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This Week’s Diary

Monday 24th December —CHRISTMAS EVE

5.00pm
6.30pm
8.00pm
10.30pm

Children’s Service — Christ Church Hamilton
Christmas Eucharist— St Peter’s Glenthompson
Christmas Eucharist —St Mark’s Cavendish
Solemn Midnight Mass — Christ Church Hamilton

Anglican Parish of Hamilton
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Tuesday 25th December — CHRISTMAS DAY

9.30am

Christmas Day Eucharist— Christ Church Hamilton

Wednesday

26th December — ST STEPHEN, Deacon & Martyr

10.00am

Holy Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton

Thursday 2

7th December— ST JOHN, Apostle & Evangelist

Friday 28th

December— HOLY INNOCENTS

Saturday 29th December — St Thomas a’Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury (d.1170)

Sunday 30th December — First Sunday after Christmas

10.30am

4.00pm

Sung Parish Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton
Followed by Morning Tea in the Hall.
New Year Gathering at “Walanga” — 357 Blue Gum Rd Willaura

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday)

8.30am
5.00pm

Morning Prayer
Evening Prayer

Dates for your Diary

28th April
2019

Bishop +Garry visiting the Parish for Confirmation

23rd December, 2018

Joy! Expectation! Hope! These are the
things we feel at this time of the year
when Christmas is just days away. We
express these feelings by celebrating in
anticipation, perhaps by traveling
around town looking at the Christmas
lights many have sparkling in the
night.

Joy! Expectation! Hope! These were the
feelings that Mary had as she awaited
the birth of her child. She travelled to
visit her cousin Elizabeth to share these
feelings, to celebrate in anticipation the
wonder of birth and new life that they
were both experiencing.

Joy! Expectation! Hope! These are
the things that humanity needs

wholeness. What brings these things
into being in our time is the attitude
and approach we have to others -
mutual respect that leads to peace and
understanding.

This coming Tuesday we celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ whose
birth brings joy to humanity because he
is the expected Saviour of all whose
presence in Bethlehem brought hope to
shepherds and wise men, and whose
presence with us today brings the hope
that we can find a way to mutual
respect that leads to peace and
understanding.

Your friend and priest,

more than anything else in life FrD
because they give us a sense of
Christ Church
Hamilton
St Mary’s St Peter’s St Mark’s All Saints’
Dunkeld Glenthompson Cavendish Penshurst




Sunday Worship

Sentence of Scripture: Luke 1.45

Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken

to her by the Lord.
Collect

Gracious God,

you have visited your people and redeemed us in your Son:
as we prepare to celebrate his birth,

make our hearts leap for joy at the sound of your word,

and move us by your Spirit to bless your wonderful works.
We ask this through him whose coming is certain,

whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading: Micah 5.2-5a

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5and he shall be the one of peace.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Parish

News

Christmas Cards

Help families in Australia and overseas
by buying your cards from the
Mothers” Union.

Packets of 10 are available from

Linley Bramall at $8 each.

Confirmation 2019

Bishop Garry will be
visiting the Parish for
Confirmation on Sunday
/¥ 28th April. Are you
interested? See Fr Donald.

Flowers for Christmas

Please leave any donations \

of flowers in the Flower
Vestry or the porch on
Sunday 23rd December.
David Young has kindly
agreed to arrange them on
Monday 24th December.

New Year Gathering

Neal and Earlene
Gellert have invited ( q%
all who are = /3 CS Q

interested to join
them for a social
gathering at their
home “Walanga’
357 Blue Gum Rd,

Willaura, on &
Sunday 30th

December from 4.00pm

—

Shirley Nicholas

In this last week we have learned that
Shirley Nicholas died
peacefully in England. She
and her husband Norman
were Parishioners of Christ
Church for many years. She
made the quilted Altar
Frontal in the Lady

Chapel —a fitting memorial
to her and treasure to us.

Parish D

irectory

Parish Website:
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au

The Venerable  Rector of Hamilton and
Donald Kirk Archdeacon of the
South West

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office)
0419 280 838 (Mobile)
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au

The Reverend Honorary Deacon Assistant
Marjorie Keeble

03 5571 1060 (Home)
0408 586 854 (Mobile)

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory)

Thursdays & Fridays office@hamiltonanglican.org.au
Church Robyn Wilken 03 5572 4303
Wardens Jason Tonissen 03 5573 4540

Claire Hilsdon 03 5571 2226




For our Prayers this Week

For the Sick and in need
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Phil Reid Brian Lacey Eddie

Nell Ken Bloom Tan

Lorraine Griffiths Posie Klara
Tracy

For those who have died

Shirley Nicholas

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember

Stanley Kinnersley Eric Reid Margaret Cooper
Daisy Holmes Raymond Gebert Leanne Ellis
Lawrence Annett Joseph Vaughan John McCormack
Laura Taylor Dorothy Falkenberg Francis McKenzie
Alys Sanders Gilmore McCurdy Elsie Gould

