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This Week’s Diary 

Monday 5th February—The Martyrs of Japan (d. 1597) 

 Fr Donald’s Day Off 

Tuesday 6th February —  

1.00pm 
7.30pm 

Archdeacon’s meeting in Portland 
Archdeacon’s visit to Mortlake Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 7th February —  

10.00am 
 

11.00am 
11.00am 

 
4.00pm 

Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 
followed by Morning Tea—Meeting Room 
Communions—The Grange 
Communions—Eventide 
Home Communions 
Missions Committee—Meeting Room 

Thursday 8th February— 

9.30am 
7.00pm 

Pew Sheet Preparation—Parish Office 
Induction of Fr James Wood—Warracknabeal 

Friday 9th February— 

  

Saturday 10th February—

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 11th February— LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

9.00am 
10.30am 

Holy Eucharist— St Mary’s , Dunkeld 
Sung Eucharist & Holy Baptism—Christ Church Hamilton 
Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary 

13th Feb 
6.00pm 

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner 

14th Feb ASH WEDNESDAY 
10.00am Eucharist       7.00pm Sung Eucharist 

  

What are the 
sicknesses 
that surround 
us? Sure, we 
easily 
recognise a 
cold or flu, or 
more serious 
things like 
cancer or 
heart disease, 
but what 
about the 
‘sickness’ we 
can’t see? There are things which today 
we recognise like anxiety and 
depression, and it is good that we do. 
There are other forms of sickness that 
we do not so easily recognise, like 
spiritual sickness. 

The gospel for this weekend tells the 
story of Jesus healing people of their 
sickness. Simon’s mother-in-law has a 
fever and he heals her enabling her to 
offer the hospitality that she not only 
desired to give but was also by custom 
expected in that time. The healing 
Jesus gave her was about more 
than simply fixing a fever.  

Similarly, all 
the sick, and 
fragile people 
of the village 
came to him, 
and he healed 
them. Jesus’ 
gift of healing 
gave life and 
wholeness to 
those who 
were 
struggling to 
live. 

The message of Jesus is a message of 
life. It gives hope where it is needed, 
and courage where it is lacking. Most 
of all the message of Jesus fills the 
spiritual void that our modern world 
has created. 

The sickness of a complete lack of 
spirituality is transformed into a life 
fulfilled by the love and healing Jesus 
brings. His message invites us all to 
share that healing and life! 

Your friend and priest, 

Fr Donald+ 

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
4th February, 2018 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture: : Isaiah 40.31 

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles.  

Prayer of the Day ( Collect) 

Saving God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, healed the sick and brought them 
wholeness of body and mind: inspire us, his disciples, so that we may constantly 
proclaim his gospel by our words and by the dedication and integrity of our 
lives;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Reading: Isaiah 40.21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard?  
     Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
     Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
     and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
     and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
who brings princes to naught, 
     and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
     scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
     and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
To whom then will you compare me, 
     or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
     calling them all by name; 
because he is great in strength, 
     mighty in power, not one is missing. 
Why do you say, O Jacob, 
     and speak, O Israel, 
‘My way is hidden from the Lord , 
     and my right is disregarded by my God’? 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
     the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 
Archdeacon of the South 
West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory) 
0419 280 838 (Mobile) 
archdeaconsw@ballaratanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 
0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  
Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1728 
angham@bigpond.net.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 
James Burgess 
Jason Tonissen 

03 5571 2581 
03 5572 1613 
03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

Mon 19th Feb—Thurs 29th Mar 

It is planned to set up for the Book Fair 
on Friday 16th & Saturday 17th Feb. 
We will be looking for helpers to do so. 
Please contact either Sue Mason or 
Roma Keating if you can help. Also a 
Roster for staffing the Book Fair is now 
available for anyone who wishes to 
volunteer to do so. It is important for 
safety reasons that there always two 
people on roster. 

Pancake Day Dinner 
Tuesday  13th February - 6.00pm 

Savoury & sweet pancakes for all the 
family. $10 adults, children under 14 
free RSVP by 11th Feb—notice at back 
of Christ Church. 

Christ Church  

Sunday Roster 

The next edition of the Sunday Roster 
will be a little late being published. For 
various good reasons several people 
have chosen to retire from the Roster.  

There are vacancies for Morning Tea, 
Church Cleaning, and Sidesmen. We 
would also always welcome anyone 
who wishes to join those who read the 
Bible or pray the Intercessions. 

