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This Week’s Diary 
Monday 25th June—  

  

Tuesday 26th June—  

  

Wednesday 27th June—St Cyril of Alexandria, bishop & teacher (d.444) 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
11.00am 

 
7.30pm 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
followed by Morning Tea—Meeting Room 
Communions—The Grange 
Communions—Eventide 
Home Communions 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 28th June—St Irenaeus of Lyon, bishop & teacher (d.c.200) 

9.00am 
3.00pm 

Pew Sheet Preparation—Parish Office  
Men’s Coffee—Tosca Brown’s Cafe 

Friday 29th June— ST PETER & ST PAUL, Apostles & Martyrs

6.00pm Service of Light and Prayer at the End of the Day 
—St Peter’s Glenthompson 
followed by Supper 

Saturday 30th June—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 1st July—Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 
5.00pm 

Holy Eucharist—St Mark’s Cavendish 
Sung Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 
Holy Eucharist—St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 29th 
July 

Parish Annual General Meeting—Canon Julien Centre 

  

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton 

BIRTH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
24th June,  2018 

There are a number of 
characters that loom 
large in the New 
Testament. One of these 
is St John the Baptist. 
This Sunday we 
celebrate his birth. (Not 
that we know his 
birthday – rather by 
custom we remember 
him on 24th June each 
year.) 

John was the child of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth was cousin to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. So, John and 
Jesus were related. John grew up to 
follow the great Old Testament 
prophetic tradition; he lived in the 
wilderness a chosen life of poverty and 
simplicity. From that life called the 
people of Israel to repentance; called 
them to turn away from the corruption 
and injustice of their time towards 
faithfulness to God and honesty in life. 
This was a call to live as a community 
that cares for one another. 

Today, we live in a western 

society that is dominated 
by fear of the unknown; 
a fear that breeds 
suspicion of anyone who 
is different or needy. Our 
politicians (yes, 
regardless of the party 
they represent) seem to 
have all given in to this 
fear and use it to 
maintain their positions. 
One example of this is 
the frightening statistic 
that those in our society 
who are on ‘Newstart’ 

payments are so poor that 80% of them 
lack the ability to feed themselves 
properly. Newstart is insufficient to 
feed their families, and yet our 
politicians want to make it even harder 
for these people! 

Where is the justice here? What would 
John the Baptist say to our generation? 
How can we live lives of faithfulness 
and integrity as we care for our 
community? 

Your friend and priest, 

Fr Donald+ 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture: Luke 1.76–77 

You will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation 
to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 

Prayer of the day (Collect): 

Almighty God, 
by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, 
and sent to prepare the way for your Son our Saviour by preaching a baptism of 
repentance: make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we may truly 
repent, and, following his example, may constantly speak the truth, boldly 
rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

1st Reading: Isaiah 49.1-6 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The Lord 
called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.  

He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he 
made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away.  And he said to me, 
‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’  But I said, ‘I have 
laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my 
cause is with the Lord , and my reward with my God.’ And now the Lord says, 
who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and 
that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, 
and my God has become my strength—  he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors 
of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to 
the end of the earth.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 139.1-11 

1) O Lord, you have searched me out and known me: 
you know when I sit or when I stand, 
you comprehend my thoughts long before. 

2) You discern my path and the places where I rest: 
you are acquainted with all my ways. 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the  
South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 
0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 
Jason Tonissen 
(vacancy) 

03 5571 2581 
03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

Bible Reading Challenge 

Bishop +Garry has challenged 
everyone in the Diocese to read the 
Bible daily in the month of June. 
Booklets available now!  

Annual General Meeting 

Preparations 

Parishioners are reminded that to be 
eligible to nominate, second or accept 
nomination to Parish positions, and to 
vote on agenda items at the AGM, they 
must be enrolled on the Parish 
Electoral Roll. 

Official Enrolment Forms are available 
at the rear of the Church and 
completed forms may be placed in the 
black tray also at the back of the 
Church, or they can be given to the 
Parish Secretary or the Rector by  
12 noon on Sunday 22nd July 2018. 

 

Invitation from the Abbey 

Sr Raphael OSB, Sister Superior of St 
Mark’s Abbey Camperdown warmly 
invites all who are interested to attend 
the feast of the Holy Father Benedict on 
11th July at 11.30am followed by a light 
luncheon. RSVP by 5th July to 
benabbey@dodo.com.au  

New Bishop of Gippsland 

The Reverend Richard Treloar has been 
elected to be the next Bishop of 
Gippsland. His consecration as a 
Bishop will take place in St Paul’s 
Cathedral Melbourne on Saturday 21st 
July at 10.30am. We wish him every 
blessing for his new ministry. 

