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This Week’s Diary 

Sunday 24th December — CHRISTMAS EVE 

5.00pm 

5.00pm 

6.30pm 

10.30pm 

Children’s Service — Christ Church Hamilton 

Holy Eucharist — All Saints’ Penshurst 

Holy Eucharist — St Mary’s Dunkeld 

Festive Midnight Mass — Christ Church Hamilton 

Monday 25th December — CHRISTMAS DAY 

8.00am 

9.30am 

11.00am 

Holy Eucharist — St Mark’s Cavendish 

Sung Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Holy Eucharist — St Peter’s Glenthompson 

Tuesday 26th December — ST STEPHEN, Deacon & First Martyr 

9.00am Holy Eucharist—Christ Church Hamilton 

Wednesday 27th December — ST JOHN, Apostle & Evangelist 

10.00am 

 

11.00am 

11.00am 

 

7.30pm 

Morning Prayer — Christ Church Hamilton 

followed by Morning Tea — Meeting Room 

Communions — The Birches 

Communions — Eventide Homes 

Home Communions 

Choir Practice 

Thursday 28th December — HOLY INNOCENTS 

9.00am 

9.30am 

Holy Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Pew Sheet Preparation — Parish Office 

Friday 29th December — St Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, martyr (d. 1170) 

  

Saturday 30th December — 

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 31st December — First Sunday after Christmas 

10.30am Parish Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Followed by Morning Tea & BBQ Lunch at the Rectory 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 

5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

  

Today and tonight we have a lot of 
celebration put together in a very short 
space of time. 

This morning we are celebrating the 
Fourth Sunday in Advent, and as such 
our readings look to God’s preparation 
for his Son’s birth. In particular the 
reading from 2 Samuel reminds us of 
God’s promise that the Messiah would 
come from the family of King David, 
and the gospel tells the story of the visit 
of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary, a 
descendant of David, announcing that 
she had been chosen to bear the 
Messiah into the world. 

In the first reading David expresses his 
desire to build a Temple for God in 
Jerusalem, but the Prophet Nathan 
tells him that is not what God desires of 
him. David has to be open to the voice 
of God spoken through Nathan, and 
willing to listen and accept that God 
has a different plan to what he 
expected. (In fact it is his son Solomon 
who builds the Temple.) 

In the Gospel we have Mary 
approached by God’s messenger to tell 
her that she will bear a son into 
the world by the gift of divine 
grace. She, too, shows openness 
to the message and willingly says 
‘yes’ to God. Mary shows great 
courage and strength by this, and 

her life would travel in a direction that 
she could never have imagined from 
that day forward. 

These two biblical characters give us a 
clue to the message of this Fourth 
Sunday of Advent—we are to be open to 
the way that God calls us as it may not 
be anything that we have planned or 
expected. Willingness to listen to Spirit 
of God working within us will enable us 
to understand this call. David 
understood and accepted God’s 
promise. Mary understood and became 
the mother of our Saviour. Both 
fulfilled their place and part in God’s 
plan of Salvation. 

This evening we begin the Christmas 
celebrations honouring the birth of 
Jesus, the Incarnate Son of God, who is 
the ultimate fulfilment of God’s plan to 
redeem all humanity. And just as David 
and Mary both had to say ‘yes’ to God’s 
plan for them, we are invited to say ‘yes’ 
to God’s plan for us fulfilled in the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ! 

May the celebrations of these days 
bring us much joy, and the 
willingly to say ‘yes’ to God and his 
plan for our lives. 

Fr Donald+ 
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Sunday Worship 

Advent Wreath Song: 

‘Christmas is coming’ 

the church is glad to sing 

and let the Advent candles 

brightly burn in a ring. 

1. The first is for God’s promise 

to put the wrong things right, 

and bring to earth’s darkness 

the hope of love and light. 

 ‘Christmas is coming’ … 

2. The second for the prophets, 

who said that Christ would come 

with good news for many 

and angry words for some. 

 ‘Christmas is coming’ … 

3. The third is for the Baptist, 

who cried, ‘Prepare the way. 

Be ready for Jesus, 

both this and every day.’ 

 ‘Christmas is coming’ … 

4. The fourth is for the Virgin, 

who mothered God’s own Son 

and sang how God’s justice 

was meant for everyone. 

