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This Week’s Diary 
Monday 17th December— 

  

Tuesday 18th December— 

7.30pm Bible Study 

Wednesday 19th December— 

10.00am 
11.00am 

 
7.30pm 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Communions—Eventide, The Birches 
Home Communions 
Choir Practice 

Thursday 20th December— 

9.00am 
9.30am 
3.00pm 
5.30pm 
7.30pm 

Pew Sheet Preparation—Parish Office  
Christ Church Guild Meeting 
Men’s Coffee—Tosca Brown’s Café 
Parish Council Meeting 
Parish Council Dinner 

Friday 21st December— ST THOMAS, Apostle & Martyr

9.00am Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 

Saturday 22nd December—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 23rd December—Third Sunday in Advent 

9.00am 
10.30am 

 
5.00pm 

Holy Eucharist—St Peter’s Glenthompson 
Sung Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Hall. 
Christmas Eucharist—All Saints’ Penshurst 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary 

28th April 
2019 

Bishop +Garry visiting the Parish for Confirmation 

  

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton  

Third Sunday in Advent 
16th December, 2018 

What are the things that you most 
highly value in other people? Many of 
us would answer that question by 
saying things like ‘honesty’, ‘integrity’, 
‘loyalty’, ‘compassion’ and 
‘trustworthiness’. 

But these qualities are often lacking in 
the people we meet. Instead we see 
things like dishonesty, selfishness, 
manipulation, greed and extortion. You 
may think that sounds harsh, however, 
in a secular world where we are often 
encouraged to put self before others 
this is the inevitable result. 

Do you remember that eccentric 
character from last week? John the 
Baptist figures again this week as he 
challenges those of his day to those 
high values we would seek. In classic 
prophetic style he condemns the selfish 
practices of the day. (He doesn’t mince 
words!) His advice is practical: share 
what you have; be honest and fair in 
your dealings; treat other people justly. 

These are the ways we are encouraged 
to live! The one who was coming 
for John, the one who came for us 
and all humanity – Jesus Christ – 
brings life and wholeness to all 
who follow this advice. The 

power of the Holy Spirit he gives us is 
what we need to be people who live 
these high values. It is when we live 
them ourselves that we see them in 
others. 

Your friend and priest, 

Fr Donald+ 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture:  Zephaniah 3.16–17 

Do not fear. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love.  

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
you sent your Son into a world where the wheat must be winnowed from the 
chaff and evil clings even to what is good: let the fire of your Spirit purge us of 
all corruption, so that, purified, we may wait eagerly for him whose coming is 
certain, whose Day draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3.14-20 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away the judgements against 
you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord , is in your 
midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17 The Lord, your God, is 
in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 
gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 
18 as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not 
bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will 
save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, at the time 
when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the 
peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the 
Lord . 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the  
South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory & Office) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
rector@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 
0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1317 (Office & Rectory) 
office@hamiltonanglican.org.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Robyn Wilken 
Jason Tonissen 
Claire Hilsdon 

03 5572 4303 
03 5573 4540 
03 5571 2226 

Parish News 

Christmas Cards 

Help families in Australia and overseas 
by buying your cards from the 
Mothers’ Union.  
Packets of 10 are available from  
Linley Bramall at $8 each. 

Confirmation 2019 

Bishop Garry will be 
visiting the Parish for 
Confirmation on Sunday 
28th April. Are you 
interested? See Fr Donald. 

Parish Council 

The final meeting for 2018 will be 
5.30pm Thursday 20th December in the 
meeting room. Following this meeting 
members of Council and their spouses 
are invited to share Dinner at Café 
Catapla. RSVP to Lofty Mustow. 

The latest dNews is now available 

Flowers for Christmas 

Please leave any donations of flowers 
in the Flower Vestry or the porch on 
Sunday 23rd December. David Young 
has kindly agreed to arrange them on 
Monday 24th December. 

