
 

Next weeks question. 
"What charges are you 
bringing against this man” 

 
The latest mad idea from 
that crazy priest - The 
virtual dinner party 
At a nominated day and time, people 
place an amount of cash into the parish 
account. Connected by that magic internet 
thing (Face Time, Skype etc) we then 
nourish ourselves with food, with 
conversation and mirth. We might even 
enjoy a refreshing beverage. If folk were 
comfortable, they might join a table with 
another group of people. Let Fr. David 
know if this idea appeals or if you think 
he's totally lost it. 
 

From our Treasurer 
Jenny Rankin 
Dear Parishioners, 
Some of you like to know what the state of 
our finances is.  We try not to burden you 
with this as we feel you are all such a  
generous group of people.  Not only do 
you put in the plate but you work for the 
church in the many different jobs that 
need to be done but lately things have got 
far more expensive as I expect you are 
aware of your own household bills. We 
are not keeping up with our day to day 
costs.   
Our rector needs his living costs met as 
well as utilities, insurance, rates, 
administration costs, licences and the 
many numerous costs that we face each 
month.  The combined insurance for the 
five church buildings and the Canon 
Julien centre is over $1200.00 per month. 
With this virus that is sweeping the world 
we are encouraged to isolate ourselves 
and not go out to places like sportin 
venues, restaurants and churches but our 

bills do not stop. We are asking you to 
uphold our Church.   
We bank with the NAB.  The BSB number 
is 083 663 and the Account Number is 
51 580 7866 and the Name of the 

Account is Anglican Parish of Hamilton  
Could I ask you to just pop into your 
bank, when you shop or go into town and 
put your collection straight into the  
account.  If there is a reference space you 
may wish to mark it as Hamilton, 
Cavendish, Penshurst, Glenthompson or 
Dunkeld whichever church you usually 
worship at. 
It seems like we are always asking for 
something but we have a lovely church 
which needs a lot of upkeep and a great 
Rector who also needs to be paid not to 
mention our gift is to God in thanksgiving 
for all his many blessings to us. 
 

Weekly Parish News 
Copies of our weekly parish news are 
available from Beatties newsagency 147 
Gray St. Hamilton. We deeply regret that 
there are no acts of public worship and 
hope that you understand. 
If it is your custom, please pray for all 
who are affected. 
Fr. David is available for pastoral care and 
on the following mechanisms. 
 
Address 39 Griffin Street Hamilton 
Phone 5571 1317 
Mobile 0423 671 692 
email droulton72@gmail.com 
Duo  
Facebook 
Facetime 
Messenger  
Skype 
  
Mondays are Fr David’s day off  but he is 
available in case of an emergency 

 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 
Fifth Sunday In Lent 

29th March 2020 

Sentence: John 11.25-26 
‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die.’  
 
Collect: 
Life-giving God your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death: breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we 
may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
The response to the bidding: “Renew us Lord”….is…. “In your spirit” 
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Even if you miss coming you are still giving. 
This also helps with budgeting for our future. 
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1st Reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14 
 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and 
he brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 
round them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He 
said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ 
I answered, ‘O Lord God , you know.’ 4 

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord . 5 Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I 
will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord .’ 7 So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, sud-
denly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God : Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he com-
manded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to 
me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 
off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God : 
I am going to open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the 

Lord , when I open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people. 14 

I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord , have spoken and will act, says the 
Lord .’ 
 
Hear the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 130 
 
1. Out of the depths have I called to you, 

O Lord: Lord, hear my voice; 
2. O let your ears consider well: the 

voice of my supplication. 
3. If you, Lord, should note what we do 

wrong: who then, O Lord, could stand? 
4. But there is forgiveness with you: so 

that you shall be feared. 
5. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for 

him: and in his word is my hope. 
6. My soul looks for the Lord: more than 

watchmen for the morning, more, I 
say, than watchmen for the morning. 

7. O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the 
Lord there is mercy: and with him is 
ample redemption. 

8. He will redeem Israel: from the multi-
tude of their sins. 

 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 8.6-11 
 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 

and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; 
you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

 

us about the difference between God’s 
kingdom and an earthly kingdom. The 
earthly concept is the way that our 
fearless leaders in Canberra might think 
of authority and kingship. 
It’s like Pilate is watching a Blue Ray DVD 
and Jesus is watching something at the 
movies. 
So Pilates question “What have you 
done?” goes unanswered. 
We could easily rattle off a whole list of 
things Jesus has done. He cured the sick, 
raised Lazarus, made 120 gallons of top 
notch vino, got rid of some nasty demons, 
taken a test drive on a donkey, had a great 
supper of bread and wine last night, to 
say nothing of the dinner parties he went 
to with the risqué end of town. 
Notice please that often what Jesus does is 
hidden from the majority of people. The 
winemaking exercise was done with a 
minimum of publicity. The technicalities 
of the  feeding of the 5000 were done 
quietly behind the scenes. Most of the 
people didn’t know that their food 
actually started out as some ones play 
lunch. 
Now all those things would be true and 
right and correct. Jesus did them all. But 
its not the complete list. 
What else has Jesus done? He has suffered 
mockery, rejection and tricky questions 
from lawyers and religious leaders. He 
has suffered denial and betrayal by his 
closest buddies. He has been struck and 
spat upon. 
Now we are getting a more complete 
picture of what Jesus has done. For me, 
one of the most powerful things he did 
was on the night before he comes to 
Pilate. While Jesus and his closest were at 
supper he takes off his outer garment and 
washes his disciples feet. They would not 
have been recently washed. They would 
have been grimy, pongy soiled feet.  

