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This Week’s Diary 
Monday 30th April— 

  

Tuesday 1st May—PHILIP & JAMES, Apostles & Martyrs 

  

Wednesday 2nd May— 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
11.00am 

 
7.30pm 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
followed by Morning Tea—Meeting Room 
Communions—The Grange 
Communions—Eventide 
Home Communions 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 3rd May— 

9.00am 
3.00pm 

Pew Sheet Preparation—Parish Office  
Men’s Coffee—Tosca Browns 

Friday 4th May— 

  

Saturday 5th May—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday  6th May—Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 
5.00pm 

Holy Eucharist—St Mark’s Cavendish 
Sung Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 
Holy Eucharist—St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

  

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
29th April, 2018 

The vine was another of Jesus’ 
favourite images for himself and he 
uses it to help his disciples understand 
the closeness of their relationship. They 
were not simply rabbi and disciples but 
their lives were mutually dependent - 
as close as a vine and its branches. 

To produce fruit true to type, a vine is 
grafted onto a strong rootstock - two 
plants, in effect become one. The 
rootstock goes deep into the ground 
drawing up the nutrients the plant 
needs. In their turn, the branches grow 
from the main plant and break into leaf 
and tendril. The problem is that, left to 
themselves, the branches will grow and 
grow... this may be a joy to watch and a 
fine example of exuberant growth but it 
is, unfortunately, at the expense of any 
grapes that may be trying to grow on 
the vine. The plant is so busy sending 
energy to the farthest reaches of the 
branches that the poor grapes get by-
passed! 

So, it is necessary for the vine-dresser 
to curb the branches’ enthusiasm: the 
branches are pruned back almost 
to the grapes so that the energy is 
channelled into fruitfulness and 
not into foliage! At the same 
time, any branches not bearing 

fruit are removed - again so that the 
plant’s energy is directed to its fruit. 

Although we may not like the idea of 
being pruned, we can see that 
sometimes, we do get carried away 
with things. We use a lot of energy in 
things that may not necessarily be very 
fruitful. It looks good - but, in the 
longer term, may be disappointing: we 
feel we have little to show for all our 
busy-ness. 

Every so often, we need to allow God 
to prune our branch back to the grapes 
He wants us to bear. This may not be 
pleasant - but, as the saying goes, 
“When the gardener prunes his plants, 
it’s at that time that he is closest to 
them”. God comes close to us - and 
examines us to see where we are 
bearing fruit - we can invite Him to 
prune away the things that waste our 
energy so that we can bear the fruits of 
the Kingdom. 

It is not something we could do alone - 
we would be left weak and vulnerable. 

Fortunately, we can remind 
ourselves that, in being pruned 
back, we are being pruned closer to 
our main stem - our True Vine - 
Jesus.   © 2018 Wellsprings 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture: 1 John 4.10–11 

In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us. Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 

Prayer of the Day (Collect): 

O God, 
form the minds of your faithful people, 
that we may love what you command 
and desire what you promise, 
so that, amid the many changes of this world, 
our hearts may there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Reading: Acts 13.16a,26-43 

So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak:  ‘My brothers, you 
descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of 
this salvation has been sent. Because the residents of Jerusalem and their leaders 
did not recognize him or understand the words of the prophets that are read 
every sabbath, they fulfilled those words by condemning him. Even though they 
found no cause for a sentence of death, they asked Pilate to have him killed. 
When they had carried out everything that was written about him, they took 
him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the 
dead; and for many days he appeared to those who came up with him from 
Galilee to Jerusalem, and they are now his witnesses to the people. And we bring 
you the good news that what God promised to our ancestors he has fulfilled for 
us, their children, by raising Jesus; as also it is written in the second psalm, 
“You are my Son; 
   today I have begotten you.”  
As to his raising him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has 
spoken in this way, 
“I will give you the holy promises made to David.”  
Therefore he has also said in another psalm, 
“You will not let your Holy One experience corruption.”  
For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, died, 
was laid beside his ancestors, and experienced corruption; but he whom God 
raised up experienced no corruption. Let it be known to you therefore, my 
brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you; by this 
Jesus everyone who believes is set free from all those sins from which you could 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the  
South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au 
archdeaconsw@ballaratanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 
0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 
Jason Tonissen 
(vacancy) 

03 5571 2581 
03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

Building welcoming 

transforming 

communities of Faith 

A training day for all lay people  
at St John’s Horsham 

12th May 2018 
9.45am—4.00pm 

For more information collect a leaflet 
from the table at the Church door. 

