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This Week’s Diary 

Monday 7th August —  

 Fr Donald’s Day Off 

Tuesday 8th August — St Dominic, priest and friar 

6.00pm Evangelist/Outreach Task Group — The Rectory 

Wednesday 9th August — Mary Sumner, founder of Mothers’ Union 

10.00am 

 

11.00am 

11.00am 

 

7.00pm 

7.30pm 

Holy Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

followed by Morning Tea — Meeting Room 

Communions — The Grange 

Communions — Eventide Homes 

Home Communions 

Mothers’ Union Eucharist — Lady Chapel, Christ Church Hamilton 

Mothers’ Union Meeting — Meeting Room, Canon Julien Centre 

Thursday 10th August — St Laurence, deacon and martyr 

  

Friday 11th August — St Clare of Assisi — John Henry Newman 

  

Saturday 12th August — 

6.00pm Vigil Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 13th August — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9.00am 

9.00am 

10.30am 

1.00pm 

Holy Eucharist — St Peter’s Glenthompson 

Extended Communion — St Mark’s Cavendish 

Sung Eucharist — Christ Church Hamilton 

Winter Seafood Luncheon — 357 Blue Gum Rd Willaura 

Daily Prayers in the Lady Chapel at Christ Church Hamilton (Monday to Saturday) 

8.30am 

5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 

29th October 
Parish Confirmation — Christ Church Hamilton 

Sunday 10th 

September 
Parish Planning Day — Canon Julien Centre 

Saturday 

11th 

November 

Annual Parish Fete—Canon Julien Centre, and grounds 

  

Today we celebrate and remember 

Archdeacon Stretch who 

is the founding father of 

our Diocese. Here is 

some biographical 

information about him. 

Theodore Carlos Benoni 

Stretch (1817-1899), 

Anglican clergyman, was 

born on 11 February 

1817 at Worcester, 

Worcestershire, England, 

elder son of John Cliffe 

Stretch, rector of St 

Swithin's. He was made 

deacon in 1841 and ordained priest next 

year by Bishop Henry Pepys of Worcester. 

After curacies in Warwickshire at Wishaw 

(1841-42) and Harborough Magna (1842-

44), he served as vicar of Potterspury, 

Northamptonshire (1844-51), acting also 

as Midlands Association Secretary of the 

Church Missionary Society in 1848-51. 

Stretch arrived in Victoria in 1852 and 

in July was appointed by Bishop Perry 

to Geelong. In 1854 he was collated 

as archdeacon of Geelong with 

responsibility for the visitation and 

oversight of the Ballarat goldfields. Stretch 

transferred to Sale as 

incumbent and 

archdeacon in 1863, was 

then appointed 

archdeacon of Geelong 

(but resident in Ballarat) 

in 1866-69 and 

archdeacon of Ballarat 

and Hamilton in 1869-

75. A superb horseman, 

Stretch covered his vast 

archdeaconries; he 

visited every house and 

cabin he came to, held 

meetings and services in 

stations, schoolrooms, stores and inns, and 

collected donations. In 1872-73 he 

canvassed the colony to raise the 

endowment for a second Victorian bishopric 

at Ballarat. He was well fitted to fill the 

position but from the first declined lest he 

appear to be working for his own 

advantage. Instead, in August 1875 he 

installed Samuel Thornton as first 

bishop of Ballarat. 

Stretch expected to remain in the new 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Sentence: Matthew 17.5 

Suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him!’  

Prayers of the Day: 

Collect for Stretch Sunday 

Loving God, source of all that is good and true, 

today we rejoice in the example and fellowship of Archdeacon Stretch, 

  “founder of the Diocese of Ballarat” 

  and all those pioneer Christians who planted the faith 

 and built the church in colonial Victoria.  

Give us grace to follow them as we give ourselves to you with generosity and love.  

Like them, may we be people sharing Good News in word, 

  sacrament and loving service.  

As you filled our forebears with the power of your Spirit,  

inspire us today with that same Spirit,  

so all people may hear and respond to your invitation  

to know forgiveness and new life as brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ,  

who is our Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 

Collect for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

O God, giver of life and health, 

whose Son Jesus Christ has called us to hunger and thirst for justice: 

refresh us with your grace, 

that we may not be weary in well-doing, 

for the sake of him who meets all our needs, 

Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 55.1-5 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you 

spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which does 

not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in 

rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make 

with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him 

a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall 

call nations that you do not know,    and nations that do not know you shall run to 

you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Sunday Worship 
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The Venerable  

Donald Kirk 

Rector of Hamilton and 

Archdeacon of the South West 

03 5571 1317 (Rectory) 

0419 280 838 (Mobile) 

frdonaldkirk@gmail.com 

The Reverend  

Marjorie Keeble 

Honorary Deacon Assistant 03 5571 1060 (Home) 

0408 586 854 (Mobile) 

PARISH OFFICE 9.00am-12.00pm Thursdays & Fridays 03 5571 1728 

angham@bigpond.net.au 

Church Wardens Gavin Wallis 

James Burgess 

Jason Tonissen 

03 5571 2581 

03 5572 1613 

03 5573 4540 

Parish News 

Film Afternoon 

Friday 1st September at 1.00pm 

Come and join us for a delightfully 

romantic film 

Tickets $20 each including afternoon tea. 

