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This Week’s Diary 
Monday 13th May— 

  

Tuesday 14th May— 

  

Wednesday 15th May— 

10.00am 
11.00am 

 
7.30pm 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Communions—The Grange 
Home Communions 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 16th May— 

3.00pm 
3.00pm 

Men’s Coffee—Tosca Brown’s Café  
Women’s Coffee—Lemon Myrtle Café  

Friday 17th May—

9.00am Pew Bulletin Preparation—Parish Office 

Saturday 18th May—

11.00am Diocesan Ordination Eucharist—Ballarat Cathedral 

Sunday 19th May—Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10.30am 
  

Sung Eucharist —Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Lunch in the Hall to farewell the Kirks. 

Dates for your Diary 

19th May Farewell for Fr Donald & Camryn Kirk 

28th July Parish AGM followed by ‘Bring and Share’ Lunch 

Readings next Sunday 
19th May, 2019 

Acts 11.1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21.1-6 
John 13.31-35 

Fifth Sunday of 
Easter 

Today’s Hymns 

146 656 254 310 

  

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton  

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
12th May, 2019 

Living in an area renowned for sheep 
grazing it is perhaps highly 
appropriate to us that Jesus is 
presented in the Gospel as the Good 
Shepherd who cares for his sheep. This 
idea and image has inspired many 
artists to create pictures, icons and 
statues of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 
In many cases these images portray 
multiple sheep grazing on verdant 
grass of Jesus’ feet, or Jesus 
carrying a sheep around his 
shoulders. 

While these 
images are 
pleasant to look 
at, they usually 
focus on the 
sheep following 
rather than on the 
character of Jesus 
himself. The 
image of the 
Shepherd is 
meant to speak of 
the character of 
God’s care for us; 
his dealing with 
us and love for us 
as revealed by 

Jesus. He is the one who gives eternal 
life. He is the source of all that is good 
and the means by which we are kept 
safe in God’s love. 

Our joy is to recognise the gift of life 
and resurrection that is given in Jesus; 
to become his own by accepting his 
love and the promise of life eternal 
only he can give. 

Your friend and priest, 

Fr Donald+ 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture: Revelation 7.17 

The Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them 
to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.  

Prayer of the Day 

Gracious God, 
you sent Jesus, the good shepherd, 
to gather us together: 
may we not wander from his flock, 
but follow wherever he leads us, 
listening for his voice and staying near him, 
until we are safely in your fold, 
to live with you for ever; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

1st Reading: Acts 9.36-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she 
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room 
upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39 

So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the 
room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics 
and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put 
all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body 
and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat 
up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 
widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, 
and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time 
with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the  
South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Robyn Wilken 
Jason Tonissen 
Claire Hilsdon 

03 5572 4303 
03 5573 4540 
03 5571 2226 

Parish News 

Safe Church Training 

Two dates have now been set for our 
region:  

Saturday 27th July—Portland 
Saturday 10th August—Hamilton 

This is open to all. It is a Diocesan 
requirement that those involved in 
Children’s Ministry and as members of 
Parish Council attend one of these days 

Ministry Development Day  

The next MDC day will be held at 
Ararat on Saturday 18th May from 
10.00am till 3.30pm.  

This is NOT Safe Ministry training, but 
part of our ongoing commitment to 
grow in our knowledge and exercise of 
ministry. All are welcome.  

Farewell for the Kirks 

Next Sunday — 19th May 

There will be only one Service for the 
whole Parish next Sunday 

10.30am at Christ Church Hamilton 

followed by a bring and share lunch in 
the Hall of casseroles, sweets and slices. 
There is a board at the back of 
Christchurch for you to put your name 
and what you will be bringing. 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid 
Nell 
Lorraine Griffiths 
Brian Lacy 

Nola 
Posie 
Tracy 
Eddie 

Ian 
Victoria 
Edwin 
Peter M 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Hannah Stephens 
Rosina Clapham 
Elsie Nayler 
Allan Black 
Richard Yorston 
Ethel Bennison 
Edwin Annett 

Edward Hammond 
Rupert Cartledge 
Trevor Bloom 
Norman O’Flaherty 
Ian Burger 
Leslie Hatherall 
Elizabeth (Beris) Smith 

David Primrose 
Alice Fisher 
Elizabeth Stapleton 
Dorothy Young 
Patricia Potter 
Alice Woodall 
Una Hatherell 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Most Revd Moses Nagjun Yoo - Primate of Korea and Bishop of Daejeon 

• North Queensland: Keith Joseph 

• Glenelg Wannon: Robin Elliot 

• Kenainj 

• Our local hospitals and all who work in health care. 