 

Diocesan Guilds  

(& ABM-A Auxiliary) 

AGM 

Monday 14th May 2018 
10.00am—3.00pm 

at Christ Church Warrnambool. 

 

 

At the Hamilton Cinema 
Friday 25th May  

1.30pm 
Tickets @ $20 each 

includes afternoon tea 
Please see Marjorie (5571 1060) 

or Roma (5571 2102)  
for tickets 

or further details. 



6 

For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 
Nell, 
Jenny Peters, 
Len Peters, 
Lorraine Griffiths, 
Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 
Moira Armstrong, 
Florencia, 
Stephen, 
Adrian Stephens (priest), 
Jean MacIntosh 

Posie, 
Eddie, 
Ian, 
Ru, 
Tamsin Wesley. 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Elizabeth Ross 
Shirlee Rowland 
Thelma Grace 
Stephen Worthy 
Rebecca Worthy 
 

Neil Munro 
Melville Campbell 
Ethel Hore 
James Tully 
Helen Dougall 
 

Leslie Harlow 
Clarice Jones 
Elizabeth Coles 
William Richards 
Walter Doueal 
Ian Kennett 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East—The Most Revd 
Suhell Dawani, Archbishop 

• All who have asked for the sacrament of marriage 

• The Chancellor Charles Gunst QC.  

• The Advocate: Sally Macarthur Clyde. 

• Property & Finance Committee, Mike Robins (Chair) 

• Tsungup 

• Local council and those involved and employed in local government.  
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not be freed by the law of Moses. Beware, therefore, that what the prophets said 
does not happen to you:  
“Look, you scoffers! 
   Be amazed and perish, 
for in your days I am doing a work, 
   a work that you will never believe, even if someone tells you.” ’ 
As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people urged them to speak about 
these things again the next sabbath. When the meeting of the synagogue broke 
up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, 
who spoke to them and urged them to continue in the grace of God. 
Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22.26–32 

26) From you springs my praise in the great congregation: 
I will pay my vows in the sight of all that fear you; 

27) The meek shall eat of the sacrifice and be satisfied: 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him— 
may their hearts rejoice for ever! 

28) Let all the ends of the earth remember 
and turn to the Lord: 
and let all the families of the nations worship before him. 

29) For the kingdom is the Lord's: 
and he shall be ruler over the nations. 

30) How can those who sleep in the earth do him homage: 
or those that descend to the dust bow down before him? 

31) But he has saved my life for himself: 
and my posterity shall serve him. 

32) This shall be told of my Lord to a future generation: 
and his righteousness declared to a people yet unborn, 
that he has done it. 

2nd Reading: 1 John 4.7–21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 
Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and 



4 

his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known 
and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in 
love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected among us 
in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so 
are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord. 
Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit. 
Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel: John 15.1–8 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me 
is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s Hymns 

517 133 273 513 
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We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

This ‘one God’ that we believe in is 
described as ‘the Father’. In a 
patriarchal society (which is where this 
image originates from) a father is one 
to who me look for guidance and 
leadership; a father is also the one who 
has the ultimate responsibility of care 
for his family.  

We often don’t think of it in these terms 
but the reason we call God ‘Father’ is 
because it is such a human title, and it 
describes the intimacy of relationship 
that God desires with us. God is not 
some remote being that needs to be 
appeased but a loving Father who 
looks to our wellbeing. 

And yet this loving Father is also ‘the 

almighty’. Interestingly in the Greek 
text of this Creed the word is 
‘Παντοκράτορα’ (Pantokratora) and in 
the Latin text it is ‘omnipoténtem’ both 
meaning all powerful, or of greater 
power that anything else. God is the 

most powerful being in the universe. 
That is something we must 
acknowledge compared to ourselves, 
but also something that should 
encourage and reassure us—this 
almighty God, the most powerful being 
in the universe, is our loving Father. 

God is therefore ‘maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.’ 
God’s creative purpose is the source of 
our existence, and everything in the 
universe. This means that we believe 
that God created ‘out of nothing’ 
everything that exists; everything that 
we can see and perceive, and 
everything that is beyond our 
perception, like the vast tracts of the 
universe or the mysterious depths of 
the oceans yet undiscovered. 

This first stanza of the Nicene Creed 
says that God is the source of 
everything; of our creation, of our life, 
of all that helps us in this world.  

We declare our belief in the one who 
cares for us, and under whose care we 
are sustained and given all that we 
need. 

The Creeds 