Maybe they were even a bit gnarly and 
hadn’t had a pedicure for a very long 
time. 
Afterwards he will look his disciples in 
the eye and he will ask  
“Do you understand what I have done for 
you?” 
Part of the answer to Pilates question is 
this. 
That what Jesus has done, is given us a 
model of discipleship to live. To live as he 
lived with all the lovely, triumphant  
hidden stuff but also all the hard work, 
the rejection and disappointment and 
tears. This is all part of What has he done. 
He has washed our feet and he has 
instructed us to wash each others feet. 
This is the very reason for our existence. 
This the attitude we are to take into and 
live out through all our actions. Doing the 
grubby, selfless stuff in order that others 
might glimpse, however fleetingly, that 
authentic discipleship is actually doing 
the mucky stuff. This is what Jesus has 
done and he has done it not through a 
web site, or flash speeches and power 
points or clever marketing campaigns. He 
has done it by the simple actions of 
washing feet, eating, drinking and dying. 
A couple of things that stir me still. Some-
times, when I am at the altar I look down 
at the blessed bread and wine and a 
question bubbles slowly to the surface.  
“Here before me is …Him… What has 
The master done?”  
Can I ever totally comprehend what he 
has done? 
And this is the real doozy and perhaps 
you might relate to this… 
What if, at the end of time, when Our 
Lord calls us and by some miracle we 
make it into His nearer presence … what 
if he looks upon us and asks… 
What have YOU done? 



 

Some prayers to say at 
home 
The response to the bidding  
“Renew us Lord”, … is … “In your spirit” 
 Renew us Lord, … in your spirit 
 
We are called to pray especially when all 
hope seems lost. Let us bring before the 
Lord all those who cannot see past their 
disappointment and anguish; That the 
church may always reach out with 
comfort and hope to those who are 
despondent and depressed. For Garry our 
Bishop and those who are supplying 
ministry at Mortlake. Renew us Lord, … 
 
For those who are making pilgrimage in 
the Holy land at this time. For the gift of 
safe travel, that you will bring them safely 
home. Renew us Lord, … 
 
For those who can see no way forward 
towards peace and harmony. For all who 
despair. For all who are affected by the 
Corona virus. For the retrenched, the ill, 
the bereft and those who are isolated. That 
Blessed Mary who buried her Son, may 
reassure them with her loving presence 
and prayers. Renew us Lord, … 
 
For those whose hearts are broken and 
who must bury their dead this week. That 
they may be granted the gift of healing 
tears.  For all who seek to comfort 
them.     Renew us Lord, … 
 
For the ministry of those who serve others 
in the funeral industry. That they may 
remember that Jesus too was once a 
corpse. We pray that they may carry out 
their work with diligence and respect. 
Renew us Lord, … 
 
As the great saving events of holy week 

draw closer, let us in silence offer our own 
petitions to our Heavenly Father. (Pause 
1,...2,...3,...) Renew us Lord, … 
 
That our dead who rest in Christ may join 
Him in His resurrection. Especially 
the recently departed and those who have 
died in conflict. Renew us Lord, … 
 
Lord, we know that you are very near to 
us when we are frightened and distressed. 
Help us to come especially close to you in 
these times, that leaning on your  
shoulder, we may find your loving solace 
and bring this security to a weeping 
world. Amen. 
 

And now for the homily ... 
Ta Da! 
Pilates Question to Jesus today is  
What have you done? 
The context of the question is this. 
Pilate is trying to understand Jesus and 
asks him if he is king of the jews.  
The question is pretty straight forward. It 
requires a simple yes or no answer.  Either 
Jesus is the king of the jews or he isn't.  All 
very straight forward…. Or is it? 
Jesus response is  
“Do you say this of your own accord, or 
did others say it to you about me?”  
Oh dear! This is not the answer Pilate was 
hoping for. So in irritation he snaps 
“Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have delivered you over to 
me. What have you done?” 
Again, Jesus doesn’t answer directly but 
goes on to expound the true nature of his 
kingship. Pilate is looking for a list of  
Jesus’ activities, his programs, copies of 
his policy speeches maybe. Jesus is  
operating from a totally different  
perspective and John is cleverly using this 
contrast between Pilate and Jesus to teach 