 ‘Christmas is coming’ … 

Sentence: Luke 1.32–33 

This child will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.  

Prayer of the Day 

Gracious God, 

whose eternal Word took flesh among us 

when Mary placed her life at the service of your will: 

prepare our hearts for his coming again 

and keep us steadfast in hope, 

that we may be ready for the coming of his kingdom; 

for his sake, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1st Reading: 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all 

his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in 

a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do 

all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ But that same night the word of 

the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord : Are you 

the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 

in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of 

Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a 

house of cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
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Parish Directory 

Parish Website: 
www.hamiltonanglican.org.au   

The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 

Archdeacon of the South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory) 

0419 280 838 (Mobile) 

archdeaconsw@ballaratanglican.org.au 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 

0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm  

Thursdays & Fridays 

03 5571 1728 

angham@bigpond.net.au 

Church  

Wardens 

Gavin Wallis 

James Burgess 

Jason Tonissen 

03 5571 2581 

03 5572 1613 

03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

These are the Christmas Services in the 

Parish his year:  

Sunday 24th December 

(for 4th Sunday in Advent) 

 9.00am Extended Communion 

  - Glenthompson 

 10.30am Sung Eucharist - Hamilton 

(for Christmas Eve) 

 5.00pm Children’s Service 

  - Hamilton 

 5.00pm Vigil Eucharist - Penshurst 

 6.30pm Vigil Eucharist - Dunkeld 

 10.30pm Midnight Mass - Hamilton 

Monday 25th December 

 8.00am Holy Eucharist - Cavendish 

 9.30am Sung Eucharist - Hamilton 

 11.00am Holy Eucharist  

  - Glenthompson 

 

New Year’s Eve 

Sunday 31st December 

There will be only one Service in the 

Parish on this day, 10.30am at  

Christ Church Hamilton. Following this 

everyone is invited to the Rectory for 

Morning Tea and a BBQ Lunch. Meat will 

be provided, and we ask you to bring a 

Salad or something Sweet. 

Fr Donald+ & Camryn 

Missions to Seafarers 
Magazines, Beanies, etc. were greatly 

received by the Manager when they were 

delivered last Friday, 15th December.  

Thank you to parishioners who donated 

all items. 

Dawn  

A note of thanks to  
David Young for arranging  
the flowers decorating  
Christ Church for Christmas! 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 

Nell, 

Jenny Peters, 

Posie 

Lorraine Griffiths, 

Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 

Moira Armstrong, 

Barbara Trimnell, 

Florencia 

Stephen 

Adrian Stephens (priest) 

Col 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Laura Taylor 

Alys Sanders 

Maria Rippon 

Eric Reid 

Raymond Gebert 

Joseph Vaughan 

Dorothy Falkenberg 

Gilmore McCurdy 

Catherine Woodward 

Leanne Ellis 

John McCormack 

Francis McKenzie 

Desmond Wilson 

Elsie Gould 

Jean Chadderton 

Margaret McKellar 

Helene Moodie 

Rebecca Filbay 

Susan Gaussen 

Lena Burger 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Yola— (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Markus Ibrahm 

• Mission to Seafarers: John Stead. 

• The National Home Mission Fund: John Parkes 

• Mission District of Lower Glenelg: Emmanuel Carrington, Alan Ford (deacon) & 

Brian Lineker (deacon) 

• .Simbai 

• Those responsible for national economic & social policy 

friendship. As a result, the king nominated 

Thomas as Archbishop of Canterbury to 

succeed Theobald in 1161. From the start 

there was friction, with Thomas insisting on 

every privilege of the Church. The conflict 

worsened until 1164 when Thomas fled to 

France. Encouraged by the Pope he pursued 

his arguments from exile, sending letters and 

pronouncing excommunications. Three efforts 

at mediation failed before an apparent 

reconciliation brought him back triumphant to 

Canterbury in 1170. But the nobility still 

opposed him, and words of anger at court led 

four knights to journey to Canterbury where 

they finally chased Thomas into the cathedral, 

and murdered him on the steps of the altar on 

this day in 1170. Thomas was undoubtedly a 

proud and stubborn man, for all his gifts, and 

his personal austerities as archbishop were 

probably an attempt at self- discipline after 

years of ostentatious luxury. His conflict with 

King Henry stemmed from their equal 

personal ambitions, exacerbated by the 

increasingly international claims of the 

papacy, played out in the inevitable tension 

between Church and State.  