 

The latest edition of the 
Chronicle is now available! 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 
Nell, 
Jenny Peters, 
Len Peters, 
Lorraine Griffiths, 

Brian Lacy, 
Moira Armstrong, 
Adrian Stephens (priest), 
Andrew, 
Nita, 

Posie, 
Eddie, 
Ian, 
Ru, 
Tamsin Wesley 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Ernest Culpin 
Gwendoline Crawford 
Annie Stapylton 
Laurence Noske 
Patrick Kenny 
Cyril Jones 
Reginald Madin 
Jean Rundle 

Thelma Brian 
Alice Rickanne 
Mary Hamilton 
Alan Fitzgerald 
Joseph McKee 
Alan Kenny 
Leslie Harrison 
Ellen Read 

Thomas McDonald 
Jack Stewart 
Ella Glane 
Ida Clarke 
Herbert Webster 
Robert Darling 
Percy Jones 
 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Most Rev’d Nicholas Okoh, Metropolitan & Primate of all Nigeria & 
Bishop of Abuja. 

• Mission to Seafarers: John Stead. 

• The National Home Mission Fund: John Parkes. 

• Mission District of Lower Glenelg:  Nominators searching for a new priest, 
Alan Ford (deacon) & Brian Lineker (deacon) 

• Simbai 

• Those responsible for national economic & social policy. 

St Peter’s Day at Glenthompson 

6.00pm Friday 29th June 2018 

Come and join us for 
a Service of Light 

and 
Prayer at the End of the Day 

followed by Supper 
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3) For there is not a word on my tongue: 
but you, Lord, know it altogether. 

4) You have encompassed me behind and before: 
and have laid your hand upon me. 

5) Such knowledge is too wonderful for me: 
so high that I cannot endure it. 

6) Where shall I go from your spirit: 
or where shall I flee from your presence? 

7) If I ascend into heaven you are there: 
if I make my bed in the grave you are there also. 

8) If I spread out my wings towards the morning: 
or dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

9) Even there your hand shall lead me: 
and your right hand shall hold me. 

10) If I say ‘Surely the darkness will cover me: 
and the night will enclose me’, 

11) The darkness is no darkness with you, 
but the night is as clear as the day: 
the darkness and the light are both alike. 

2nd Reading: Acts 13.22-26 

When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his testimony about 
him he said, “I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who 
will carry out all my wishes.” Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a 
Saviour, Jesus, as he promised;  before his coming John had already proclaimed 
a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.  And as John was finishing his 
work, he said, “What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.”  

‘My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, 
to us the message of this salvation has been sent. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You, child, will be called prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way. 
Alleluia! 
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 1.57-66, 80 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her 
neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, 
and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, 
and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father.  But his mother said, 
‘No; he is to be called John.’  They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this 
name.’  Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he 
wanted to give him.  He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ 
And all of them were amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their 
neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill 
country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will 
this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. The child 
grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today’s Hymns 

395 541 325 361 

Happy Birthday to  
Kevin Commerford (June 29th) 

from all the Parish family  
who celebrates his special day this week! 
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We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. 

In the ‘Articles of Religion’ of 1562 
(commonly referred to as the 39 
Articles) number 25 is about the 
Sacraments and speaks of the two 
Ordained by Christ, namely Baptism 
and Holy Communion; and of the five 
other sacraments that have arisen out 
of Church practice. The fact that of 
these Baptism is the only one named in 
the Creed is significant. 

Baptism is our formal entry into 
membership of the Christian Church. 
Our Anglican Liturgy makes that clear 
with the congregation welcoming the 
newly Baptized by saying “We ... receive 
and welcome you as a member with us of 
the body of Christ, as a child of the one 
heavenly Father, and as an inheritor of the 
kingdom of God.”  

Christian Baptism has its origin in 
Jesus’ Baptism by John the Baptist in 
the River Jordan. John, whom we are 
remembering today, preached a 
‘Baptism of Repentance’. Those who 
came to him were seeking God’s 
forgiveness for their sins and failures, 
hoping to wash themselves clean and 
have a fresh start in their lives. When 
Jesus was Baptized the Scriptures tell 
us that the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him like a dove, and the voice of 
approval from the Father was heard. 

Today we see Baptism as a sharing in 
all that Jesus has done for us. As we 
share the same experience of being 
washed with water so we participate 

with him in all that he did: we 
participate in his ministry, called to 
share the message of love that gave; we 
participate in his death, recognizing 
that he died for us and all people to 
bring forgiveness to all; we participate 
in his resurrection, understanding that 
forgiveness leads to abundant life 
through the gift of the Holy Spirit 
living within us. 

The World Council of Churches 
meeting that was held in Lima in 1982 
produced a document called “Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry” in which there 
is a clear recognition of Baptism as a 
common Sacrament shared by all 
Christians, and that the Churches 
should mutually acknowledge one 
another’s Baptism.  

So, when we say “We acknowledge one 
baptism” we are saying that we 
recognize this ecumenical principle that 
unites all Christians. 

And, when we say that that this is “for 
the forgiveness of sins” we are saying 
that we believe in the forgiveness and 
life given to us by Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. 

The Creeds 