 

to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit 
is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mor-
tal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ King of 
endless glory 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and eve-
ryone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ King of 
endless glory 
 

The Holy Gospel: John 11.1-45 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
According to St John 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Beth-
any, the village of Mary and her sister Mar-
tha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.’  5 Accord-
ingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. 7 Then after this he 
said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea 
again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, 

‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not stum-
ble, because they see the light of this world. 10 

But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.’ 11 After saying this, 
he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 
12 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely 
to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.’ 17 When Jesus 
arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Betha-
ny was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 
19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 

Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messi-
ah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ 28 When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 



 

‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weep-
ing, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you 
laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews 
said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of 
them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?’ 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, 
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away 
the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’ 40 
Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 

believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you 
for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 45 Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
. 
For the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

For your Prayers this week 

For the sick and in need 

Phil Reid 
Nola 
Fr Peter Treloar 

Brian Lacy 
Virginia 
Dorothy 

Patrick and family 
(Irene Edwards son) 
Katie Kuiper 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember  

Albert Gulbin 
Frank Cammidge 
Stella Bayley 
Alexander Matheson 
Lionel Winfield 
Ethel O’Flaherty 
Ella McLellan 

Geoffrey Robertson 
Arthur Bowker 
Margaret Slorach 
Adella Mitchell 
Albert Barby 
Vera McDonald 
Thomas Evans 

Jean Whittet 
Sydney Prust 
Leslie Hamilton 
Doreen Smith 
Marjorie Blackburn 
Robert Jones 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Manchester (England) The Right Revd David Walker 
• Torit (South Sudan) The Most Revd Bernard Oringa Balmoi 
• All who have asked for the sacrament of marriage. 
• The Chancellor: Charles Gunst QC 
• The Advocate: Sally Macarthur Clyde. 
• Property and Finance Committee: Mike Robins (Chair) 
• Tsungup 
• Local council and those involved and employed in local government. 

Readings next Sunday 
5th April 2020 

Sixth Sunday in 
Lent 

Isaiah 50.4-9  Psalm 31.9-18 
Philippians 2.5-11  Matthew 26.14-27.66 

 

Current Diocesan Guidelines for  
Coronavirus COVID-19 
 
Updated 25 March 2020 
The following guidelines for our parishes are 
based on guidelines received from the General 
Synod Office of the Anglican Church of 
Australia. 
 
Worship Services 
The current Commonwealth & State 
government directive is that places of worship 
are closed and not available for public worship 
or private prayer. These directives are 
intended to deter groups of people gathering in 
one place.  For this reason the Diocese of  
Ballarat also has extended the cessation of 
services to include outdoor worship. 
 
Parish Meetings and Gatherings 
Parishes should suspend face to face meetings 
of parish council and church committees as 
gatherings should be kept to minimum and 
include only a small number of attendees. 
 
People are not to congregate together in 
groups  outdoors.  The Prime Minister  
suggested a group of 10 persons was consider 
too large a group to gather outdoors. 
 
Youth Groups and Sunday School 
Gatherings of young people are to be  
suspended.  e.g. Sunday Schools, youth 
groups. Children and young people are often 
dependent on parents for transport and super-
vision and this may difficult when many are 
choosing to self isolate. 
 
Parish Groups 
It is recommended that all social and outreach 
activities (Alpha courses, GFS, AMS, Bible 
studies, Guild Meetings, Mothers' Union) are 
suspended. 
 
Opportunity Shops and Community Pantry 
It is recommended that opportunity shops be 
closed and receipt of goods be  
suspended.  Only a skeleton team of  
volunteers should be asked to sort existing 
goods. 
Where parishes provide community pantry, 
offering free food and supplied to those in 

need, it would be an important community 
service to maintain if possible.  Parishes may 
be encouraged to review their volunteer  
capacity to continue this service, subject to 
access to supplies. 
 
Pastoral care 
Visits to people who have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 or who are self-isolating as a 
precaution should be suspended, however  
other ways of providing support should be 
considered, such as by phone or email. Single 
people, the elderly and those who are isolated 
may need particular attention. 
It is important that in offering practical  
support to individuals self-isolating, church 
members and clergy are aware of the need to 
protect themselves. 
It is particularly important to be vigilant and 
follow government directives and the advice 
of facility staff when conducting visits to  
people in aged care homes or hospitals. 
 
 
Weddings and funerals 
All government directives concerning public 
gatherings and the precautionary measures 
outlined concerning church services should be 
applied when conducting special services. 
 
Weddings: 
Can be conducted but limited to 5 persons 
only – the couple, the celebrant and two  
witness.  Social distancing recommendations 
must be complied with. 
 
Funerals: 
Can be conducted but limited to 10 persons in 
attendance. Social distancing  
recommendations must be complied with. 


