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18th Dec. 2022 
Colour: Violet/Blue 

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

Isaiah 7.10-16  Psalm: 80.1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1.1-7 Matthew 1.18-25 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  

Wednesday 14th November Eucharist 10.00am  Christ Church Hamilton 

Saturday 17th December Vigil 6.00pm   Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 18th December Eucharist 9.00am  St Mark’s Cavendish 
     Eucharist 10.30am  Christ Church Hamilton 
     Eucharist 5.00pm  St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Reader 1: Robyn Reader 2: Heather Intercessor: Ian Sides People: Linley & Denise 

dNews 
Each week.  There is a new free 
complimentary dNews  
 
Fr. David's easy quiz 
In the story of the magi visiting the Our lady 
and the Christ Child the magi travelled by 

• Camels 

• Donkey 

• Donkey and camels 

• 4 wheel drive vehicle 

• We're not actually told. 
 
Fr. David's hard quiz 
The wise men stopped in Jerusalem...
(Matthew 2:2) 

• To inform Herod about Jesus 

• To find out where Jesus was 

• To ask about the star 

• None of the above 
 
The answer from last weeks quiz was: 

• Wednesday 21st of December  at 7:00pm 
 
In Christchurch hall this  
morning... snaffle a bargain and purchase a 
plant. All must go. No reasonable offer  
refused. 
 
Caffeine and chatter and maybe 
a sticky bun.  
Both are available on a Thursday afternoon at 
3:00pm. Gentlemen to the Hamilton Hamper 
and Ladies to the Lemon Myrtle. 
 
 

 
NB: There is no Wednesday 10am service on 
Wednesday 28th of December  
 
Your Parish Council meets next on 
Thursday 15th at 5:30pm. 

Wool Drive Fundraiser 
Phil Schultz at Endeavour Wools, has  
generously offered to collect and sell any 
donations of wool for us, without taking 
commission. He is in the old Kit Set building 
on Mt Baimbridge Rd. 
If you, or anybody you know, might have 
any wool that you are prepared to donate, 
please give Phil a call on 0427 686 674 to 
arrange a drop-off. 
Any half butts, full butts, or even odds and 
ends would be greatly appreciated. 
We don’t really want wool with dags as it is 
impossible to sell. (Hope that isn’t offen-
sive!) 
I’m sure you all know that I am certainly no 
expert when it comes to wool so if you have 
a question, please don’t hesitate to call Phil. 
For those who have already agreed to donate 
sheep, please accept my gratitude and  
appreciation. The PIC numbers, and all the 
bio-security requirements have made the 
logistics too much of a headache! 
If you would like to make contact, I am  
Caroline Mills (previously Bullen), 
On 0427 807 498. 

  

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 
Third Sunday Of Advent 

11th December 2022 

Sentence: Isaiah 35.3–4 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.’  
 
Collect:  
Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love on our journey to meet the One who is com-
ing: strengthen our weak hands, make firm our feeble knees, and open blind eyes to the dawn-
ing of your kingdom, so that our hearts may rejoice as we behold the majesty of our God. We 
ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Parish Directory 

Parish Website: www.hamiltonanglican.org.au  
Parish Facebook: facebook.com/AnglicanHamilton 

Diocesan Website: ballaratanglican.org.au. 

PARISH 
PRIEST  

Fr David Oulton 03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
Email: droulton72@gmail.com 
PH: 0435 867 040 
39 Griffin Street 
Facetime, Messenger, Skype 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm 
Thursdays and Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 
PO Box 474 

CHURCH 
WARDENS 

Stewart Otton 
Claire Hilsdon 
Peter Walsgott 

0429 724 545 
0488 529 303 
0427 490 606 

If you would like to give to the parish by the direct debit option, the parish bank details are 
as follows:- NAB.  BSB:083-663 the account No.: 51580-7866. 

Even if you miss coming you are still giving. This also helps with budgeting for our future. 