Please contact Cynthia Annett  on 

5572 5474 (or leave a message). 

Also you  can contact Joan Mallison, 

Glenys Watson, Marjorie Keeble,  

Rita Burger, Yonnie Ryan, Barbara Oliver. 

We will require help with food and raffle 

ticket sales on the day. 

Mothers’ Union Meeting 
Wednesday 9th August 

Mary Sumner Day Church service in the 

Lady Chapel at 7pm, followed by our 

meeting in the Canon Julien Centre at 

7.30pm.  

Come along and find out more about 

what MU is all about. Everyone welcome. 

Shirley Gregory (President) 

Inter-Church Social 
The annual Inter-Church Social which is 

held on the second Monday in August has 

been cancelled for this year. The Uniting 

Church will be the host in 2018. 

Roma Keating 
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For our Prayers this Week 

For the Sick and in need 

Phil Reid, 

Jan Burns, 

Nell, 

Jenny Peters, 

Lorraine Griffiths, 

Andrew, 

Brian Lacy, 

Moira Armstrong, 

Barbara Trimnell, 

June Cashman 

Florencia 

Stephen 

Dorothy Ryan 

For those who have died 

 

For those whose Year’s Mind we remember 

Margaret Mildon 

Marjorie Dacomb 

Lucy Clover 

Inez Harald 

Effie Woods 

William Joiner 

Eunice Walker 

Marie Manson 

 

For the wider Church and its ministry 

• Puerto Rico (XI, The Episcopal Church) +Wilfrido Ramos Orench (Bishop) 

• Bunbury: +Allan Bowers Ewing (Bishop) 

• St John’s Ballarat: David Oulton 

• Licensed Lay Ministers 

• Fikombaro (Aipo Rongo) 

• Parents, children & health care workers affected by abortion. 

• All involved in nuclear non-proliferation 

Confirmation Classes 
Beginning today there will be regular 

Confirmation preparation in the Meeting 

Room following the Sung Eucharist 

at Christ Church Hamilton. 

Please pray for those preparing to renew 

their Baptismal Promises in Confirmation. 

Mission to Seafarers 
On Wednesday, 2nd August, a delivery of 

donated items was made to the Manager.  

He was delighted to receive the beanies, 

National & Australian Geographics, 

Nature and other magazines, plus books. 

Thank you to all who contributed.  

Another delivery will be made before 

Christmas, but do not bring items to the 

office until further notice.  From August 7-

11 Portland is hosting the Mission to 

Seafarers National Conference for more 

than 50 delegates from Australia, 

Oceania and the U.K.  There are 27 

stations around the Australian Coast, 

ranging from very small e.g. Port Giles 

(South Australia) that operates part-time 

in a church hall, to large but, as yet, none 

in Darwin or Port Adelaide. 

Dawn Shoebridge. 
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Psalm 145.8-9, 14-21 

8) The Lord is gracious and compassionate: 

slow to anger and of great goodness. 

9) The Lord is loving to every one of us: 

and his mercy is over all his works. 

14) The Lord upholds all those who stumble: 

and raises up those that are bowed down. 

15) The eyes of all look to you in hope: 

and you give them their food in due season; 

16) You open wide your hand: 

and fill all things living with your bounteous gift. 

17) The Lord is just in all his ways: 

and faithful in all his dealings. 

18) The Lord is near to all who call upon him: 

to all who call upon him in truth. 

19) He will fulfil the desire of those that fear him: 

he will hear their cry, and save them. 

20) The Lord preserves all those that love him: 

but the wicked he will utterly destroy. 

21) My mouth shall speak the praises of the Lord: 

and let all flesh bless his holy name, for ever and ever. 

Second Reading: Romans 9.1-8 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 

Holy Spirit—  I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish 

that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, 

my kindred according to the flesh.  They are Israelites, and to them belong the 

adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 

promises;  to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 

comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.  It is not as though 

the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel,  and not all of 

Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but ‘It is through Isaac that 

descendants shall be named after you.’  This means that it is not the children of the 

flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as 

descendants.  