(Continued from page 5) 
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the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 

over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off 

all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 

name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel 

and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 

more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 

enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 

Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne 

shall be established for ever. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

For the Psalm: The Song of Mary (Magnificat) 

1) My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord: 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

2) Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant: 

from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

3) The Almighty has done great things for me: 

and holy is his name. 

4) God has mercy on those who fear him: 

from generation to generation. 

5) The Lord has shown strength with his arm: 

and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

6) Casting down the mighty from their thrones: 

and lifting up the lowly. 

7) God has filled the hungry with good things: 

and sent the rich away empty. 

8) He has come to the aid of his servant Israel: 

to remember the promise of mercy, 

9) The promise made to our forebears: 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

2nd Reading: Romans 16.25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 

secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 

known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 

about the obedience of faith — to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be the glory for ever! Amen. 

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 

May it be done to me according to your word. 

Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 1.26-38 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said 

to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 

God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 

this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Today’s Hymns 

438 343 468 646 
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 St Stephen 
In the book of the Acts of 

the Apostles, Stephen is 

described as one of the 

seven deacons whose job it 

is to care for the widows in 

the early Church in 

Jerusalem. His eloquent 

speech before the 

Sanhedrin, in which he 

shows the great sweep of 

Jewish history as leading to 

the birth of Jesus, the long-expected Messiah, 

and his impassioned plea that all might hear 

the good news of Jesus, leads to his inevitable 

martyrdom by being stoned to death. As the 

author of Acts, Luke's description of Stephen 

bears direct parallels to that of Christ: for 

example, the passion; being filled with the 

Holy Spirit; seeing the Son of God as the right 

hand of God, as Jesus promised he would be; 

commending his spirit to Jesus, as Jesus 

commended his to the Father; kneeling as 

Jesus did in Gethsemane and asking 

forgiveness for his persecutors. Witnessing to 

Jesus by acting like Jesus in every way is thus 

seen by Luke as of the essence of the 

Christian life.  

St John 
Whether or not John the 

Apostle and John the 

Evangelist are one and 

the same, the Church 

honours on this day the 

one who proclaims Jesus 

as the Word made flesh 

and who is 'the disciple 

whom Jesus loved'. John 

was one of the sons of 

Zebedee, along with 

James and Peter, who 

followed Jesus. John was 

there at the Transfiguration of Jesus on the 

holy mountain; he was there with Jesus at the 

last supper; he was there with Jesus in his 

agony in the garden; he was there with Jesus 

and his mother, standing at the foot of the 

cross; he was there with Jesus as a witness of 

his resurrection and 'he saw and believed'. 

John was a witness to the Word, he 

proclaimed the Word and he lived and died 

witnessing to the Word made flesh, Jesus 

Christ, who loved him and whom he loved.  

The Holy Innocents 
Herod 'the Great' was 

appointed King of the 

Jews by the Roman 

authorities in Palestine 

and he proved to be 

ruthlessly efficient in his 

thirty-three years of 

dealing with his subjects. 

In Matthew's gospel, he 

tried to persuade the Magi, to whom he 

played the host on their journey seeking the 

one 'who has been born king of the Jews', to 

bring word of where they had found him. His 

desire was to eliminate Jesus and, when he 

realised that the Magi had tricked him and left 

the country, Herod poured out his wrath on all 

the male infants in the land. These were God's 

'innocent' ones, parallelling the story of 

Pharaoh slaughtering the Hebrew children in 

Egypt.  

St Thomas Becket 
Thomas was born in 

London in 1118, of a 

family of merchants. 

After a good education 

he served as clerk to 

another burgess then 

entered the service of 

Archbishop Theobald of 

Canterbury. Thomas 

proved himself an excellent administrator and 

skilled diplomat. In 1155 he was appointed 

chancellor by King Henry II. For several years 

king and chancellor worked harmoniously 

together in mutual admiration and personal 

(Continued on page 6) 

Rejoicing in God’s Saints 