Christ Church 
Hamilton 

St Mary’s St Peter’s  St Mark’s All Saints’ 
Dunkleld Glenthompson Cavendish Penshurst 

WELCOME 
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1st Reading: Isaiah 35.1-10 

 
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the Lord , the majesty of our God. 3 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fear-
ful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terri-
ble recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the 
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A 
highway shall be there, and it shall be called 
the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no travel-
ler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 

upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 

 

Hear the word of the Lord 

 Thanks be to God  

 

Psalm  The Song of Mary 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
 
Who has looked with favour on his lowly 
servant: from this day all generations will 
call me blessed; 
 
The Almighty has done great things for me: 
and holy is his name. 
 
God has mercy on those who fear him: 
from generation to generation. 
 
The Lord has shown strength with his arm: 
and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 
Casting down the mighty from their 
thrones: 
and lifting up the lowly. 
 
God has filled the hungry with good things: 
and sent the rich away empty. 
 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel: 
to remember the promise of mercy, 
 
The promise made to our forebears: 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
2nd Reading: James 5.7-10 
 
7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the com-
ing of the Lord. The farmer waits for the pre-
cious crop from the earth, being patient with it 
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 

You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 

Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge 
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We went into the stable then. The door wasn’t 
barred. It was open to us – and, I suppose, to 
the whole waiting world. 
We went in and knelt down. That's all we did. 
Fools and idiots, who for no reason of personal 
merit or insight had just received the richest 
fortune. We knew this. And we didn’t need to 
say anything. We saw the child, and the child’s 
mother. We saw her husband. He stood be-
tween us and the child for a few moments, but 
as we were on our knees there was not much to 
be frightened of – we were hardly a threat, 
despite our rough appearance – so then he 
smiled and beckoned us forward. We shuffled 
across the floor on our knees. It must have 
been comical to watch. We must have looked 
really sorry sight. But it felt right. this was not 
a place to stand; this felt a holy place – like 
when Moses saw that burning bush and took 
his shoes off. This was not a time to speak. 
Whatever it was that God wanted to say to us 
that night, he was saying it in the silence of a 
child born. 
 
Next week's homily 
Joseph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thought for the Week from  
Mothers union Australia 
Sunday 11 December 2022 
Light and love 
O Salmon leaping like lightning from the 
womb, bursting above cascades of chaos 
climbing Love’s deadly ladder, come and sow 
your blood and burning water, at the ancient 
source of all our sorrow: drowning, you de-
stroy death; leaping, you lead us to life: O 
Ichthus, come in glory. Jim Cotter ‘Cries of 
Advent’ No 11. From Prayer in the Morning, 
Cairns Publications 1989. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness — on them light has shined 
Isaiah 9: 2 
Let us pray for the Diocese of The Murray; for 
the people near that mighty river which is in so 
much danger of destruction; for farmers, tim-
ber workers, and refugees earning a living at 
the slaughter works and for the faithful  
scattered congregations and especially for the 
work of AMUA in Naracoorte. 
 
Anglicare 
At this time of year Anglicare is looking for 
Christmas fare. Shortbread, fruit mince pies 
etc. Can you help? 
 
Of BBQ and cakes at  
Glenthompson. 
The Anglicans are cooking the BBQ and  
selling cakes at the Community Christmass 
event on Sunday 11th of December. All are 
welcome to buy and help sell. 
 
 

This is the final date 
that is available for the 
Coles Community 
BBQ  
 
Saturday the 17th of 
December 
 
Please let me know if 
you can assist with the 
BBQ 
 
Kind regards  
Peter Walsgott  
M:0427490606  
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Today's Homily 
 
