beats a
refreshing Beverage.
Thus Anglicare is always looking

for Tea bags, coffee and long life
milk.

A Full Length Thank you
to all those who helped with the
'Socks for synod' project. This
means a great deal to so many.

Help decorate our
church for the 150th by
purchasing a Guild raffle ticket for
$1. The prize is $150 to be spent
anywhere in Hamilton.

A new roster
1s available at the back of Christ
Church
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St Peter’s Guild
Christmas Cookery

This year we are making cakes and
puddings to order, they will be
ready for you to pick up
at”Walanga” Blue Gum Road
Willaura at the Created Works of
Art weekend of

November 15th and 16th.
Although we will have a few cakes
and puddings for sale on our
Christmas Stall ,to secure your
Christmas treats we ask you to
place your orders no later than the
5th of November.

Prices are as follows

Puddings:
Large 10-12generous serves
$50.00
Small 6-8 generous serves
$25.0
Cakes Large $100.00
Medium $50.00
Small $25.00

Please ring Earlene Gellert on
52531561 or mobile 0448832202
or

Elisabeth Cuming on 55774223 or
mobile 0427774223



Ballarat

150t Anniversary prayer
Creator God of love,
All time and every place is your gift.
We thank you that you have blessed our
Diocese for the last 150 years, even when
we have failed in our high calling to herald
your kingdom.
Your forgiveness, love and peace sustained
generations of our forebears,
And we rejoice that you still bless us and
invite us to work with you to build justice,
hope and love in Western Victoria.
Inspire us with a new vision and new
energy as we face the future, and help us to
trust and commit to the humble serving
path of Jesus, guided by your Holy Spirit.
Amen.

TODAY'’S HYMNS

255 448 639 680

Services for this week

Wednesday  22nd Oct Holy Communion 10.00am

Saturday 25th October  Vigil 6.00pm

Sunday 26th October Eucharist 9.00am
Eucharist 10.30am

Reader 1: Susan Reader 2: Sandra  Intercessor: Nicole
Eucharist Assistant: John

Christ Church Hamilton
Christ Church Hamilton
St Peter’s Glenthompson
Christ Church

Sidesmen: Judy T & Sue

Happy Birthday to
Sue Mustow (Oct 21)
Win Henderson (Oct 23rd)
From all the Parish Family
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