
8 

25th Dec. 2022 
Colour: White 

The Birth Of Our Lord 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 62.6-12  Psalm: 97 
Titus 3.4-8a Luke 2.8-20 

Reader 1: Betty Reader 2: Heather Intercessor: Meredith Sides People: Stewart & Meredith 

dNews 
Each week.  There is a new free 
complimentary dNews  
 
Fr. David's easy quiz 
Our Diocesan Registry staff return to work on  
• Monday 8th of January 
• Monday 15th of January 
• Tuesday 9th of January 
 
Fr. David's hard quiz 
How many months did Mary stay with her 
cousin Elizabeth while they were both  
pregnant? 
• 4 months 
• 5 months 
• 6 months 
• We're not actually told. 
 
The answers  from last weeks quiz were: 
Easy Quiz: We are not actually told. 
Hard Quiz: To find out where Jesus was 
 
 
 

Wool Drive Fundraiser 
Phil Schultz at Endeavour Wools, has  
generously offered to collect and sell any 
donations of wool for us, without taking 
commission. He is in the old Kit Set building 
on Mt Baimbridge Rd. 
If you, or anybody you know, might have 
any wool that you are prepared to donate, 
please give Phil a call on 0427 686 674 to 
arrange a drop-off. 
Any half butts, full butts, or even odds and 
ends would be greatly appreciated. 
We don’t really want wool with dags as it is 
impossible to sell. (Hope that isn’t  
offensive!) 
I’m sure you all know that I am certainly no 
expert when it comes to wool so if you have 
a question, please don’t hesitate to call Phil. 
For those who have already agreed to donate 
sheep, please accept my gratitude and  
appreciation. The PIC numbers, and all the 
bio-security requirements have made the 
logistics too much of a headache! 
If you would like to make contact, I am  
Caroline Mills (previously Bullen), 
On 0427 807 498. 

St. Peter’s Glenthompson 
Sunday 25th of December  8:00am Christmass Day Mass  
Christ Church Hamilton 
Sunday 18th of December 7:00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
Saturday 24th of December 5.00pm Family Vigil Mass  
Saturday 24th of December 10:30pm Solemn Midnight Mass  
 and Blessing of the Crib. 
Sunday 25th of December  9:30am Mass for Christmas Day  
St. Mary’s Dunkeld 
Saturday 24th of December. 6:30pm Christmass Eve Mass 
St. Mark’s Cavendish 
Saturday 24th of December 8pm Christmass Eve Mass 
All Saints’ Penshurst  
Wednesday 21st of December 7pm Christmass Mass 

  

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 
Fourth Sunday Of Advent 

18th December 2022 

Sentence: Matthew 1.23 
A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel: God with us.  
 
Collect:  
Gracious God, you chose the virgin Mary, by your grace, to be the mother of our Lord and 
Saviour: so fill us with your grace, that with her we may rejoice in your salvation, and in all 
things embrace your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Parish Directory 

Parish Website: www.hamiltonanglican.org.au  
Parish Facebook: facebook.com/AnglicanHamilton 

Diocesan Website: ballaratanglican.org.au. 

PARISH 
PRIEST  

Fr David Oulton 03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
Email: droulton72@gmail.com 
PH: 0435 867 040 
39 Griffin Street 
Facetime, Messenger, Skype 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm 
Thursdays and Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 
PO Box 474 

CHURCH 
WARDENS 

Stewart Otton 
Claire Hilsdon 
Peter Walsgott 

0429 724 545 
0488 529 303 
0427 490 606 

If you would like to give to the parish by the direct debit option, the parish bank details are 
as follows:- NAB.  BSB:083-663 the account No.: 51580-7866. 

Even if you miss coming you are still giving. This also helps with budgeting for our future. 

Christ Church 
Hamilton 

St Mary’s St Peter’s  St Mark’s All Saints’ 
Dunkleld Glenthompson Cavendish Penshurst 

WELCOME 

Jeanine and Fr. David wish you all a very joyous and safe 
Christmass and a bright and prosperous new year. 
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1st Reading: Isaiah 7.10-16 

 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 

Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I 
will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. 13 Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house 
of David! Is it too little for you to weary mor-
tals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16 For before the child knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
before whose two kings you are in dread will 
be deserted. 

