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This Week’s Diary 

Monday 1st January — NAMING & CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

9.00am Holy Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Tuesday 2nd January — St Basil of Caesarea & St Gregory of Nazianzus 

  

Wednesday 3rd January —  

10.00am Morning Prayer — Christ Church Hamilton 

followed by Morning Tea — Meeting Room 

Thursday 4th January —  

9.00am Pew Sheet Preparation — Parish Office 

Friday 5th January —  

  

Saturday 6th January — 

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 7th January — EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

9.00am 

10.30am 

Holy Eucharist — St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Parish Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Followed by Morning Tea in the Canon Julien Centre 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 

5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

  

We are celebrating Christmastide — a season 

of twelve days from Christmas Day to the day 

before the Feast of the Epiphany (When we 

celebrate the visit of the Wise Men). Today is 

the Seventh Day of Christmas! I’m sure you, 

like me, are reminded of the Christmas Carol 

“the 12 days of Christmas”. So I thought I’d 

share some of its history with you. 

The history of the carol is somewhat murky. 

The earliest known version first appeared in a 

1780 children's book called Mirth With-out 

Mischief. Some historians think the song 

could be French in origin, but most agree it 

was designed as a "memory and forfeits" 

game, in which singers tested their recall of 

the lyrics and had to award their opponents a 

"forfeit" — a kiss or a favour of some kind — if 

they made a mistake. 

Many variations of the lyrics have existed at 

different points; some mention "bears a-

baiting" or "ships a-sailing"; some name the 

singer's mother as the gift giver instead of 

their true love. Early versions list four "colly" 

birds, an archaic term meaning black as coal 

(blackbirds, in other words). And some people 

theorize that the five gold rings actually refer 

to the markings of a ring-necked pheasant, 

which would align with the bird motif of the 

early verses. 

In any case, the song most of us are familiar 

with today comes from an English 

composer named Frederic Austin; in 

1909, he set the melody and lyrics 

(including changing "colly" to "calling") 

and added as his own flourish the 

drawn-out cadence of "five go-old rings." 

There is a popular theory that the song is code 

for Christian Faith but that is probably 

doubtful. Nonetheless the ‘code’ is worth 

sharing for the fun of it: 

1. The Partridge in a Pear Tree = Jesus Christ 

2. Two Turtle Doves = The Old and New 

Testaments 

3. Three French Hens = Faith, Hope and 

Charity, the Theological Virtues 

4. Four Calling Birds = the Four Gospels 

and/or the Four Evangelists 

5. Five Golden Rings = The first Five Books of 

the Old Testament, the "Pentateuch," 

which gives the history of man's fall from 

grace. 

6. Six Geese A-laying = the six days of 

creation 

7. Seven Swans A-swimming = the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven 

sacraments 

8. Eight Maids A-milking = the eight 

beatitudes 

9. Nine Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of 

the Holy Spirit 

10. Ten Lords A-leaping = the ten 

commandments 

11. Eleven Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful 

apostles 

12. Twelve Drummers Drumming = the twelve 

points of doctrine in the Apostle's Creed 

Whatever the truth of this, it is a fun reminder 

of our Christian Faith in a joyful season 

of the year! 

Happy Christmastide to all! 

Fr Donald+ 

St Mary’s 

Dunkeld 

 

St Peter’s 

Glenthompson 

 

St Mark’s  

Cavendish 

 

All Saints’ 

Penshurst 

Christ Church 

Hamilton 

Anglican Parish of Hamilton

31st December 2017 
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Sunday Worship 

Sentence of Scripture: Luke 2.30–32 

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. 

Prayer of the Day 

Saving God, 

whose Son Jesus was presented in the temple 

and was acclaimed the glory of Israel 

and the light of the nations: 

grant that in him we may be presented to you 

and in the world may reflect his glory; 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 61.10-62.3 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

   and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 

   and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 

   that the mouth of the Lord will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 

Archdeacon of the South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory) 

0419 280 838 (Mobile) 

archdeaconsw@ballaratanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 

0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  

Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1728 

angham@bigpond.net.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 

James Burgess 

Jason Tonissen 

03 5571 2581 

03 5572 1613 

03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

TODAY 
Following the 10.30am Sung Eucharist 

everyone is invited to the Rectory for 

Morning Tea and a BBQ Lunch. Meat will 

be provided, and we ask you to bring a 

Salad or something Sweet. 

Fr Donald+ & Camryn 

New Year’s Day 
Come and join us for a Eucharist to mark 

the beginning of the New Year on Monday 

morning 9.00am in the Lady Chapel.  