David the shepherd  
 
In his book ‘Walking backwards through 
Christmass’ Bishop Stephen Cottrell writes in 
a first person style with some of the characters 
that were around when Our Lord was born. 
One of these characters was David the shep-
herd. Bishop Stephen writes  
My mother’s sense of humour was noteworthy 
and renowned. She named me after Israel’s 
most famous shepherd, but there the resem-
blance ends.  
But this night something remarkable has hap-
pened. And I feel like a king. 
It began the way all our nights begin. With 
liquor and laughter 
Then the waiting began. The jokes gave way to 
conversation and the conversation gave way to 
silence. And in the real dead hours of the night 
even the silence seems deeper and emptier than 
at other times. 
I didn’t know what time it was. No sun to help 
me. I looked at the stars. No help there either. 
The more you looked, the more there seemed 
to be. I knew they were the very floor of heav-
en, but it seemed like they went back for ever. 
Then it happened. out of nowhere and with 
such a sudden rush of dazzling brightness, it 
was as if a thousand bolts of lightning had ex-
ploded from the heavens at once and cut a 
swathe of light across the sky. It was like day-
time, like noon- time only brighter, and with 
such brightness came a dreadful clarity, like a 
thousand piercing shafts of light that could see 
between bone and marrow, between body and 
spirit, between flesh and blood. At first it was 
frightening. I mean terrifying. I was flooded 
with light. It was consuming me. I felt almost 
lifted into it. then it was calm assurance: not a 
break with reality but the dawning of the first 
real day there had ever been. And a voice. I 
mean, I heard it as a voice, but it was not a 
voice like I’m speaking to you now; and noth-
ing to see, like I can see you and you can see 
me, but not less real, more. And the voice 
spoke of glory and peace: glory to God in the 
highest heavens and peace to the earth. or was 
it singing? Was it the sweetest, loveliest music 
you have ever heard? Was it one voice or the 
thousand voices of a heavenly choir? 

And we were still afraid. I looked at my com-
rades as the light rushed around us and the 
music filled the air. there was fear and wonder 
in their eyes. I suppose mine were the same. 
But there was also a sort of reflected glory on 
their faces. An inner light that almost matched 
the brightness of the sky. 
Angels, they were. I realized it then. A host of 
angels in the sky. Heavenly messengers, God’s 
agents. telling us something. not just about 
God’s glory in heaven, but God’s peace on 
earth as well. And then a solemn declaration: 
‘to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. this will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a man-
ger.’ 
Well, you’ve never seen anything like it after 
that. the whole sky was ablaze with glory. We 
tumbled down the hill like mad things. the 
light went as swiftly as it had come, and every- 
thing was back to normal – only normal would 
never be the same again. We had seen the 
heavens open. We had seen with our eyes what 
the prophets had barely glimpsed. And we, 
simple men: uneducated, unread, ignorant of 
the law and all its suffocations. Love God and 
love your neighbour. that is all I knew. What 
hope of heaven for me! But now, with the 
heavens themselves opened to me; open to 
ordinary men. 
We rushed into Bethlehem. We wanted to see 
what had happened. We had to find this child. 
So we abandoned our few sheep. We arrived at 
the outhouse behind the pub laughing and 
panting; then, aware of the noise we were mak-
ing, hushed each other up and brushed each 
other down. We hung about outside the door 
like nervous lovers on a first date. 
And we grinned at each other like we had nev-
er smiled before. 
Then another silence. But this time not the 
silence of something empty, something incapa-
ble of noise or life. It was the silence of con-
tentment, of arriving, of being held in the arms 
of one who knows and loves, and where words 
are no longer necessary. What a noise those 
angels had made. How come the whole town 
hadn’t heard it! But what a silence in that sta-
ble. the silence of loving and of being loved; of 
knowing and being known. 
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is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of 
suffering and patience, beloved, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, Alleluia 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia 
 
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11.2-11 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
According to St Matthew 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah 
was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, 
or are we to wait for another?’ 4 Jesus an-
swered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 7 As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 

What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 

This is the one about whom it is written, “See, 
I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 11 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women 
no one has arisen greater than John the Bap-
tist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 
Parish  Giving Envelopes 
The new giving envelopes are available at the 
back of Christ Church.  Should you decide 
you would like to use them but are not on the 
list please let me know.  Jenny 0418108917  
 
 

Our Parish figures and finances 
for 1st Nov to 30th November 

• Income this month 19471.00 

• Expenditure $8277.00 

• Our debt to the Diocese $18250.00 

 

 

On Thursdays 
during Advent 

there will be a quiet time at 
4pm in the Lady Chapel  

followed by a mass for healing 
at 4:30pm. 