Maria Rippon Catherine Woodward Patricia Geebung
Jean Chadderton Desmond Wilson Margaret McKellar

Helene Moodie

For the wider Church and its ministry

Kubwa -(Abuja, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Duke Akamisoko
All those involved in School Chaplaincy and Industrial Chaplaincy.
All Christian community schools and Church schools.
. Ballarat & Queens Anglican Grammar School: Headmaster Adam Heath, Chaplain
Eleanor O’'Donnell, Assistant Chaplains: Peter Treloar &Fiona Whitehouse

Nambaiyufa
Teachers and students

Christmass 2018

All Saints’ Penshurst
Sunday 23rd December
5.00pm Christmass Eucharist

Christ Church Hamilton
Monday 24th December
5.00pm Children’s Service
10.30pm Midnight Mass
Tuesday 25th December St Peter’s Glenthompson
9.30am Christmass Day Eucharist ~ Monday 24th December
6.30pm Christmass Eucharist
St Mary’s Dunkeld
Sunday 23rd December St Mark’s Cavendish
5.00pm Carols Service (Uniting) Monday 24th December
8.00pm Christmass Eucharist
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For the Psalm: Song of Mary (all say together)

1) My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord:
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

2) Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant:
from this day all generations will call me blessed.

3) The Almighty has done great things for me:
and holy is his name.

4) God has mercy on those who fear him:
from generation to generation.

5) The Lord has shown strength with his arm:
and scattered the proud in their conceit,

6) Casting down the mighty from their thrones:
and lifting up the lowly.

7) God has filled the hungry with good things:
and sent the rich away empty.

8) He has come to the aid of his servant Israel:
to remember the promise of mercy,

9) The promise made to our forebears:
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Second Reading: Hebrews 10.5-10

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;
¢in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings

you have taken no pleasure.
7Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God”

(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according
to the law), 9then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia.

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.
Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 1.39-55
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

3 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, ¥ where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 2and exclaimed with a loud cry,
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And

why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 4 For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.

An Advent Tradition

Today’s Hymns
343 478 187 646

This is Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

(Continued from page 5) these Antiphons. Some scholars have

The two words that didn’t translate suggested that they form an acrostic. If

into English are worth explaining. you take the first letter of the Latin
“Adonai” is a construction that comes  word stating from the last to the first
from the Jewish custom of not speaking you get “Ero Cras” which means

the name of God. When God gave his ~ “tomorrow, I will come”. Here is the
name to Moses at the burning bush he = promise of Jesus we remember in
said “YHWH, YHWH” (the LORD, the = Advent of his return to us.

LORD). This custom surrounded the
name with vowels that made the name
unpronounceable and created the word
“Adonai”. It speaks of covenant and
promise to God’s people. The other is
“Emmanuel” which we know from the
gospels means “God-with-us”.

Advent prepares us two ways:

1) to celebrate the birth of Jesus at
Christmas, and

2) to look for the day when we meet
our Saviour ‘face to face’.

Blessings to you all for Christmas!

There is one more interesting fact about

The ‘O’ Antiphons

One of the lovely liturgical customs of

Advent is the ‘O’ Antiphons which
traditionally were said or sung at

Vespers (Evening Prayer) in the Octave

(week) before Christmas Day.

Their origin is uncertain but there are
traces of them as far back as the sixth
century. By the eighth century they

were being used in the form we have

them now. The original text is Latin as

they come from the Western (Latin)
Rite.

The importance of these is twofold.
First, the give a title to Jesus as
Messiah. Second, they refer to the

prophecy of Isaiah. These are they with
Latin Title and full English translation:

0 O Sapientia (17th December)
O Wisdom, coming forth from the
mouth of the Most High, reaching

from one end to the other, mightily

and sweetly ordering all things:
Come and teach us the way of
prudence.

¢ O Adonai (18th December)

O Adonai, and leader of the House
of Israel, who appeared to Moses in

the fire of the burning bush and
gave him the law on Sinai: Come

and redeem us with an outstretched

arm.

¢ O Radix Jesse (19th December)

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign
among the peoples; before you
kings will shut their mouths, to you
the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no
longer.

O Clavis David (20th December)
O Key of David and sceptre of the
House of Israel; you open and no
one can shut; you shut and no one
can open: Come and lead the
prisoners from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and
the shadow of death.

O Oriens (21st December)

O Morning Star, splendour of light
eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who

dwell in darkness and the shadow
of death.

O Rex Gentium (22nd December)
O King of the nations, and their
desire, the cornerstone making both
one: Come and save the human
race, which you fashioned from
clay.

O Emmanuel (23rd December)

O Emmanuel, our king and our
lawgiver, the hope of the nations
and their Saviour: Come and save

us, O Lord our God.
(Continued on page 4)

Fr Donalds+

Readings next Sunday Sunday after

30th December 2018 Christmas

1 Samuel 2.18-20,26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3.12-17
Luke 2.41-52