1st January celebrates the Naming and 

Circumcision of Our Lord, and is the day 

Australia became a Nation in 1901. Let 

us begin the year praying for our Nation 

and community together. 

Help Appreciated 
One of the African families moving to 

Hamilton, recently became involved in a 

serious car accident on the Hamilton 

Highway.  The Hamilton and District Rural 

Australians for Refugees group is raising 

money to give to the family as the two 

youngest children are still in intensive 

care in the Children’s Hospital in 

Melbourne.  Thank you to those who have 

already donated to the Appeal and if 

others would like to contribute, we can 

pass any donations on to them.  

Deacon Marjorie 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 

Nell, 

Jenny Peters, 

Posie 

Lorraine Griffiths, 

Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 

Moira Armstrong, 

Barbara Trimnell, 

Florencia 

Stephen 

Adrian Stephens (priest) 

Col 

For those who have died 

Margaret Cooper 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Laiton Jones 

George White 

Margaret Egan 

Mary Pinkerton 

 

Audrey Cooper 

William Sellars 

Albert Madden 

Alvis Martin 

 

Nora Turner 

Doreen Pinkerton 

Frank Uren 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Zululand—(Southern Africa) 

• All Theological Colleges & theological faculties in Australian Universities 

• Trinity College: Warden and faculty 

• Balob Teachers’ College 

• All Volunteers 

 From all the Parish family to: 

 Marjorie Keeble (4th) 

 Charlotte Tonissen (5th) 

 David Hilsdon (5th) 

 Spencer Hilsdon (6th) 

 Olive Kitchen (6th) 
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Psalm 148 

1) Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven: 

O praise him in the heights. 

2) Praise him, all his angels: 

O praise him, all his host. 

3) Praise him, sun and moon: 

praise him, all you stars of light. 

4) Praise him, you highest heaven: 

and you waters that are above the heavens. 

5) Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

for he commanded and they were made. 

6) He established them for ever and ever: 

he made an ordinance which shall not pass away. 

7) O praise the Lord from the earth: 

praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps; 

8) Fire and hail, mist and snow: 

and storm-wind fulfilling his command; 

9) Mountains and all hills: 

fruit trees and all cedars; 

10) Beasts of the wild, and all cattle: 

creeping things and winged birds; 

11) Kings of the earth, and all peoples: 

princes, and all rulers of the world; 

12) Young men and maidens: 

old folk and children together. 

13) Let them praise the name of the Lord: 

for his name alone is exalted. 

14) His glory is above earth and heaven: 

and he has lifted high the horn of his people. 

15) Therefore he is the praise of all his servants: 

of the children of Israel, a people that is near him.  

Praise the Lord.  

Second Reading: Galatians 4.4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a 

child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 

in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son. 

Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 2.22-40 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 

offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-

doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by 

the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 

and praised God, saying, 

 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 

 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so 

that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after 

her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of 

the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today’s Hymns 

144 167 723 722 
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Naming and 
Circumcision of our 

Lord Jesus Christ 
The celebration of this scriptural festival 

marks three events: firstly, the naming of 

the infant; secondly, the sign of the 

covenant between God and Abraham 

'and his children for ever', thus Christ's 

keeping of the Law; and thirdly, 

traditionally the first shedding of the 

Christ's blood. The most significant of 

these in the gospels is the name itself, 

which means 'Yahweh saves' and so is 

linked to the question asked by Moses of 

God: "What is your name?" "I am who I 

am," was the reply, thus the significance 

of Jesus's words: "Before Abraham was, I 

am." This feast has been observed in the 

church since at least the sixth century.  

St Basil the Great, 
Bishop of Caesarea &  

St Gregory of Nazianzus, 
Bishop of 

Constantinople 
Gregory and Basil were two friends bound 

together by their desire to promote and 

defend the divinity of Christ as 

proclaimed in the Nicene Creed. This was 

against the seemingly overwhelming 

pressure from both Church and State for 

the establishment of Arianism, which 

denied Christ's divinity and thus the 

whole Christian doctrine of the Trinity. 

Basil was renowned for being headstrong 

and forceful, in comparison to his friend 

Gregory, who would rather spend his days 

in prayer and living the simple, ascetic 

life. Gregory's brilliance in oratory and 

theological debate meant that a hidden 

life was virtually impossible and Basil 

drew him into the forefront of the 

controversy. Their joint persuasive 

eloquence convinced the first Council of 

Constantinople, meeting in 381, that 

their teaching was the truly orthodox one 

and the Council ratified the text of the 

Nicene Creed in the form it is used in the 

East to this day. Basil died in 379 and 

Gregory ten years later.  

Rejoicing in God’s Saints 