 

Hear the word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God  

 

Psalm 80.1-7, 80.17-19 
 
1. Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that 

led Joseph like a flock: you that are 
enthroned upon the cherubim, shine out 
in glory; 

2. Before Ephraim, Benjamin and Ma-
nasseh: stir up your power, and 
come to save us. 

3. Restore us again, O Lord of hosts: 
show us the light of your countenance, 
and we shall be saved. 

4. O Lord God of hosts: how long will 
you be angry at your people’s pray-
er? 

5. You have fed them with the bread of 
tears: and given them tears to drink in 
good measure. 

6. You have made us the victim of our 
neighbours: and our enemies laugh 
us to scorn. 

7. Restore us again, O Lord of hosts: 
show us the light of your countenance, 
and we shall be saved. 

17. Let your power rest on the man at 
your right hand: on that son of man 
whom you made so strong for your-
self. 

18. And so we shall not turn back from 
you: give us life, and we will call upon 
your name. 

19. Restore us again, O Lord of hosts: 
show us the light of your counte-
nance, and we shall be saved. 

 
2nd Reading: Romans 1.1-7 
 
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 

which he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4 and was de-
clared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from 
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith among all 
the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 includ-
ing yourselves who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, 
who are called to be saints:Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Night is falling and we must rest and Mary is 
settling down for the night now. Although she 
is tired, so tired, she is still all focus and ener-
gy, holding and bearing an inner stillness and 
resolve that is beyond the meandering fantasies 
of most men. And the child she bears, this 
child from God… 
Will he be rejected? Will he be broken? Will 
he be a barren tree on a lonely hill that bears 
no fruit at all? Or will he be something else? 
 
Next week's homily 
Freddy the forgetful Shepherd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thought for the Week from  
Mothers union Australia 
O Morning Star 
Splendour of Light Eternal, 
O Radiant Dawn, O Dayspring from on High, 
shining with the glory of the rainbow, 
come and waken us 
from the greyness of our apathy 
and renew in us your gift of hope. 
Jim Cotter ‘Cries of Advent’ No 16. From 
Prayer in the Morning, Cairns 
Publications 1989. 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” 
Luke 1: 447 
 
Anglicare 
At this time of year Anglicare is looking for 
Christmas fare. Shortbread, fruit mince pies 
etc. Can you help? 
 
Clay pigeon shooting and BBQ 
on Sunday January 15th at Earlene Gellert’s 
place from 2:00pm onwards. Come for just the 
BBQ for $10 or come for the lot for $25. All 
are welcome: 
Ph. 0448 832 202 for more details. 

 
January is...the month to bring back your 
Palm cross and give them to Fr. David. 
 
Some dates for your diary 

 Fundraising Committee Thursday 19th of 
January at 11:00am  

 Caffeine and chatter resumes on 5th of 
January 

 Jeanine and Fr. David's Annual leave 28th 
of January to 3rd of February. 

 Christchurch Guild Thursday 9th of  
February 

 Parish Council meets on Thursday 16th of 
February. 

 Ash Wednesday 22nd of February  

 12 feet to be washed on 6th of April 

 Good Friday 7th of April 

 Charles becomes King Charles on May 6th 

 International Mind- Body Day - Tuesday 
3rd of January 

 Parish AGM Sunday July 30th 

 Parish Fete 11/11/23 
 

A gift for you 
for Christmas 
Very smart looking 
biros have been 

generously supplied by a kind parishioner as a 
gift for anybody wanting to take one.   
 
FLOWERS 
If you have flowers suitable for arrangements 
for Christmas please leave them in the flower 
room by next Saturday.  David Young will be 
making his magnificent arrangements again. 
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Today's Homily 
 