All are welcome. 
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For your Prayers this week 

For the sick and in need 

Dash 
Joan Mallinson 
Barbara Oliver 

Gwen Kenny 
Steven Yorston 
Ethel Murray 

Phil Reid 
Bruce Cuming 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember  

Florence Carter 
Helen Baker 
Charles Somers 
Justin Ryan 
Rodney Northcott 
Winifred Johnson 

Marguerite (Peggy) Tarr 
John Arnold 
Jeffrey Dickeson 
Robert Lowcock 
Viola Robertson 
Stanley Duncan 

John Watkins 
Ian McFarlane 
Albert Hickey 
Thomas Rolton 
Dorothy Ryan 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Anglican Church of Kenya 
• Newcastle: Peter Stuart. Sonja Roulston & Charlie Murray 
• Anglicare Victoria: Parish Partnerships, Victoria – Kate Schnerring

(Ballarat) and Chris de Paiva (Vic) 
• Anglicare Emergency Relief Centre Ballarat Clients Volunteers and staff-

Naomi, Amy, Kim, Sam and Andrea. 
• Kaironk  

Karando 
• The homeless & those offering shelter. 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
153 669 724 671 
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Intercessions for the Eucharist 
and for you to say at home 
 
The Response to the bidding: 
“Help us to live”    is … 
“in the light of your coming”  
 
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For our church, that she may be an agent of 
reconciliation, encouragement and joy to those 
whom she serves. For Garry our Bishop and 
for the parish of Warracknabeal. For Fr. James 
as he prepares God’s people for the coming of 
the Christ child. 
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For our Advent celebration, that it will be a 
time of reflection on the coming of Christ, and 
that it would be filled with prayer, repentance, 
and love for God and neighbour. 
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For those who bear witness to Christ our light 
in the dark places of oppression and violence. 
That St. John the Baptist, Our Lady and St. 
Joseph may come to their aid and support 
them with their prayers and encouragement. 
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For those who are called to the vocation of 
married life. That they may be given courage 
in their difficulties and joy in their lives. 
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For those who have asked our prayers and 
those who have no-one to pray for them. In a 
moment of silence let us offer them up to the 
Lord. (Pause 1,...2,...3,...)  
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
For those who fear, those who suffer and those 
who mourn; that in our compassion and help, 
they may experience the healing presence of 
God.  
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 

For our beloved dead, especially the recently 
departed that they may be reborn in the light 
of the Risen Saviour and come to the joy that 
does not end.  
Help us to live ….. 
in the light of your coming 
 
Gracious God, transform our lives and our 
world from barrenness to harvest, from divi-
sion to completeness, from death to life. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus our Saviour and 
Redeemer. 
 
 
Christmass Service Times  
"Want to help your parish and get exercise 
during Advent? Please help letter box some 
yellow Christmass service times in your area. 
They are available in a Church near you. It's 
fun, it's free and helps your parish!" 
Fr David  
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Mothers’ Union Christmas cards are now 
available. There are several designs for the 
bargain price of $8 for a packet of ten. See 
Linley Bramall – 55721957, 0428582152. 
 

Advent bible studies 
On Tuesdays at 7:30pm - 8:30pm during     
Advent, in our parish hall. All are very 
welcome. There is no test at the end.--  
 

So.. what does $8 buy you? 
A beautifully hand stitched, home made  wine 
bag or glasses case or mobile phone rest. 
Available from Christ Church Hall. 
 
Hamilton Singers.   
Christmas Concert. 
Sunday 11th December at 2.30pm at the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Followed by  
afternoon tea.  $10.   