For Anglican Defence Force Chaplaincy 

Army Chaplains: Sarah Gibson , Neil Mathieson & Sam Gregory 
The Returned and Services League of Australia (RSL) 

https://anglicanpastor.com/the-great-fifty-days-of-easter/  

and gives him a mission: “Feed my 
Sheep” and “Follow me.” (He also 
prophecies that Peter will be arrested 
and martyred. Tough breakfast 
conversation.) We revisit Jesus’ 
teaching on himself and his mission as 
well. He is preparing his disciples, and 
us, to take the power of his 
Resurrection to the world. 

Ascension Day falls on the 40th day, 
which always falls on a Thursday. 
Because this is a weekday, some 
churches observe or focus on the 
Ascension that following Sunday, the 
Seventh Sunday of Easter. In this we 
hear Jesus give us the Great 
Commission, our true Mission 
Statement. 

Greg Goebel 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Psalm 23 

1) The Lord is my shepherd: 
therefore can I lack nothing. 

2) He will make me lie down in green pastures: 
and lead me beside still waters. 

3) He will refresh my soul: 
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4) Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 

5) You spread a table before me 
in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup shall be full. 

6) Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 
will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

2nd Reading: Revelation 7.9-17 

A reading from the Revelation to St John the Divine  

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God 
who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 11 And all the angels stood around 
the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 12 singing, 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and might 
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’  

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, 
and where have they come from?’ 14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that 
knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day 
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter 

https://anglicanpastor.com/the-great-fifty-days-of-easter/
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them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike 
them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd. 
I know my own and my own know me 

Alleluia! 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 10.22-30 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 25 Jesus answered, ‘I have told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to 
me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my 
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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Easter Day (Sunday) is only the 
beginning! 

A great fifty-day feast (known as 
“Eastertide,” “Easter Season,” or 
“Easter Time,”) kicks off on Easter Day. 
In the Church Year, this is quite 
literally fifty days of feasting. 

Easter is the high point of the Church 
Year. So it makes sense that we would 
party for so long. After all, the main 
point of the whole gospel is to prepare 
us for an eternal celebration and feast. 

This is reflected in the fact that our 
Lenten fast only lasts forty days (not 
including Sundays), while Easter is 
fifty days. Fasting will pass away, as 
Jesus said, but the Great Feast of the 
Lamb will last for ages of ages (a 
Hebrew into Greek idiom for eternity!). 
So let the feasting begin! 

Why fifty days of Easter Time? 

Its actually quite simple. After the 
resurrection, Jesus spent forty days on 
earth before he ascended, and then 
there were ten more days after that 
before the Day of Pentecost. 

Luke writes in the first chapter of Acts 
that Jesus “presented himself alive to 
them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom 
of God.” 

In chapter two, we find the followers of 
Jesus gathered for the Day of Pentecost, 
which actually means “fifty.” It 
happened during the Hebrew feast of 
Shavuot, which is why the followers of 

Jesus were gathering. The Hebrew 
festival was originally a harvest first 
fruits celebration, and later it had 
evolved into a commemoration of the 
giving of the Law to Moses on Mt. 
Sinai.  

So the Great Fifty Days are a 
celebration of the Resurrection of 
Christ and all that means for us, 
leading to the launching of the 
Christian Church and its mission on 
Pentecost. 

How do Christians Celebrate the 

Easter Season? 

Easter Vigil, held sometime after dark 
on Holy Saturday evening, kicks off 
Easter. Easter Day Celebrations take 
place on Easter Sunday. 

The Lectionary readings (Sunday 
Scriptures) during the following 
Sundays of Easter explore the post-
resurrection appearances of Christ, and 
also the promise of a future 
resurrection. 

We go back to a closed room in which 
Jesus suddenly appears…but Thomas 
isn’t there. He doubts. Jesus later 
appears to him. Poor Thomas, forever 
cast as “doubting” even though his 
doubts were a helpful thing that 
eventually led him to worship Jesus 
and say, “My Lord, and My God.” 

Then we have breakfast with Jesus and 
Peter. Peter had denied Jesus three 
times and, after the Resurrection, had 
returned to fishing. Jesus restores him 

(Continued on page 6) 


