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This Week’s Diary 

Monday 26th February— 

  

Tuesday 27th February — George Herbert (d. 1633) 

  

Wednesday 28th February —  

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
11.00am 

 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
followed by Morning Tea—Meeting Room 
Communions—The Birches 
Communions—Eventide 
Home Communions 

Thursday 1st March—St David, Bishop of Menevia, Wales (d. 601) 

9.00am Pew Sheet Preparation—Parish Office 

Friday 2nd March—St Chad, Bishop of Lichfield (d. 672) 

1.30pm World Day of Prayer—Hamilton Uniting Church 

Saturday 3rd March—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 4th March— THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

9.00am 
10.30am 

Holy Eucharist— St Mary’s Dunkeld 
Sung Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

This year’s World Day of Prayer in Hamilton is being 
hosted by the Hamilton Uniting Church on 

Friday 2nd March at 1.30pm 

All are welcome to share in this ecumenical act of unity 
and prayer by the Christian Churches. 

  

For us, living after the crucifixion and 
resurrection, this text makes sense. We 
probably don’t even flinch. For those of us 
who are, perhaps, already thinking about our 
Good Friday liturgies and sermons, this text 
has clear meaning. And, I think it had the 
same clear meaning for Mark’s first audience: 
Just as Jesus bore his cross, the trajectory of 
our lives of faith must be similar. We have our 
cross to bear too. And when we bear that 
cross, we become more and more like the One 
who bore the cross on Calvary. And, that is 
the point of a life of faith. 

However, just because we get it—and because 
Mark’s audience around 70 AD got it—does 
that mean that Jesus’ first listeners got it? Did 
the people standing around hearing Jesus 
start to talk about his death and suffering 
have any clue that he would die on such a 
horrific instrument of tortuous death? Could 
they even conceive that this teacher, rabbi, 
healer, preacher, exorcist, and Godly man 
would meet such a grisly end? Of course not. 
And so, before they could even begin to wrap 
their heads around his death, Jesus tells 
THEM that they have to “take up their cross.” 
When Jesus says this here, a long time before 
Golgotha, these words would have had to 
sting and confuse the ears of his listeners. 
Take up our cross? What cross? Oh, you 
mean a cross of crucifixion? The 
instrument of death for a slave? There 
are some who clearly want to toss this 
passage in the historical-Jesus-didn’t-

say-this bin. They may be right. This verse 
hardly makes sense pre-crucifixion. 

And yet…we could argue about that…or, we 
could imagine the sheer linguisitic power that 
he was conjuring up to make his real point 
here: 

"For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it." 

When you follow Jesus it means putting your 
own self-survival in the backseat. The first act 
of following Jesus is totally re-ordering your 
priorities and principles to the way of the 
Kingdom. It’s no longer about saving your 
life. Following Jesus means that your priority 
is to lose your life. And, what better way to 
talk about that than the cross. It’s an 
instrument where not only are you 
condemned to a tortuous death, but you’re 
also succumbing to a dishonorable death. A 
slave’s death. A death that even the Hebrew 
Bible calls “accursed.” On the cross you don’t 
just lose your life, but you do so in a wholly 
unfashionable way. You lose everything. Life. 
Honor. Pride. But, Jesus says that in such a 
loss everything is, in fact, gained. And, just in 
case Jesus’ first audience didn’t get it—
because they were scandalized at the thought 

of dropping those last few pitiful rungs 
on the societal ladder—Jesus himself 
follows this up with showing them 
how it’s done. How to lose. And how 
to triumph. For God and His Kingdom. 

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton

Second Sunday in Lent 
25th February, 2018 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture—Mark 8.34 

If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take up your cross, and 
follow him.  

Prayer of the Day (Collect) 

God of all times and places, 
in Jesus Christ, who was lifted up on the cross, 
you opened for us the path to eternal life: 
grant that we, 
being born again of water and the Spirit, 
may joyfully serve you in newness of life 
and faithfully walk in your holy ways; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Reading—Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said 
to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make 
my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’  
Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  ‘As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.  I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you.  God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 22.24-32 

24) O praise the Lord, all you that fear him: 
hold him in honour, O seed of Jacob, 
and let the seed of Israel stand in awe of him. 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the South 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1728 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 
James Burgess 

03 5571 2581 
03 5572 1613 

Parish News 

10.00AM—5.00PM 

Monday– Friday 

10.00AM—12.00NOON 

Saturday 

At the Church of Christ in Hamilton 
Place. All are welcome to come a 
browse through the extraordinary 
collection of Books available! 

Don’t forget that you can volunteer to 
assist by placing your name on the 
roster in the Entrance Porch. 

 

 

 

 

Choir Practice 

The Christ Church Choir practices each 
Wednesday evening at 7.30pm and is 
always looking for new members. If 
anyone is interested please speak to our 
Organist, Ken Avery. 