Joseph  
 
In his book ‘Walking backwards through 
Christmass’ Bishop Stephen Cottrell writes in 
a first person style with some of the characters 
that were around when Our Lord was born. 
One of these characters was Joseph . 
Bishop Stephen writes 
I come from a long line of dreamers. You 
wouldn’t know it to look at me. My hands are 
rough and gnarled from a lifetime at the lathe; 
knotty, like the wood I turn. I hope for things, 
so that inside this old body there is always a 
fresh spring rising. 
An underground stream that makes glad the 
heart, but I don’t know whether anyone can see 
it any more. Nobody calls me a dreamer, like 
they used to when I was young. Well, not till 
now. And until this year I felt the same about 
myself. I was alone. 
But then it changed. Betrothal. Me an older 
man, and she a young girl full of joy and vig-
our; full of hope and expectation of what life 
could bring, full of zest. She reawoke my 
dream- ing. 
Was it love? I don’t know. Not yet. Love isn’t 
a feeling. Love isn’t just desire, though how I 
desired her. Love is the patient accumulation 
of shared memories, the joining together of 
two lifetimes into one, the weaving of separate 
stories into this story.  
But no sooner had we begun, than things 
changed..  
After she first told me, and I saw the fear and 
horror in her eyes, the fear that I wouldn’t be-
lieve her and wouldn’t stand by her; and, yes, I 
was furious and angry and jealous, and all sorts 
of other things; But when I did fall asleep, I 
had a dream. A simple dream, a simple re-
quirement. In the unfussy logic of a dream I 
was instructed clearly: ‘Do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife. Do not abandon her. 
The child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. And then the words from Isaiah the 
prophet that I had heard many times ran 
through my dream: ‘Look, the virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel, which means, “God is with us.”’ 
And what do you do with a dream like that? 
Ignore it? Despise it? Argue against it? I woke 

with a start. It was still night, and I had been 
asleep for only a few minutes. But the dream 
and what it said to me were as clear as the day. 
It was as if God himself had spoken to me and 
asked me just to be faithful: faithful to Mary 
and faithful to the dream inside me. 
And so I have done what I have been told. I lay 
on my bed for a few more hours, then I rose 
before dawn and walked the half-mile or so to 
Mary’s house. I knew she wouldn’t be sleeping 
either; our two stories were already becoming 
one. Sure enough, even as I approached the 
house, I heard the sound of her gentle weeping. 
I think she had been up all night too, worrying 
and probably praying that there would be some 
sense in all of this. She opened the door to me 
and there was a lovely defiance in her eye. She 
was ready to meet whatever it was I would 
give her. I saw then, as clear as the dream, her 
own certainty in what was inside her. I held her 
tiny soft hands in mine, looked her full in the 
eye, and told her that I was with her, that I be-
lieved her; I had had a dream, and my dream 
had confirmed her story. 
We became the talk of the town. People would 
point and whisper and plot. But inside I knew 
how I had chosen to respond. And I was not 
going to go back on this. Something was un-
folding in the shared story that was my life 
with Mary. God had visited her in some way 
that I will never fully understand. For even if 
you begin to believe the strangeness of the 
story I am telling you, Mary is not what you 
might think she is. She is not a quiet stream. 
She is a tempest. She is not an empty vessel, 
but a skin of wine uncorked. She is not what 
men think godly, self-effacing and discreet, 
reposed and receptive. She is a force: a force of 
joy and energy and life. And I love her for that. 
I will go on loving her for that. 
We should be in Bethlehem by dusk and this 
baby can’t be far from birth. I place my hands 
upon Mary’s stomach each evening as we lie 
down to sleep, and I feel the baby’s strong 
movements, turning in her womb and kicking 
out against the world. 
But will I know then? God with us? What does 
a son of God look like, except a son of man, a 
child like every child? And for what purpose is 
this child born? Is it to save? How does that 
work? Who will know him and who will be-
lieve him? 
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Hear the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel.  
Alleluia 
 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 1.18-25 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
According to St Matthew 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being 
a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her qui-
etly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall name him Em-
manuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish  Giving Envelopes 
The new giving envelopes are available at the 
back of Christ Church.  Should you decide 
you would like to use them but are not on the 
list please let me know.  Jenny 0418108917  
 
A very big thank you to everyone who 
generously gave food and gifts for the clients 
at Anglicare Warrnambool. 
The volunteers at Anglicare were delighted 
and extremely appreciative.  The items will 
make Christmas more special for everyone. 
Thank you. Betty 

Our Parish figures and finances 
for 1st Nov to 30th November 

• Income this month 19471.00 

• Expenditure $8277.00 

• Our debt to the Diocese $18250.00 

Birthdays this week 
Happy Birthday to 

 
Amelie Shrive (20th December) 

 
From all the Parish Family 

With covid restrictions easing and  
Anglicans who have been hospitalised, I 
would appreciate to know about those 
who would like to be visited. 

