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This Week’s Diary 
Monday 23rd April—St George 

  

Tuesday 24th April—Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador 

  

Wednesday 25th April—ST MARK THE EVANGELIST (ANZAC DAY) 

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
11.00am 

 
7.30pm 

Extended Communion—Christ Church Hamilton 
followed by Morning Tea—Meeting Room 
Communions—The Birches 
Communions—Eventide 
Home Communions 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 26th April— 

  

Friday 27th April— 

  

Saturday 28th April—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 29th—Fifth Sunday of Easter 

10.30am 
 

Sung Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

  

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
22nd April, 2018 

Welcome to worship on this Fourth 
Sunday in the Easter Season, 
traditionally called “Good Shepherd 
Sunday” because of the Gospel passage 
set for today. 

There are in fact three images that are 
presented to us today: 

In the Acts reading Peter describes 
Jesus as the “Cornerstone” rejected by 
the Jewish leaders of his time. Jesus is 
the cornerstone of our Faith, he is the 
Messiah promised of old, and he is the 
one who, through his resurrection, has 
laid the foundation of life for all who 
place their trust in him. 

In the first Letter of John we read of 
Jesus laying down his life, and act of 
love revealing that God is love! All that 
Jesus did in his life, death and 
resurrection expressed that love of God 
for us. 

In the Gospel Jesus identifies himself as 
“the Good Shepherd” who not only 
cares for the Sheep who lays down his 
life for the Sheep. But perhaps 
more significantly he declares 
quite clearly that he knows us! 
Jesus knows who we are, and 
while that may seem daunting 

when we look inside ourselves and see 
what we hope others don’t see about 
us, Jesus’ knowledge of us see all that 
and still loves us. His promise of life is 
given through that love. 

Jesus is our Cornerstone of Faith, the 
one who loves us unconditionally and 
cares for us as the Good Shepherd. May 
we accept this gift of life, freedom and 
love, and respond with joyful faith! 

 

Fr Donald+ 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of  Scripture:’ John 10.14 

‘I am the good shepherd,’ says the Lord. ‘I know my own and my own know me. 

Prayer of the Day 

Jesus, good shepherd of the sheep,  
by whom the lost are sought 
and guided into the fold: 
feed us and we shall be satisfied, 
heal us and we shall be whole, 
and lead us that we may be with you, 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

1st Reading: Acts 4.5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,  with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family.  When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 
they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’  Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders,  if we 
are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed,  let it be known to all of you, and to all 
the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead.  This Jesus is  
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
     it has become the cornerstone.”  
 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 23 

1) The Lord is my shepherd:  
therefore can I lack nothing. 

2) He will make me lie down in green pastures:  

and lead me beside still waters. 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the  
South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au 
archdeaconsw@ballaratanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 
0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 
Jason Tonissen 
(vacancy) 

03 5571 2581 
03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

Building welcoming 

transforming 

communities of Faith 

A training day for all lay people  
at St John’s Horsham 

12th May 2018 
9.45am—4.00pm 

For more information collect a leaflet 
from the table at the Church door. 

 

Diocesan Guilds  

(& ABM-A Auxiliary) 

AGM 

Monday 14th May 2018 
10.00am—3.00pm 

at Christ Church Warrnambool. 

 

 

At the Hamilton Cinema 
Friday 25th May  

1.30pm 
Tickets @ $20 each 

includes afternoon tea 
Please see Marjorie (5571 1060) 

or Roma (5571 2102)  
for tickets 

or further details. 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 
Nell, 
Jenny Peters, 
Len Peters, 
Lorraine Griffiths, 
Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 
Moira Armstrong, 
Florencia, 
Stephen, 
Adrian Stephens (priest), 
Jean MacIntosh 

Posie, 
Eddie, 
Ian, 
Ru, 
Tamsin Wesley. 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Joan Lyons 
Keith Lanyon 
Dorothy Lyons 
Kevin Stapleton 
 

Lesley Ferguson 
Leslie King 
All those who have fallen in 
war. 
 

Athol Potter 
Ruby Mapleback 
Olga Gould 
Leslie Rush 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• The Anglican Communion in Japan—The Most Revd Nathaniel Makoto 
Uematsu. 

• NATSIAC 

• Stawell: Heather Scott 

• Pre & Post Ordination Training-Fr Constantine Osuchukwu and Fr Graham 
Snell. 

• Mt Hagen 

• Koori communities within the Diocese. 

Congratulations from all the Parish family to  
Judy Pickett (22nd) Lauren Alexander-Shrive (27th) & Stewart Otton (28th) 

who have a birthdays this week. 
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3) He will refresh my soul:  
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 

4) Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I will fear no evil: 
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 

5) You spread a table before me  
in the face of those who trouble me:  
you have anointed my head with oil,  
and my cup shall be full. 

6) Surely your goodness and loving-kindness  
will follow me all the days of my life: 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

2nd Reading: 1 John 3.16-24 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another.  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has 
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  And 
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 
before him  whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything.  Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God;  and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we 
obey his commandments and do what pleases him.  And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us.  All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;  
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia. 



4 

The Holy Gospel: John 10.11-18 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd. I 
know my own and my own know me,  just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s Hymns 

661 466 187 147 
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Last week we looked at the Apostles’ 
Creed, the statement of Faith we use in 
Baptism. It traditionally begins with “I 
believe” because it is an individual 
claiming of faith. Today we begin to 
look in detail at the Nicene Creed 
which traditionally begins “We 
believe” as it is the corporate body of 
the Church declaring its faith together. 

We call it the “Nicene Creed” because 
it originates from the First Council of 
Nicaea, one of the great Councils of the 
early Church, held in 325 AD in the city 
of Nicaea. According to the tradition 
318 Bishops took part in the Council. 
(Most of the Bishops of the Church at 
that time.) It can also be called the 
“Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed” 
because the version we use today is a 
revision from the original made at the 
First Council of Constantinople in 381 
AD.  

The purpose of a creed is to provide a 
doctrinal statement of correct belief or 
orthodoxy. The creeds of Christianity 
have been drawn up at times of conflict 
about doctrine: acceptance or rejection 
of a creed served to distinguish 
believers and deniers of a particular 
doctrine or set of doctrines. The Nicene 
Creed was adopted because of the 
“Arian Controversy”.  

Arius was a priest in Alexandria who 
espoused the belief that Jesus as Son of 
God was created at a particular point in 
time, and therefore is both distinct 
from God the Father and also 
subordinate to God. This belief was 
deemed heresy by the Council in 

Nicaea because it denied the Holy 
Trinity – that there is only one God 
who is revealed as Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  

The form of the Creed from these 
Councils was originally written in 
Greek, it was later translated into Latin 
for the western Church and translated 
from the Latin into English for the 
Prayer Books of 1549, 1552 and 1662. So 
as Anglicans we have inherited the 
western form of the Creed which has a 
couple of subtle but significant 
variations from that used in the eastern 
Church. (I will point them out when we 
get to them.) 

Perhaps the most important clause of 
the Creed is the first one, “We believe 
in one God”. This simple statement 
says three things: 

1. We believe in God’s existence. God 
is at the heart of everything. 

2. We believe that there is only one 
God. We are monotheists. 

3. This one God we believe in is who 
we find in the Scriptures. Both in 
the Old Testament where God 
declares to Moses “Hear O Israel: 
the Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone.” [Deut 6.4-5], and in the New 
Testament where Jesus quotes 
Deuteronomy affirming that there is 
only one God. 

In a world where so many don’t believe 
in God or are simply apathetic it is a 
profound and bold thing for us to 
confidently affirm that we believe in 
one God! 

The Creeds 