Mothering Sunday 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent (11th March) 
is traditionally known as ‘Mothering 
Sunday’ and is the day when we 
remember the role of motherhood—that 
of our own mothers and that of the 
Church as ‘mother of our faith’. It is 
traditional to hand out ‘Simnel Cake’ on 
this day. We a looking for volunteers to 
make the Simnel Cake. Please speak to  
Marjorie if you can help. 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 
Nell, 
Jenny Peters, 
Len Peters, 
Lorraine Griffiths, 

Brian Lacy, 
Moira Armstrong, 
Florencia, 
Stephen, 
Adrian Stephens (priest), 

Col, 
Posie, 
Eddie, 
Ian, 
Ru. 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Betty Homes 
James Mann 
Michael Osborn 
May Pevitt 
Phyllis Beaton 
 

Richard Humphries 
Malcolm Bald 
Eileen Jennings 
Raymond Boxall 
Iris Duthie 
 

Mavis Slater 
Leslie Wolf 
James (Jim) Malseed 
Donald Richardson 
Caroline Sherlock 
Jean Whiting 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Virginia—(111, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Shannon Johnston 

• All R.E. Teachers. 

• Warrnambool: Scott Lowrey & Robyn  Shackell (Hon. Assist. Priest) 
(Anglicare) Warrnambool Parish Emergency Relief Centre: Louise Serra. 
Port Fairy: Alan Courtney 

• Komungwai 

• Those suffering through political unrest and oppression. 

At St Peter’s Glenthompson 

On Sunday 8th April 2018 we 
will celebrate Harvest Festival 
with Evensong at St Peter’s. The 
Service will be at 5.30pm 
followed by Harvest Supper and 
Auction of produce. Everyone is 
invited to attend, and all are 
welcome to contribute produce 
for the Auction. 
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25) For he has not despised nor abhorred 

the poor man in his misery: 
nor did he hide his face from him, 
but heard him when he cried. 

26) From you springs my praise in the great congregation: 
I will pay my vows in the sight of all that fear you; 

27) The meek shall eat of the sacrifice and be satisfied: 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him— 
may their hearts rejoice for ever! 

28) Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to the Lord: 
and let all the families of the nations worship before him. 

29) For the kingdom is the Lord’s: 

and he shall be ruler over the nations. 

30) How can those who sleep in the earth do him homage: 
or those that descend to the dust bow down before him? 

31) But he has saved my life for himself: 

and my posterity shall serve him. 

32) This shall be told of my Lord to a future generation: 
and his righteousness declared to a people yet unborn, 
that he has done it. 

Second Reading—Romans 4.13-25 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation.  For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 
all of us,  as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he believed that 
he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So 
numerous shall your descendants be.’  He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about 
a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.  
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God,  being fully convinced that God was able to 
do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.’  Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for 
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his sake alone,  but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,  who was handed over to death for 
our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
The Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be killed; 
and on the third day rise again! 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

The Holy Gospel—Mark 8.31-38 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.’  He called the crowd with his 
disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and 
forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today’s Hymns 

119 606 254 529 
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George Herbert 

Born in 1593 into 
the aristocratic 
Pembroke family, 
George Herbert 
went up to 
Cambridge in 1614, 
eventually 
becoming a fellow 
of Trinity College. 
At the age of 
twenty-five, he 
became Public 

Orator in the University and then a Member 
of Parliament, apparently destined for a life 
at court. To everyone's surprise, he decided 
to be ordained and, after spending a time 
with his friend Nicholas Ferrar at Little 
Gidding, he was made deacon in 1626. He 
married in 1629, was priested in 1630 and 
given the care of souls of the parish of 
Bemerton, near Salisbury, where he spent 
the rest of his short life. He wrote 
prolifically, his hymns still being popular 
throughout the English-speaking world. 
His treatise, The Country Parson, on the 
priestly life, and his poetry, especially The 
Temple, earned Herbert a leading place in 
English literature. He never neglected the 
care of the souls of Bemerton, however, and 
encouraged attendance at the weekday 
recitation of the daily office, calling to mind 
the words of his hymn, 'Seven whole days, 
not one in seven, I will praise 
thee'. He died on this day in 
1633.  

St David of Wales 

David, or Dewi, was a monk 
and a bishop in the sixth 
century. He was reputed to 
be an exemplar of the ascetic, 
spiritual life but was also 
highly regarded for his 

kindness and compassion to others, 
particularly the poor and the sick. He is 
believed to have founded the monastery at 
Menevia, now St David's, and also at least a 
dozen other monasteries. He is said to have 
based his Rule for his monasteries on that of 
the Egyptian desert monks, with a strong 
emphasis on hard work, abstinence from 
alcohol and a refraining from unnecessary 
speech. He died in about the year 601 and 
has been regarded as the patron saint of 
Wales since at least the twelfth century.  

St Chad 

Chad was born in 
Northumbria, the 
youngest of four sons, all 
of whom became both 
priests and monks. They 
entered the monastery on 
the isle of Lindisfarne and 
were taught by St Aidan. 
Chad's brother Cedd had 
founded the abbey at 
Lastingham and, on his 
brother's death, Chad was 
elected abbot. During the confusion in 
ecclesiastical discipline between the Celtic-
oriented, Anglo-Saxon hierarchy and the 
pressure from Rome for conformity, Chad 
became Bishop of York for a time. He 
graciously stepped back with the arrival in 
Britain of Theodore, who doubted the 

validity of indigenous consecrations. 
This was eventually rectified and 
Chad became Bishop of Mercia, a 
huge diocese the centre of which he 
moved from Repton to Lichfield. Chad 
travelled extensively and became 
much loved for his wisdom and 
gentleness in otherwise difficult 
situations. The plague was prevalent 
at this time and Chad died on this day 
in the year 672.  

Rejoicing in God’s Saints 