Hear the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

those who follow me will have the light of life. 

Alleluia! 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 14.13-21 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 

himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.  

When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and 

cured their sick.  When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go 

into the villages and buy food for themselves.’  Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go 

away; you give them something to eat.’  They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five 

loaves and two fish.’  And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’  Then he ordered the 

crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked 

up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all ate and were filled; and they took up 

what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.  And those who ate were 

about five thousand men, besides women and children.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today’s Hymns 

243 — 234— 560  — 568 

diocese but, apart from a brief and vigorous 

locumcy at Hamilton where he arranged the 

building of the present church, no suitable 

work was found for him. He returned to 

Melbourne in March 1876 and accepted 

the cure of Holy Trinity, Balaclava, a rising 

suburb. He was responsible for church 

extension and development in Gippsland 

and northern Victoria as well as in the 

metropolitan area. From 1887 until he 

retired in 1894 he was archdeacon of 

Melbourne and Geelong. 

When we look at this history we can see 

how he could have easily been forgotten. It 

is also interesting to note that he was in 

Hamilton Parish at the time of the creation 

of the Diocese. 

The Lectern in Christ Church is inscribed in 

his memory. 

Your friend and priest, 

Fr Donald+ 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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St Dominic 
Born at Calaruega in Castile, of the ancient 

Guzman family in 1170, Dominic became an 

Augustinian or Austin Friar and led a disciplined 

life of prayer and penance. He became prior in 

1201 but three years later, whilst on a trip to 

Denmark with his bishop, he passed through 

France and came across Cathars or Albigenses. 

They claimed to be Christians but held the 

heterodox belief that flesh and material things 

were evil, that the spirit was of God and that 

flesh and spirit were in permanent conflict. 

Dominic formed an Order of Preachers to 

combat this belief, although he would have 

nothing to do with the vengeful Crusade that 

began to be waged against the Albigenses. The 

Dominican Order spread to many countries in 

just a few years and did much to maintain the 

credibility of the orthodox faith in late-mediæval 

Europe. Dominic died on this day at Bologna in 

1221.  

Mary Sumner 
Mary Elizabeth Sumner (née Heywood) was born 

in 1828 at Swinton. In 1848, she married a 

young curate, George Henry Sumner, nephew of 

Archbishop Sumner, who was himself to become 

Bishop of Guildford in 1888. A mother of three 

children, Mary called a meeting in 1876 at 

which the Mothers' Union was founded, 

providing a forum in which to unite mothers of 

all classes in the aim of bringing up children in 

the Christian faith. Baptism and parental 

example were its two basic principles. At first a 

parochial organisation, it grew steadily into an 

international concern, encouraging the ideal of a 

Christian home. Mary died on this day in 1921.  

St Laurence 
The sources for the martyrdom of Laurence are 

among the earliest, though the details are thin. 

Laurence was one of the seven deacons at 

Rome and closely associated with Pope Sixtus II, 

martyred just a few days before him. His 

examiners insisted he produce the Church 

treasures. He promptly did so: assembling all the 

poor, he is reputed to have said, "These are the 

treasures of the Church." The story of his being 

put to death on a gridiron is a much later 

addition to his story. He died on this day in the 

year 258.  

St Claire of Assisi 
Born in 1193 in Assisi of a wealthy family, Clare 

caught the joy of a new vision of the gospel from 

Francis' preaching. Escaping from home, first to 

the Benedictines and then to a Béguine-style 

group, she chose a contemplative way of life 

when she founded her own community, which 

lived in corporate poverty understood as 

dependence on God, with a fresh, democratic 

lifestyle. Clare became the first woman to write a 

religious Rule for women, and in it showed great 

liberty of spirit in dealing with earlier 

prescriptions. During the long years after 

Francis' death, she supported his earlier 

companions in their desire to remain faithful to 

his vision, as she did. Some of her last words 

were: "Blessèd be God, for having created me."  

John Henry Newman 
John Henry Newman was born in 1801. His 

intellectual brilliance saw him appointed to a 

Fellowship in Oxford at the young age of twenty-

one. His Evangelical roots gradually gave way to 

a more Catholic view of the Church, particularly 

after liberal trends both in politics and theology 

appeared to undermine the Church of England's 

authority. Newman was one of the leaders of the 

Tractarians who defended the Church and he is 

associated especially with the idea of 

Anglicanism as a Via Media or middle way 

between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism. 

He continued to make an original and influential 

contribution to theology after he joined the 

Roman Catholic Church in 1845. He established 

an Oratorian community in Birmingham in 1849 

and towards the end of his life was made a 

Cardinal. He died on this day in 1890.  

Rejoicing in God’s Saints 