Please could parishioners communicate to 
me with the persons permission if they 
would like a visit, either in hospital or at 
home when they are discharged. 

Phone me or leave a text message 
0420283809 

Yours in Christ. Jannie Ryan 
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For your Prayers this week 

For the sick and in need 

Dash 
Joan Mallinson 
Barbara Oliver 

Gwen Kenny 
Steven Yorston 
Ethel Murray 

Phil Reid 
Bruce Cuming 
Fr David Lord 

For those who have died 

Rachel McCrow and Matthew Arnold, Alan, Nathaniel and Gareth 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember  

Arthur Wiles 
Stanley Rundle 
William Grimes 
Mavis Humphries 
Francis McKenzie 
William Woods 
Clara Middleton 

Lilian Stanley 
Geoffrey Dacomb 
Lillian Cam;pson 
Harold Holmes 
Viola Robertson 
Dorothy Charman 
Alberta Baker 

Staley Kinnersley 
Daisy Holmes 
Lawrence Annett 
Laura Taylor 
Alys Sanders 
Maureen Sealey 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Anglican Church of Korea 

• Tasmania: Richard Condie & Chris Jones (assistant). 

• West Moorabool: Locum Ministry: Graham Snell 

• All Souls’ Lae 

• Migrants; Refugees; Asylum seekers and others. 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
316 343 468 646 

So just who is this Russell Trickey guy? 
And how many Sundays are there in January? 

“Many thanks to Fr David and the church team who visit the Grange 
and provide a fortnightly service to residents. As a family member of 
a resident, Dad greatly values the service and visits. Kind regards, 
Carolyn 
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Intercessions for the Eucharist 
and for you to say at home 
 
The response to: 
Father hear our prayer is...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We give thanks for the those who have 
led us in our faith. We pray for your 
church throughout the world, for those 
who serve faithfully in other countries, for 
the church in Australia, Garry our Bishop, 
and David our Vicar, and that we might all 
be united in the truth and faithfully pro-
claim Jesus Christ come amongst us, and 
the Good News of salvation. 
Father hear our prayer...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We give thanks for the peace that we 
have in this land. We pray for the nations 
and world leaders, for our sovereign King 
Charles, for our national and State lead-
ers, and all in positions of authority, that 
you will give them wisdom beyond their 
natural inclinations to work towards the 
common good. We particularly pray for 
the people of countries in conflict or under 
threat: Ukraine, Russia, Ethiopia, Myan-
mar, Yemen, China, Taiwan, Iran and Ti-
bet, that the Peace of God may come 
amongst them. 
Father hear our prayer...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We give thanks for those who serve in our 
community; for those who teach our chil-
dren, those who administer justice, and 
those who protect and keep the peace. 
We pray that you will continue to look 
kindly upon our region, our neighbours, 
our friends and our families. Enable us to 
live in love for you and for one another. 
We particularly uphold before you at this 
time the individuals and families of those 
damaged by senseless killing and cruelty. 
Father hear our prayer...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We pray for those in need; the sick, the 
poor, the lonely, and those who are suffer-

ing. We give thanks for our health and 
wellbeing, and we pray for your comfort 
and healing of those in need, and your 
sustaining of those who minister to them. 
We particularly pray for those on the Par-
ish prayer list, and those whom you now 
bring to mind…………………………….. 
Father hear our prayer...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful departed. 
We praise you Lord Heavenly Father, for 
reaching out to generation after genera-
tion, with the promise of salvation in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We pray especially for 
Rachel McCrow and Matthew Arnold. We 
entrust all those who have gone before 
us, into your gracious and loving care. 
Father hear our prayer...… 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All these things we bring before you, in 
the surety of your good grace and love for 
us. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So.. what does $8 buy you? 
A beautifully hand stitched, home made  wine 
bag or glasses case or mobile phone rest. 
Available from Christ Church Hall. 
 
NB: There is no Wednesday 10am service on 
Wednesday 28th of December  
 

Up for donation 
• Near new washing machine 

• Clothes dryer 

• Small chest freezer. 
Please contact Fr. David if you know of some-
one who needs help with these white goods. 