Please consider participating in some 
way. If you are able to, contact Jenny 
Rankin  

Roster for Sunday 18th Feb 

Morning Tea: Rachel Malseed & 
 Geoff Rowe 
Church Cleaning: Jenny Rankin 
Sidesmen: John & Barbara Oliver 
Reader 1: Jenny Rankin 
Reader 2: Celia Luke 
Intercessions: Helen Roseburgh 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 
Nell, 
Jenny Peters, 
Len Peters, 
Lorraine Griffiths, 
Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 
Moira Armstrong, 
Florencia, 
Stephen, 
Adrian Stephens (priest), 

Col, 
Posie, 
Eddie, 
Ian, 
Ru. 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

   

For the wider Church and its ministry 

•  

  

From all the Parish family to: 

 Eileen Jolly (5th) 

 Violet Shrive (10th) 
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     his understanding is unsearchable. 
He gives power to the faint, 
     and strengthens the powerless. 
Even youths will faint and be weary, 
     and the young will fall exhausted; 
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
     they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
     they shall walk and not faint.  

Hear the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 147.1-11 

1) O praise the Lord,  
for it is good to sing praises to our God:  
and to praise him is joyful and right. 

2) The Lord is rebuilding Jerusalem: 

he is gathering together the scattered outcasts of Israel. 
3) He heals the broken in spirit: 

and binds up their wounds. 
4) He counts the number of the stars: 

and calls them all by name. 
5) Great is our Lord, and great is his power: 

there is no measuring his understanding. 
6) The Lord restores the humble: 

but he brings down the wicked to the dust. 
7) O sing to the Lord a song of thanksgiving: 

sing praises to our God upon the harp. 
8) He covers the heavens with cloud, 

and prepares rain for the earth: 
and makes the grass to sprout upon the mountains. 

9) He gives the cattle their food: 
and feeds the young ravens that call to him. 

10) He takes no pleasure in the strength of a horse: 

nor does he delight in anyone’s legs, 
11) But the Lord’s delight is in those that fear him: 

who wait in hope for his mercy. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 9.16-23 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is 
laid on me, and woe betide me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  For if I do this of 
my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 
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commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may 
make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the 
gospel. For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, 
so that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win 
Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am 
not under the law) so that I might win those under the law.  To those outside the 
law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but 
am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law.  To the weak I 
became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 
people, so that I might by any means save some. I do it all for the sake of the 
gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Christ took away our infirmities and bore our diseases.  
 Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 1.29-39 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John.  Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a 
fever, and they told him about her at once.  He came and took her by the hand 
and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.  That 
evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many 
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would 
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.  In the morning, while 
it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, 
they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’  He answered, ‘Let us go on to 
the neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that 
is what I came out to do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the 
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. Today’s Hymns 

395 320 564 147 
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The Martyrs of Japan 

Christian missionaries arrived with 
Francis Xavier and the Jesuits in the 
1540s and briefly flourished, with over 
100,000 converts, including many 
daimyōs in Kyushu. The shogunate 
and imperial government at first 
supported the Catholic mission and the 
missionaries, thinking that they would 
reduce the power of the Buddhist 
monks, and help trade with Spain and 
Portugal. However, the Shogunate was 
also wary of colonialism, seeing that 
the Spanish had taken power in the 
Philippines, after converting the 
population.  

It soon met resistance from the highest 
office holders of Japan. Emperor 
Ogimachi issued edicts to ban 
Catholicism in 1565 and 1568, but to 
little effect. Beginning in 1587 with 
imperial regent Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s 
ban on Jesuit missionaries, Christianity 
was repressed as a threat to national 
unity. After the Tokugawa shogunate 
banned Christianity in 1620, it ceased 
to exist publicly. Many Catholics went 
underground, becoming hidden 
Christians while others lost their lives. 
Only after the Meiji Restoration, was 
Christianity re-established in Japan. 

The first group of Christian Martyrs 
were Crucified at Nagasaki on 5th 
February 1597. They were twenty-six 
men and women who were both 
religious and lay. After their 
martyrdom, their blooded- clothes 
were kept and held in reverence by 
their fellow Christians. The period of 
persecution continued for another 
thirty-five years, many new witness-
martyrs being added to their number. 

Rejoicing in God’s Saints 

Anglican Board of Missions: Stamps 

Place used stamps in the box at the back of Christ Church or drop them through 
the slot at the Office.  They will be taken to the contact at the Cathedral in 
Ballarat in the first week of March.  Thank you to all who regularly save them 
for ABM.      Dawn 