New Year Gathering 

Neal and Earlene Gellert have invited 
all who are interested to join them for a 
social gathering at their home 
‘Walanga’ 357 Blue Gum Rd, Willaura, 
on Sunday 30th December from 4.00pm 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid 
Nell 
Lorraine Griffiths 

Brian Lacey 
Ken Bloom 
Posie 
Tracy 

Eddie 
Ian 
Klara 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

John Watkins 
Ian McFarlane 
Albert Hickey 
Thomas Rolton 
Arthur Wiles 
Stanley Rundle 

Willaim Grimes 
Mavis Humphries 
Francis McKenzie 
William Woods 
Clara Middleton 
Lilian Stanley 

Geoffrey Dacomb 
William Compson 
Harold Holmes 
Viola Robertson 
Dorothy Charman 
Alberta Baker 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Kivu - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Augustin Ahimana 
• Rockhampton: David Robinson 

• Mission District of Woady Yalloak - Rob Ferguson 
• The Chronicle: Janine Stewart (Editor) 

• Kumbruf 
• Teachers and students. 

Christ Church Hamilton 

Monday 24th December 

 5.00pm Children’s Service 

 10.30pm Midnight Mass 

Tuesday 25th December 

 9.30am Christmass Day Eucharist 

 

St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Sunday 23rd December 

 5.00pm Carols Service (Uniting) 

 

All Saints’ Penshurst 

Sunday 23rd December 

 5.00pm Christmass Eucharist 

 

St Peter’s Glenthompson 

Monday 24th December 

 6.30pm Christmass Eucharist 

 

St Mark’s Cavendish 

Monday 24th December 

 8.00pm Christmass Eucharist 

Christmass 2018 
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For the Psalm: Canticle “Song of Isaiah” (all say together)  

1. ‘Behold, God is my salvation: 
I will trust and will not be afraid; 

2. ‘For the Lord God is my strength and my song: 

and has become my salvation.’ 

3. With joy you will draw water: 
from the wells of salvation. 

4. On that day you will say: 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name; 

5. ‘Make known his deeds among the nations: 
proclaim that his name is exalted. 

6. ‘Sing God’s praises, who has triumphed gloriously: 

let this be known in all the world. 

7. ‘Shout and sing for joy, you that dwell in Zion: 
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.’ 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4.4-7 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
Alleluia. 
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 3.7-18 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 10 And the 
crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 11 In reply he said to them, 
‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 
has food must do likewise.’ 12 Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 13 He said to them, ‘Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for you.’ 14 Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what 
should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 15 As the people were filled 
with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ 18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good 
news to the people. 

This is Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today’s Hymns 

669 218 139 503 
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You may remember that some years 
ago it became very fashionable for 
Christians to have a bumper sticker on 
their car with the symbol of a fish. You 
may well ask why is this a Christian 
Symbol? 

In the early years of Christianity, at a 
time when Christians were persecuted 
and it was dangerous to life and limb 
to be identified as a Christian, the 
symbol of the fish became an identifier 
rather like a secret code. 

The tradition tells us that when 
standing talking to someone a 
Christian would casually use his/her 
foot to draw an arc in the dust or dirt. 

 

 

If the person they were talking to was 
not a Christian this gesture would seem 
meaningless, but if they were a 
Christian they would respond by doing 
the same. 

 

The result is the fish symbol and two 
Christians safely identifying one 
another. 

But why a fish? Because it is an 
acrostic: The Greek word for fish is 

s (Ichthus). If you take each letter 

individually you get— 

 s Jesus  

 s Christ 

 s God 

 s Son 

s  Saviour 

An interesting meaning behind a 
simple symbol. We don’t live with 
persecution thankfully but perhaps it is 
worth thinking about this meaning for 
the fish as we come toward the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, 
who is God’s Son and our Saviour! 

Fr Donald+ 

An interesting Christian Symbol 

Readings next Sunday 
23rd December 2018 

Micah 5.2-5a 
For the Psalm “Song of Mary” 

Hebrews 10.5-10 
Luke 1.39-45 

Fourth Sunday in 
Advent 

Birthdays this week 

Happy Birthday to 

 Amelie Shrive (20th) 

from all the Parish Family! 


